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The purit of a man will ſu lain bis in- 


' firmity ; but 4 wounded ſpirit who 


can bear 2 
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HE obvious meaning of this in- 


ſtructive ſentence, if regarded 
merely in a phyſical or natural ſenſe, 


certainly amounts to no more than this, 


viz. That good animal ſpirits will ſup- 
port a man under the ordinary calami- 
ties of life; and enable him to endure 


it's croſs accidents, it's pains and ſick- 


neſſes, with a becoming and manly firm- 


neſs : 
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neſs: Whereas, on the other hand, a 
weak and dejected ſtate of ſpirits Wil! 
not only aggravate every evil, and inca- 
pacitate us for bearing it as we ought, | 
but is moreover itſelf an-inſupportable 
malady. But if we interpret the 
words in a moral and religious ſenſe, as 
unqueſtionably we may, and perhaps 
ſhould do, they evidently include a leſ- 
ſon of equal truth and importance. 
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I ſhall not therefore be thought to 
offer any violence to my text, if by the 
Spirit of a man I underſtand his con- 
ſcience, or that faculty of his mind, by 
virtue of which he applies to every mo- 
ral action the light he has received ei- 
ther from reaſon or revelation : making 4 

. thence a fair and candid eſtimate of his 
own conduct, and conſequently accuſ- 
ing or elſe excuſing himſelf, according 
as he acts agreeably or 3 to 
fuch light. | 
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The firſt propoſition then con- 
tained in the words before us will be 


this, viz. That a good conſcience i646 - > 


excellent ſupport in 'time of trouble. 
To the truth of which, I apprehend, 


there is no one who has ever taſted the 


bitter waters of affliction, but muſt rea- 
dily accede ; either from the ſenſe he 


_ retains of the unhappy want of ſach a 
principle; or from a pleaſing reflection 
on the comforts derived from it. 


* 
* | ! 


The many infirmities neceſlarily at- 


_ tending human nature, and the many e- 


vils incident to it, require ſome certain 


| rock whereon to rely in the melancholy 
| ſeaſons of pain and diſtreſs, Now from 


miſery the moſt natural and general re- 
ſort is to devotion : The ſoul, unſatisfied 


with any viſible remedy, flies to God 


for ſhelter. But unleſs it can look back 
on itſelf with ſome degree of compla- 
cency, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 
innocence, (at leaſt of repentance and 

oO reformation) 
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4 S E R M ON En. 
; reformation) thoſe ſudden ſtarts of reli- 
gion are but too like an effuſion of tears, , 
which may give ſome preſent vent to 
the anguiſh, but no permanent ſatisfac- 
tion. Whereas, if the {ſpirit within us 
be untouched, it is in effect a balm to 
the afflicted ; ever applying the power 
of faith, and preſenting the refreſh- 
ments of hope. | 25 
Me cannot indeed but obſerve a con- 
ſtitutional kind of Courage in ſome 
Men, which carries them through the 
difficulties of life with a thoughtleſs ſe- 
curity; and a kind of artificial one in 
others, which enables them without 
much ſpiritaal armour to face the great- 
eſt dangers. But both theſe kinds are 
of much too ſanguine a caſt for that 
habitual ſerenity of aſelf-approving mind, 
which our Author elſewhere tiles a con- 
tinual feaſt ; grateful at all times, and Y 
under every circumſtance ; which gives 
a reliſh to enjoyment, and ſoothes and 
even ſanctifies affliction. 15 


e x 


„ | | | . 
„ * H „ 7 
And truly this inward peace it is, that 
makes no ſmall amends, even in this 
life, for the unequal diſtributions of Pro- 


vidence to good and bad men, The 
85 wages of unrighteouſneſs will avail 


but little in the day of tribulation. For 


though they may have ſome effect upon 


a corrupt world, yet can they not bribe 


an offended Conſcience. The glitter of 
pomp and pageantry dazzle in the ſun- 
ſhine of the day; but loſe their luſtre 
in the cool of the evening, when the 


eye is grown weak through pain and 


ſorrow, and the clamours of *a guilty 
| breaſt refuſe to be appeaſed. Nor art 
nor friends can have any influence, 
where the heart, 1 is faint, and its quiet 
Interrupted. A fick mind is out of the 


reach of medicine; and the court of 


conſcience not to be prevailed upon by 
the importunity of a thouſand advocates. 
Baut mark the perfect man, and behold 
= the upright! Does poverty aſſault 


him like an armed man ? he receives 
B 4 51 ; the 


— — 


ny” 
— ho 


* 15 
F e 
the charge bravely, becauſe he has lived 
innocently. Is he traduced and perſe- 
*&uted, and perhaps the more ſo for his 
integrity ? as aMictions abound, ſo con- 
ſolations much more; his mind is fup-= 
ported by the comfortable teſtimony — 
within him; and ſtill more confirmed 
and fortified by the aſſurances of divine | 
favor: he wants none to plead for him ; 
his witneſſes are ready in his own bo- 
ſorn, and his conſcience ſpeaks aloud in 8 
his behalf. — Is he viſited with Tickneſs ©} 
and diſeaſe? the ſame comfortable ſpirit 7 
(in the language of Solomon) becomes 
« health to his navel and marrow to his 
bones.“ Patience and reſignation are 
the viſible effects of that ſecret peace, = 
which forſakes him not in his lateſt YN 
moments; but gives him a lively carneſt 
of approaching joys, a kind of foretaſte 
of heaven, in the very article of death. 
After ſuch a manner will the ſpirit of 
a god man, his conſcious love of virtue ad 
and ſenſe of religion, enable him to ſuſ- Þ 
ain his infirmity. a 4 MM 
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the Text is this that a 


of the former. =. 


SERMON Wo 
II. A ſecond peut n included in 
ounded ſpirit 

or violated conſcience is of itſelf an evil 


of ſo oppreſſive a nature, as exceeds the 


ability of man to ſupport ; the reality 


of which too will appear, upon a light 


ſurvey, no leſs inconteſtable than that 


dogtrine of inviſible 


F or e the 


: _ ſpiritual wounds, may perhaps 
ſeem whimſical and i impertinent to ſome, 


who have their conſciences lulled aſleep 


by the infatuation of wickedneſs, and 
the wounds thereof ſeared, over as it 
were with a hot iron : yet let ſuch per- 
ſons be aſſured that, however the im- 
mediate pleaſures or emoluments of vice 
may render them inſenfible for the pre- 


ſent to any in ward ail, there is ſome- 


what in the breaſt of every wicked man 
that will one time or other bite like a 
ſerpent, and ſting like an adder; that 


will, accuſe, bear witneſs againſt, and 
D 4: condemn 
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„ SERMON 1. 


condemn him at the laſt. For the ah 


of this we have the teſtimony both of 


experience and reaſon. * The wicked 


flee {faith the wiſe-man) when no one 
purſueths:” they are afraid where no 


cauſe of fear is; and become even a ter- 
ror to themſelves. The ſharp reflections 
of Joſeph's brethren, when diſtreſs came 


upon them; the miſerable end of the 
traytor Judas; t tivegpe nitent complainings 


of David; the bitter tears of Peter—to 
add no more—are fo many notorious in- 
ſtances of the miſery of a wounded ſpi- 


rit. Even the devils themſelves from 
this inward conviction believe and trem- 


ble: and the ſame it was which extort- 


ed from them that timorous confeſſio 


under an awful dread of the divine pre 


ſence of Chriſt What have we to do 


with Thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God; 


art thou come hither to torment us be- 
fore the time?” And true it is, Fear 


hath torment,” 
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Neither is there any room to queſtion 
the extremity of ſuch - ſpiritual agonies, 
if we either reflect on the cauſe of them; 
that it is ſin which ſtings the man, and 
makes God. his adverſary, who reproves 


him, and ſets before him the things that 
he hath done: or if we conſider the 


ſubject affected ; the ſpirit is the life of 
all ; as the eye is the light of every part, 
ſo the ſpirit i is the life of all: if the eye 


be evil, „the whole body ſhall be full of 


darkneſs; and if the ſpirit be wounded, 
the whole man ſhall be full of miſery. 


—Under ſo_ deplorable a circumſtance 


the moſt exquiſite pleaſures of life» loſe 
their Havour and though perhaps the 
more purſued and ſolicited to ſuppreſs 


the melancholy of reflection, yet is 
the event only as when © a hungry man 


dreameth, and behold he eateth ; but | 


| he awaketh, and his ſoul is empty.” 
They give a momentary reprieve, but no 


ſecurity; an imaginary relief, but can- 
not ſatisfy, The nee: of death, now . 


0 


„„ * 


* oo 


doubly horrible, continually haunt the 
imagination; and the deſperate appre- 
henſions of juſt puniſhment wil admit 
of no peace. os 


But if ſuch be the unhappy, and yet 
undeniable effects of an injured con- 
ſcience; we cannot ſurely be too cau- 
tious in putting on the whole armour of 
godlineſs againſt any the leaft violation 

of it. A wounded name, a wounded 
fortune, a wounded body, are with the 
greateſt care and fear avoided : how 
much more ſhould we dread a wounded 
ſpirit? which notwithſtanding is too 
often expoſed for the ſake of the other. . 
d Men ſteal to prevent poverty, lye to 
fave credit, and do any thing to eſcape 
pain and puniſhment : whilſt the con- 
ſcience is ſcarce ever regarded till it 
ſmarts with vengeance. 
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In order therefore to ſecure our ſouls 
from that fatal worm, an evil on. 
| ſcience ; 3 
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Siebes which wil infallibly torment 
them in this life, and if not timely ſup- 

preſſed, will gnaw upon them for ever 

and ever; give me leave to offer a few 
conſiderations, which, if duly attended 

to, may be of uſe and importance. 


And, firſt, I obſerve — it is of the 
utmoſt conſequence toward preſerving 
that harmony of mind, which is a 
well- ſpring of life, that we be thorough-  - 
ly grounded in the principles of true re- 
ligion: equally ſatisfied with the articles 
of Goſpel-faith, and with · the precepts 
of Goſpel-morality. For he that wa- 
vereth (ſaith St. James) is like a wave 
of the ſea, driven with the wind and 
toſſed. And ät is indeed very obſerv- 
able, that the ſtings of conſcience are 
ſeklom more venomous than in thoſe 
unſtable ſouls, who contending againſt 
te the Faith which was once delivered 
unto the Saints,“ are for hewing out to 
| themſelves new ſchemes of doctrine, and 
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run from one ſyſtem to another, till 
they fall at length into a fatal but juſt 
infatuation, and loſe the very power of 9 
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Add to this ground-work of peace 
and hope the neceſſity alſo of attending 
' thoſe ſacred ordinances, from which, 
alone we may expect the gracious in- 

fluences of God's holy Spirit. — We 
are not ſufficient of ourſelves to think | 

and do any thing as of ourſelves; but 

our ſufficiency is of God. To Him, 

| therefore, muſt we apply for it, through 

his word and ſacraments, with prayer 
and thankſgiving, which are the ap- 
pointed means .and inſtruments of its 
conveyance. 


Again=-lIt is an indiſpenſable prefer- - 2 
vative againſt an evil conſcience, that * 
we be careful, as to underſtand the truth, 
ſo to ſhew'forth the power of our re- 
ligion ; ; 1 in all our proceedings and 

dealings 
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dealings with each other, to act upon 
the principles of it. It is next to im- 
poſſible but that man, who makes a 

' worldly intereſt the ſole end of his 
| actions, muſt be oftentimes tempted to c 
ſin againſt his own ſpirit. Hence the 
fraud and diſſimulation, lying and per- 
jury, which we ſo often meet with in 
the commerce of the world. But“ there 
is no peace, ſaith God, unto-the wick» 
ed.” Whatever may be the outward 
proſperity of ſuch perſons, yet are they 
within themſelves *< like a troubled ſea 
when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
up mire and dirt.” Whereas righteouſ- 
neſs and peace never fail to kiſs each 
other, and he that maintains his inte- 
grity, ſhall be ſure to find — 5 
and ſatisfaction at the laſt. 


Maw the bukinefs and traffick 
of the world, ſo do its pleaſures alſo de- 
mand our circumſpection; leſt our li- 

berty in this reſpect become a ſnare to 


the 


11 
i 
2 
- 
4 
f 1 
4 
. 
Nt ' 
i 
444 
1 
I 
N ! 
. 
4 14 1 
345735 
{2344 
: * 
1 
14* 
: 

: T4 

7 ;: » 
FER 2 4 
$3675. 
423 a 

- 

17 * 

' 4 
11 i! 
171 
y 
' 475 
: J N - 

33. 4 k 
ES + 

aan 

1 1 

7 

[$39 ti 
| N 

"Tr 
"7 


Hi 
111 
11 4 
— 
11 
411 
$14 
: 8 171 
1 
n 
25 
: - 
C 


VU Þ = As: 


the conſcience. To fix the exact bouns 


daries of what is lawful. or unlawful, 
| with regard to the enjoyments of life, 


and determine preciſely where the one 


ends and the other begins, is utterly im- 
practicable: and hence it comes to paſs 


that ſuch numbers are deluded into ſin, 
without ever intending to exceed their 


lawful liberty. To endeavour to per- 
ſuade a reaſonable man, who has any 
ſenſe of religion, inte the direct com- 
miſſion of what is confeſſedly ſinful, 
would, I preſume, be an affront of the 

higheſt nature; he might perhaps an- 


ſwer, as did Hazael to the Prophet, 


„ Am I a dog, that I ſhould do this 
great thing?“ and yet how many do we 


ſee gradually ſeduced, or rather ſeducing 


themſelves into thoſe very ſins they 


would be ſhocked at upon the firſt view, 


only by venturing to the extent of what 


may be called lawful, and thereby put- 
ting it out of their power to retreat 
without treading on forbidden ground? 

42 1 5 The 
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The truth of this will appear to every 


one, who either makes any obſervation 
on the actions of other perſons, or al- 
lows himſelf time to make any refſection 


on his own. No man, I imagine, how- 


ever cheerfully diſpoſed, fits down to 


© ths: glaſs with a' reſolution of drown= 


ing his ſenſes, and bringing upon him- 
ſelf debauchery and ſhame : but whilſt 
he looks with pleaſure and ſecurity . on 


the wine when it is red, when it giveth 


its colour in the cup, when it moveth 


Itſelf aright,” (as Solomon exprefles it) 
the ſin of Drunkenneſs ſteals upon him, 
and he becomes guilty before he 1 


ware. The ſame holds good in many 
other inſtances that might be given; ; inall 
which it frequently comes to pals, that 
what was begun in innocence, is con- 
tinued with ſecurity till it terminates in 
fin, and all the fatal conſequences.of it 
to our pra and future re 5 


Lafly,—The rice caution to be ob- 
ſerved, 


en 
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ſerved, is againſt preſumptuous fins; © leſt 
they get the dominion odr us.” Sins of this 
kind againſt knowledge, light, and grace, 
are of a deadening and ſearing nature; and 


the wounds received by them but rarely 


felt till there is no time fot the applica- 


tion of any remedy; till the conſcience 
is ſurprized out of its lethargy, by the 


agonies of death, and the dreadful ap- 


prehenſions of impending judgment. 


And though few men are ſo profligate as 
to run headlong into the commiſſion of 
ſuch ſins ; yet no one, who gives a looſe 


to his paſſions, can be aſſured to what 


extravagancies they may lead him. The 


firſt tendencies therefore to evil are to 
be ſuppreſſed, and the temptations to 


it avoided ; ſo ſhall we be undefiled 


and innocent from great offences. 
After all—Should any be ſo unhappy 


as to he under the diſpleaſure of an of- 


fended conſcience ; ſhould the ſpirit of 
any within them be wounded ; it infi- 


nitely 
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titely imports them with all diligence 
| 0 ſeek for cure. In bodily diſtempers, 
our natural feelings or the kindneſs of 


our friends, will be ever preſſing us to 
apply for ſuccour: But diſtempered 
minds, though attended with greater 
pain, and far worſe conſequences, are 
more commonly neglected. Notwith- 
| ſtanding, in ſuch a caſe we ought not 
only to apply for remedy, but to apply 
for it inſtantly. The green wound is 


ſooneſt healed; and when the conſcience 
begins to ſmart, it is then beſt diſpoſed | 


for the medicine to work upon. And 


as the application ſhould be timely, ſo 


mult it be proper likewiſe. It is not the 


drowning the conſcience with wine and 


luxury, nor the ſoftening its clamours 
with „ the voices of ſinging Men and 
ſinging Women,” that will prove its 
cure. Pleaſure is in its own nature of 
too ſhort and precarious a duration for 


ſuch a work; and though it may per- | 


haps afford ſome preſent enen yet it 
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can by no means prevent the returns of 


that miſery, which is inſeparable from 


guilt. The operations of Religion only 
are effectual to this end: Faith, Repen- 

: tance, and in ſome. caſes Satisfaction, 
are the ſovereign medicines which alone 


ean heal the wounded ſpirit.—If then 
our brother hath aught againſt us, we 
are taught and commanded to go firſt 
to him, and having, made reſtitution to 
the utmoſt of our powers, and felt a 
proper compunction for what has been 
done amiſs, we may then wait humbly 
on our God; upon whoſe account it is 
that our conſciences torment us, jealous 


of their maſter's honour : When, as the 


Children of Iſrael bitten by fiery ſer- 


pents, were healed of their wounds, by 


only looking on the brazen ſerpent that 
Moſes had lifted up; ſo ſhall our ſouls 


be healed through Faith in the Son 
of God, who was himſelf lifted up, 
that he might become the Phyſician „ 
our Souls. | 8 


SERMON 


SERMON I. 


Joux, ix. 30. 


The man fone and ſaid unto alin | 
by herein is a marvellous thing, that 
ye know not from whence He is, and 


yet He hath opened my eyes. 


HE Evangeliſt is relating in this 
chapter, the circumſtances of a 


miraculous cure performed by Jeſus, 
upon a poor man who had been blind 
from his birth. An inſtance, one would 
think, unexceptionably demonſtrative 
both of the divine power and goodneſs 
of him who did it. But the Jewiſh 
FER 9 C2 - _ Rulery, © 
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Rulers, moved with envy and malice at ſo 
glaring a teſtimony in his favour, began 
to revile as well the Patient as the Phy- 
fician. They would not for a while be- 
lieve that the man had been really blind, 
and received his fight. And when that 
could no longer be doubted, they bade 
him give God the praiſe; for that the 
perſon, whom he declared to have open- 
ed his eyes, they knew to be a ſinner and 
a falſe Prophet; becauſe he kept not the 
ſabbath, working his cures on that day 
of reſt ; and becauſe too they had no 
evidence from whence he was, as they 
had of Moſes, whoſe diſciples alone they 
profeſſed themſelves to be. We know 
(fay they) that God ſpoke to Moſes ; 
but as for this fellow we know not 
whence he is.” To which latter objec- 
tion the poor man made anſwer as in 
the text, why herein is a marvellous 
thing, that ye know not whence he is, 
and yet he hath opened my eyes: Now” 
(continues he) “ we know that God 
| heareth 


AL e KK. 
heareth not finners—if this man were 
not of God he could do nothing.” An 
argument, it muſt be allowed, obvious 
and concluſive ; and ſuch as ought to 
have had great weight, in particular with 

thoſe to whom it was offered. For how 
did they know affuredly that God had 
ſpoken to Moſes, but from the evidence 
of thoſe miraculous powers, which he 
_ exerted in God's name? And how then 
could they be ignorant from whence Je- 
| ſus was, who addreſſed them with the 
very ſame credentials of a divine com- 
miflion ? Eſpecially, when it is conſi- 
dered that this their avowed Lawgiver, 
to whom they affected to pay ſo implicit 
a reverence, had in the cleareſt manner 
foretold and admoniſhed them, „that 
the Lord their God would raiſe up unto 
them a Prophet from the midſt of them, 
of their brethren, like unto himſelf,” 
{doubtleſs both as a Lawgiver, and a 
worker of miracles alſo for the ratifica- 
tion of his Laws) „ that unto Him 
ö; he 
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"> Iv therefore they ſhould hearken, and "EP 
Him in all things whatſoever He ſhould 
ſay unto them.” But farther, their 
eſteemed Prophet Iſaias had expreſsly 
prophecied that the Meſſias ſhould work 
many miracles; amongſt theſe too (what 
one would imagine could hardly have 
eſcaped them upon this occaſion) that 
He ſhould open the eyes of the blind. 
Well, therefore, might this enlightened 
mendicant repreſent to his blinded Ru- 
. lers the marvellous partiality of their 
conduct, in denying the authority of 
Chriſt, who wrought ſuch mighty works; 
at the ſame time that the whole of their 
own Religion reſted entirely upon the 
credit of the like works wrought by 
Moſes; and they were taught to expect 
that when the promiſed Meſſias came, 
He alſo ſhould work miracles. In re- 
gard to which prevailing expectation at 
this very time we find many of the peo- 
K ple, whoſe judgments were unprejudiced, 
| when they ſaw the wonderful works 
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which Jeſus did, believed on Him; and 
alledged in juſtification of their belief, 
„ when Chriſt cometh will he do more 
miracles than theſe that this man hath 
done 25 | 


Thus much for the reaſoning of the 
poor man in the text, upon his own 
particular caſe. In purſuance of whoſe 

argument I ſhall take occaſion to eſta- 
bliſh this general propoſition, — that the 

nature and circumſtances of the mira- 
cles performed by Jeſus, are ſuch as 
fully evidence the author of them to 
have come from God. — And in order 
to this I ſhall, 


Firſt, ſtate the general notion of a 
Miracle. 

Shall, then point out to you the diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks and properties 
of a Divine Miracle. And, 


C4 . ; Laſtly, 
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L.aſtly, ſhall try the Miracles recorded 

; of our Nn 1 the foregoing Rules. 
- 

5 New by a miracle I underſtand i in 
general a wonderful and ſupernatural 
effect, diſcernible by the ſenſes of thoſe 
before whom it is wrought. In which 
deſcription of a miracle, I obſerve; the 
effect muſt be not only wonderful, but 
ſupernatural. We are liable: to have our 


admiration and aſtoniſhment raiſed by 


the artifices of deceitful men: Cheats 
and impoſtors have in all ages availed 


themſelves of ignorant and ſuperſtitious 


minds. But unleſs the fact be ſuch as 
is above the natural efficacy of any hu- 
man or viſible agent, it cannot, ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, be called a miracle. Not that 


by the term ſupernatural it is meant to 
exclude the efficiency of all created Be- 
ings whatſoever; as though every mira- 


culous operation muſt neceſſarily be 
brought to paſs by the immediate finger 
of the Almighty, without the interven- 


tion 


s E K M ON u 25 
tion of any ſubordinate inſtruments. He 


who alone worketh great marvels, and is 
alone able to alter the courſe of nature 


which himſelf eſtabliſhed, may ſurely 5 


make uſe of miniſtring Spirits, whether 
they be good or bad, to fulfil his will in 
exhibiting ſigns and wonders before the 
children of men. Of this the ſcriptures 
themſelves furniſh us with ſundry exam- 
ples. Neither indeed is it for us to ſay 
with what degrees of natural agency 

God may have originally endued thoſe 

ſpiritual and inviſible intelligences ; who 

certainly excel in ſtrength and knows 
ledge far beyond our comprehenſion. 
Herein only we may reſt aſſured, that 
they can never exert their abilities, how 
great ſoever, to counteract and confound 
the reaſon of mankind, but by his com- 
mand or with his permiſſion. For as 
God hath given unqueſtionable atteſta- 
tion to many Prophets and Holy Perſons; 
bearing them witneſs (as the Apoſtle 


one „both with ſigns and wonders, 
— and 
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ww SERMON 1. 

and with diverſe miracles and gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
will:“ So do we read of the Devil and 


his Agents being permitted to try good 


men, and to harden the wicked, by 


ſhewing great figns and lying wonders. 


Again — To conſtitute a miracle, it is 


required that the fact be obvious to our 


ſenſes, as well as ſupernatural in itſelf. 
By playing out of fight, and juggling in 
the dark, as hath been the foul practice 


of modern wonder-workers, the appre- 


henſion and judgment may be amuſed 
and beguiled, but not convinced. And 
without ſenſible conviction, be the ope- 
ration ever ſo myſterious 'and unintelli- 


gible, it will produce no effect at all 
upon us, none at leaſt of any long con- 


tinuance. For miracles are always in- 


troduced by way of medium to prove 


ſomewhat elſe; ſomewhat too of which 
we cannot be aſcertained by the ordinary 
rules df. judging; for inſtance, the au- 

N | Ty thority 


— : 


SERMON. II. 27 


thority of ſome unknown perſon, or r the 
truth of ſome new doctrine. But if the 
pretended criterion, by: which we are to 
determine, be itſelf doubtful and falla - 
cious, what ſatisfaction can it afford us 
in either of thoſe caſes ? At beſt it can 
| ſerve only to raiſe our ſuſpicions, and 
provoke our contempt. | 


It is upon the ſame account that 
miracles are in ſcripture-language often 
called /igns, as they are intended for a 
teſtimony in matters of queſtion and 
diſpute. Now to bring that for an evi- 
dence, which is not clearer at leaſt than 
the point to be evidenced by it, is con- 
feſſedly abſurd; fince whatſoever maketh 
* thing manifeſt muſt be ee 


t I paſs on to his Second thing : 
Propoſed, which was to point out the 


diſtinguiſhing marks and nn of 
a Divine Miracle. 


2. It 
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2. It hath been granted that both 
good and bad Angels are capable of per- 
forming many wondrous works, which 
paſs man's comprehenſion: Such too as 
ſhall have in them the eſſentials of a 
1 miracle before laid down 3 being ſuper- 
natural in themſelves, and obvious to 
the ſenſes of thoſe before whom they 
are wrought. It is therefore abſolutely 
neceſſary, in a matter of ſo great impor- 


tar ce, that we be poſſeſſed of ſome infal- 


lible means of diſcerning betwixt the 
finger of God and the machinations of 
Satan. — And here, it is unqueſtionably 
certain, that the Holy and Eternal Spi- 
rit, who can neither be deceived himſelf 
nor deceive others, though He may ſuffer 
unbelieving and inconſiderate men to be 
judicially impoſed upon by lying won- 
ders, hath always in reſerve ſome pe- 
-culiar circumſtances of advantage, by 
which every honeſt and ingenuous mind 
may be fully aſſured of the reality of his 
operations, even with ſenſible diſcern- 
; Ss ; ment. 


| = 

S8 E N U n 1 
ment. Such as proceed from Heaven 
can never fail to indicate their ſource to 
every unprejudiced obſerver; both from 
the excellence of their own nature, and 
of the end which. __ are 1 to 
promote. | 


As to the excellency of Divine Mira- 
cles in point of greatneſs, number, and 
other circumſtances; the wonderful 
works wrought by Moſes, when com- 
pared with thoſe which were indeed pro- 
_ duced by the Magicians of Egypt, afford 

a notable and laſting example in this 
| reſpect. The over-ruling Providence of 
God allowed the Devil with his Inſtru- 
ments to proceed ſo far in oppoſition to 
his ſovereign authority, but no farther: 
Both equally for wiſe and good reaſons; 
(viz.) for the greater confirmation of 
| his ſuperior power, and to ſerve his own 
will by them. He in due time plainly 
enough declared himſelf on the fide of 
his true Legate, by cauſing Aaron's Rod 
| to 
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to ſwallow u up their Rods; and . re- 


at the entreaties of Moſes. And as thoſe 
impotent Inchanters were by no means 
able to follow Him throughout all his 


time to confeſs the finger of God in the 
inimitable ſuperiority of them: Nor 
could they defend ſo much as their own 
perſons from the contagion of heavenly 
vengeance. Thus did the miracles of 
the great Lawgiver remain triumphant; 
and conſequently his divine Legation 
ſtands upon a more certain baſis, the 
ſenſes themſelves being judges. 


=_ 


But neither is the 'argument from 
Power the only one to be regarded in 


to which ſo extraordinary an exertion of 
+1. it apparently tends, is likewiſe of. main 
conſideration. Every miracle from God 


moving the ſeveral plagues in an inſtant, 


workings, they were obliged at the ſame 


this matter : The good or ill purpoſe, 


muſt in all reſpects be worthy of it's | 
Author: It is the very ſeal of his teſti- 
1 55 mony 
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mony to ſome great and heavenly truth; 
and cannot ultimately be affixed to any 
perſon « or doctrine in contradiction to his 
nature, his attributes, or revealed will. 
Should therefore our aſtoniſhment be at 
any time excited through certain mar- | 
vellous appearances, not otherwiſe to be 2 
diſtinguiſhed from true miracles; we 
have a divine caution and rule for our 
direction in ſuch caſe—* If (ſaid God 
by his ſervant Moſes) there ariſe among 
you a Prophet or a Dreamer of Dreams, 
and giveth thee a ſign or a wonder, and 
the ſign or the wonder come to pals, 
| whereof he ſpake unto thee, faying, let 
us go after other Gods which thou haſt 
not known, and let us ſerve them, thou 
ſhalt not hearken to the words of that 
Prophet. For the Lord your God 
proveth you, to know whether you love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your ſoul.“ It were indeed 
inexcuſeable for the People of Iſrael to 1 
have liſtened to any Promnaen Prophet, ; 
how | 
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how plauſible | ſever his credentials, that 
ſhould endeavour to alienate their affec- 


tions from the one true God, who with. 
a mighty hand, and an outſtretched arm, 
had once ſo fignally redeemed them from 
the land of Egypt, from the houſe of 
Bondage. And we too have an Apoſtle 
of ' Chriſt in the moſt ſolemn manner 
devoting himſelf, or any. other, even an 


Angel from Heaven, to the extreme 
curſe of God; ſhould he preſume to 


preach another Goſpel, than that which 


had been received, with a teſtimony in 


no wiſe to be ſuperſeded. Let then the 


Prophets of Baal, 'or the Prieſts of Rome 


cry aloud for, or even pretend to, a ſign 


from Heaven in favour of their corrupt 
doctrines ; God, who cannot ſet his ſeal 


to an untruth, hath given men reaſon 


and ſenſes, by a proper application of 


which they may diſtinguiſh betwixt 


truth and falſhood : And, be it remem- 


bered, that for the uſe of theſe they | 
are > accountable. Th! Fo 
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. we therefore in the Third 


and laſt place to try the miracles}record- | 
ed of IE Chriſt by the dee 8 Rules. : 


2946 That the man Jeſus of N 
did actually perform many extraordi nary 
works, ſuch as no other man did, is 
agreed on all hands, by his enemies 
as well as friends. And it is no leſs 
certain that they had in them all the 
eſſentials of true miracles. For what 


can more exceed the powers of any hu- 


man or natural agency that we know of, 
than to give ſight. to one blind from his 
birth to cure all manner of diſeaſes at ' 
a ſingle touch, or at a word's ſpeaking— 
to feed many hungry thouſands with a 
few ſmall loaves and fiſhes, a quantity 
much inferior to the very fragments, 
which remained over and above unto 
them that had eaten — to. raiſe the dead, 
one too that had been dead four days, 
and interred - to command the winds 
and ſeas, and the yet more malignant 

„„ 1 . efforts : 


= 
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efforts of evil Ipirits? But ſuch were— . 
almoſt the daily proofs of his divine au-. 
thority ; till all were conſummated in 
his own aſtoniſhing reſurrection.— Nor 
were theſe things done in a corner; or 
ſo as to create any the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
the truth and reality of them; but in 
the open ſtreets, before great multitudes, 
amongſt whom were many ſpies and 
inquiſitive perſons, ready to catch at a 
fault, and to make the moſt of it, could 
any have been found. They were diſ- 
cernible by the ſenſes of all; their vari- 
ety was great, and their effect perma- 
nent. Nay, it ſeems to have been the 
deſign of our Bleſſed Lord, throughout 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry, to 
make choice of the moſt unexceptiona- 
| ble perſons for the ſubjects of his mar- 
*  vellous cures, 1 well as the moſt pub- 
lick places, and times of concourſe, 
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wherein to offer to the world the re- 
dentials of his heavenly miſſion; in or- 
der if poſhble to cut off #| occaſion, 
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of cavil, every pretence for infidelity 
from his prejudiced and inveterate ad - 
verſaries. Thus we are informed by the 


Evangeliſt, that in Feruſalem, the Capita! | 


City, at the great Feaſt of the Paſſover,” 
on the vety Jeaſt-day,. many believed in 
his name when they faw the miracle 
_ which He did. The chief Prieſts alſo 
and Phariſees themſelves could not but 


5 acknowledge that He did many miracles: 8 
Inſomuch that they were alarmed at the | 
conſequences of them, and declared in 


their Council, ſaying, if we let Him 
thus alone, all men will believe on Him, 


and the Romans ſhall come and take 
away both our place and nation.“ What 


they diſallowed was the divine origin of 
theſe mighty works ; which they pre- 
poſterouſly attributed to the energy of 
Satan.—An evaſive calumny, no leſs 
abſurd than blaſphemous; and which 
our Lord himſelf was pleaſed to refute 


in this unanſwerable manner. Every 


Lingdom (ſaid He) divided inn itſelf 


2 2 . 18 
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is brought to deſolation, and every City 
or Houſe divided againſt itſelf ſhall not 
ſtand: And if Satan caſt out Satan, he is 
divided againſt himſelf, how then ſhall 
his Kingdom . ſtand ? But if I by the 
Spirit of God caſt out Devils, then the 
Kingdom of God is come unto you.“ 
The argument, you may obſerve, is fair- 
y drawn both from the ſuperior efficacy, 
and the good end and deſign of his 
miracles. It is undeniable that at the 
coming of Chriſt the dominion of the 
Devil was great and powerful; he had 
taken poſſeſſion of the temples, the bo- ;; 
dies, and the ſouls of mankind : But 
our Bleſſed Saviour evidently diſpoſſeſſed 
him of theſe his ſtrong holds: He ſtruck 
his oracles dumb; deſtroyed idolatrous 
worſhip ; drove him out of the bodies, 
and ſet up the kingdom of God in the. 
hearts, of men. Now whence all this, 
unleſs from a power greater. than that 
of his ſpiritual adverſary ? For, as He 
further argues, “ How can one enter 
into 
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into a ſtrong man's houſe, and ſpoil his 


goods, unleſs he firſt bind the ſtrong 
man, and then he will ſpoil his houſe?“ 


Had he been confederate with Satan, he 
would not have endeavoured to have 


ſpoiled his houſe ; ; and had He not been 
armed with a power ſuperior to that of 


Satan, He could not have bound him 


with that deſign. But now that He hath 


both bound, and“ reſerved him in ever- 


laſting chains under darkneſs to the judg- | 
ment of the great day ;” and hath alſo 
deprived him of his principality and in- 
fluence ; doubtleſs this was the Son of 


God; who (we are told) « was mani- 


feſted for this very purpoſe, that He 


might deſtroy the works of the Devil.“ 
Indeed all the miracles which He wrought 


plainly enough tended to this great and 


good end. His deſign in them was to 
_ convince unbelievers, and lead ſuch to 


repentance and falvation by theſe mani- 


feſtations of Himſelf ; not merely as 


they u were forcible evidences of his ſu- 
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TS A E R M O N 1, 
preme authority, but ſo many expreſſi- 


ons likewiſe of his benignity and love to 
mankind. He went, about doing good 
to all through thoſe marvellous means, 


in which He at the ſame time. diſplayed 5 


the divinity of his miſſion. Hence that 
free confeſſion of the Jewiſh Ruler who 


came to Jeſus by night — © Rabbi, we 


know that thou art a Teacher come from 
God; for no man can do the miracles. 


which thou doeft, except God be with 


him.” The goodneſs as well as the 
greatneſs of the operations proclaimed 


their heavenly original, and conſequent- 


ly the Divine Commiſion of Him who 
wrought them. | 


But what deſerves a particular refleqi- 


on under this head, is that moſt ſignifi- 


cant and important of all the miracles of 


| Jeſus, (viz.) his riſing again from the dead, 


It was, we know, clearly typified and 


predicted of old time concerning the 


1 ora | 
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promiſed Meflias, that though He ſhould 
do the works which no other man did, 
and ſpeak as never man ſpake; ; yet that 
He muſt ſuffer many things, and be put 
to a cruel and ignominious death, The 


| fame which Jeſus himſelf alſo foretold 


to his Diſciples ;' and which accordingly _ 


came to paſs, to the temporary exulta- 
tion of his malicious enemies, and the 
+ deſpondency even of his zealous follow- 
ers, notwithſtanding all that they had 
ſeen and heard: So great was the offence 
of the Croſs! And truly could matters 
: have reſted here, the Devil and his wic- 
ked inſtruments might have had ſome _ 
ſpecious pretence for glorying. But the 
deciſive teſtimony was yet to come — 
« He roſe the third day from the dead.“ 
A proof fo abſolutely demonſtrative of 
his divine authority, that it is no won- 
der the judgments of Heaven were in a 
molt fearful manner executed upon that 
incorrigible people, who obſtinately ſhut. 
their en againſt it. How much ſoever . 
: Dy - wo. they 
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they might preſume aforetime to diſbe- 
lieve, and cavil at, the words and actions 
of their heavenly inſtructor; idly alledg- 
ing that he eat with ſinners; healed on 
the ſabbath; ſpake blaſphemy, and 
therefore could not be of God, but did 
his mighty works through the aſſiſtance 
of evil ſpirits every objection was now 
anſwered, every calumny refuted; by 
ſuch an immediate atteſtation from Hea- 
ven, as at once confirmed beyond a poſ- 
fibility of error all his former miracles, 
together with the truth of his doctrines, 
and the divinity of his perſon. In a 
word, ſuch is the irrefragable argument 
from the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that as certain as are our natural notions 
of the power, the goodneſs, and veracity 
of God, ſo ſure are the fundamentals of 
i Chriſtian F aith. 


„„ | 
What then remains but that we faith- 

fully and obediently ſubmit our conduct 

to the guidance of a Revelation fo ama- 


zingly 


* 
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— 


zingly atteſted to have come from God? 
It is true, we never ſaw the miracles 
wrought by Jeſus, as neither did num- 
bers of thoſe who TY in the very days 
of his appearance; they too muſt depend 
on others, who were eye-witneſſes to the 


facts. But it is ridiculous in any 'caſe _ 


to require greater evidence than the na- 
ture of the thing will admit of. Qur 
Bleſſed Lord not only condemned the 
Jews who had ſeen and repented not; 
but rebuked his Diſciples alſo for not 
believing thoſe who had ſeen Him after 
that He was riſen from the dead: And 
took occaſion from thence to pronounce 
a peculiar bleſſedneſs upon thoſe, who 
“ had not ſeen and yet had believed. 5 
And this is the comfort of us all, if we 
reject not the counſel of God againſt 
ourſelves. We are poſſeſſed of every ra- 
tional proof in favour of our moſt holy 
religion, which can be deſired. It is 
obvious to common ſenſe, that the only 
means of coming to the knowledge of 
- things 
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4 SERMON 


things long ſince paſt, muſt be 5 tradi- 
tion of ſome ſort or other: Now the 


records we are bleſſed with, containing 


the works and doctrines of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, have in them the moſt per- 


ſuaſive grounds of credibility, and un- 


queſtionable marks of truth, which it 
is poſſible for any ancient hiſtory to 


have; nay more than any ever had. 
The Oppoſers, as well as the Advocates, 


of the Chriſtian Inſtitition having 


through every age, from the very begin- 
ning to the preſent time, given abundant 
teſtimony to the genuineneſs of them: 


and the w:itings of many others, no 
ways parties in the cauſe, having acci- 
dentally confirmed them, by collateral 


evidence. Nor is it to be conceived that 
the writers themſelves, who were eye 
and ear witneſſes, could be ignorant of 
the truth of what they relate; much 


Jeſs that they ſhould wilfully impoſe 


upon mankind with fictions and lies; 


for which they had nothing to expect in 


this 


8E R M ο N n. 4 
this world but immediate perſecution, 
and a barbarous death: A practice too 
| forbidden by their own moral inſtitutes, 
under the ſevereſt penalty of SO 
puniſhment in the world to come. — 
But a particular diſcuſſion of this MESA 

being beſide my preſent purpoſe, I ſhall 
conclude with obſerving, that though 
the Goſpel- -Revelation very juſtly re- 
quires the belief and obedience of all, 
to whom the means of knowing it are 
graciouſly vouchſafed; and this upon 
the moſt forcible of all ſanctions; yet 
doth it decline no fair trial, no candid 
examination; but ſubmits the creden- 
tials of it's authority to the reaſon of 
every enquirer. And, let me add — 
what hath now appeared to be the reſult 
of one ſpecial argument in it's favour, 
viz. that the Author of it muſt come 
from God, becauſe no man could do the 
miracles which He did unleſs God were 
with him; will follow in proportion 
from an | impartial enquiry into every _ 
other 
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other teſtimony of it s Divine Original. 
Wherefore— that the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of true Chriſtianity may have their 
due influence upon the hearts and lives 


of all who call themſelves Chriſtians, 


God of his infinite mercy grant through 
the mediation of his Son our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt — 


To whom with the Father and the 
. Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all honour, 
praiſe and thankſgiving, now and 
EVermore. 


A2 


SERMON 


Marruzw, xi. 29. 


Tearn of Me, for I am meek and 5 5 


in heart ; ; and ye ſhall fad oh unto 


your Souls. 4 


f 


"T is an argument in \ favour of the 


 Chiiſtian Religion, that the author 
and firſt planters: of it were poſſeſſed of - 


no better human means to accompliſh ſo 


great a work, than meekneſs and lowh- 


neſs of heart, a contempt of all worldly 
advantages, undiſguiſed- veracity, and 
the moſt reſigned patience: Means high- 


17 onpromiſing. to Bain followers, or to 


bring 
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bring any ſcheme of conſequence to per- 


fection; much more to introduce a new. ' 
religion; which, though oppoſed to the 
utmoſt by the wiſe, the rich, and pow- 


erful, ſhould notwithſtanding make it's 


own way, and ſpread itſelf over the face 


of the whole earth. —It is morally impoſ. 
ſible that ſuch a mighty edifice as the 
Chriſtian Church could have been raiſed 
altogether upon ſo weak a foundation. | 
Something there muſt have been of an 
extraordinary nature c co-operating. with - 


theſe humble inſtruments, bleſſing their 
endeavours, and rendering them effec- 


tual. And to what other power can this 


be aſcribed with any colour of reaſon, | 
(conſidering the tendency of their inſti- 
tution,) than to the irreſiſtible will of 


| 17 880 and-the energy of his Fioly Spirit's 


Had our Bleſſed Saviour appel Upon 
earth as the Jews expected he would, 
1 the power and ſplendor of an carth- 


I 


1y prince; had he eſtabliſhed his righte- 


ous kingdom. in' this world by force of 
arms; and rewarded his obedient ſub- 
jects with preſent honours; there would 
have been nothing wonderful in this 
caſe, nothing but what might have been 
accounted for in a natural way; becauſe 


the means would have been proportion 
ate to the end. But how different the 
circumſtances of his real appearance? In. 


that he took on him the form of a ſer- 
vant, became poor, deſtitute, afflicted. 
He invited not any to inliſt under his 
banner with a view to preſent pleaſure, 


honour, or profit: On the contrary, he 


called upon men to forſake all that they 
had, to deny themſelves, to take up their 
croſs, and follow and learn of him, be- 
cauſe he was meek and lowly in heart; 

with the promiſe of a mere ſpiritual re- 
ward little underſtood, and therefore 
lightly eſteemed, viz. Reſt to their Souls. 
5 Strange that an invitation ſo eum 


ing, 
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ing, ſubject to ſo many temporal incon- 


veniencies, ſhould make one Proſelite 
That any upon the very firſt notice ſnould 
actually leave all and follow him! Stran- 


ger yet that the Powers of the World 


| ſhould. in ſo ſhort a time bend to the 
doctrine of the Croſs, and glory in be- 
ing the followers of the meek and cru- 
cified Jeſus ! Surely, all things conſi- 
dered, the very being of the Chriſtian 
Church is an obvious and irrefragable : 


proof that it's builder and maker was 
God. But, not to - purſue this argu- 


ment, I ſhall make it my Fun buſineſs 


to conſider, 


F ze: The peculiar Character, by 
which our Lord recommended him- 
ſelf as a Teacher, (viz.) that He was 


meek and lowly i in heart. And, 


. The 100 of bis Docttine 
do give Reſt to the Souls of Men. 


1. I am 


* 


— 
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+ 51J am in the firſt place to enquire 

into the ſingularity and propriety of the = 
Character, whereby our Lord recom- 
mended himſelf as a Teacher, (viz.) that 
« He was meek and lowly in heart,”—A | 
character ſingular, it muſt be owned, 
whether we compare it with the avowed 
principles of the Profeſſors of Pagan 
wiſdom, or of the Doctors of the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim. . 5 

It was a received maxim amongſt the 
Prieſts of antiquity, that Truth was not 
to be communicated to the Vulgar; who, 
under the notion of being profane and ; 
unhallowed, were utterly excluded from 
the more ſacred ſolemnities. And whilſt 
the popular worſhip conſiſted merely of 
ſuch a portion of ſaperſtition and cere- 
mony, as was deemed ſufficient to an- 
ſwer political purpoſes ; the purer doc- 
trines of Religion were all diſguiſed in 
8 fable, or wrapped up in cloud and myſ- 
Vol. I. 8 E „ 
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| tery. Whatever writings concerned the 


faith of the initiated were carefully re- 
moved from common ſight: And, to keep 


the people at a diſtance from any pre- | 


tence to knowledge, not an oracle was to 


be conſulted without a coſtly oblation, 


Nor were the Schools of the Philoſo- 


| phers more favourable to the promulga- 


tion of Truth, than the Colleges of the 
Priefts - I hey conſidered their ſpecula- 
tions as of too elevated and refined a 
nature for ordinary minds. None but 
the rich and honourable were admitted 


to their lectures, however intereſting the 


ſubject: And to the end that the learn- 
ing and knowledge, which had coſt them 
fo much labour and expence in the ac- 
quiring, might not tranſpire to the pre- | 
judice of their profeſſion ; ſecrecy. and 
filence became the fanctions of their ſe- 


veral ſets, and were inviolably injoined 


their | reſpective diſciples. 


Thus 
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Thus inacceſſible to the bulk of man- 
kind were the moſt important truths 
amidſt the wiſe and learned in the Pagan 
world. — But of the Jews better things 
might be expected. They were a pecu- 


liar people, ſet apart by God himſelf for 


the preſervation of true religion amongſt 


men. To them were committed the Di- 


vine Oracles, together with the ſevereſt 
injunction not only to keep them in 
their own heart, but moreover to teach 
them diligently to their children, © to 
the intent, that when they came up, 
they might ſhew their children the 
ſame.” Surely this then, one would 
think, muſt be a wiſe and underſtanding 
Nation, a Nation acquainted with the 


truth from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
But alas ! that their caſe was the very 


reverſe, is notorious beyond contradic- 


tion. At the time when our Blefſed Lord 


appeared amongſt them, an extravagant 


fondneſs for tradition had well nigh eat 
EA „ 


wa? 
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up the vitals of true religion: By this 
fatal engine the Scribes and Phariſees, 


the received interpreters of the law, 


overturned the very foundations of mo- 


ral righteouſneſs; explaining away the 
written word of God, and ſo rendering 


his commandments of none effect, as 


| beſt ſuited their own iniquitous purpoſes. 


* 


In the mean while the common people, 
firſt blinded and miſled by their falſe 
guides, were then ſcurrilouſly and ſu- 


perciliouſly treated by them as vile, re- 
fuſe, and accurſed, for not knowing that 
very law which they themſelves had, 


with the utmoſt prevarication, witheld 
from them. Hence that denunciation of 
our Lord againſt them, Wo unto yon 
Lawyers, for ye have taken away the 


key of knowledge: Ye entered not in 


yourſelves, and them that were entering | 
in, ye hindered.” 


Now in the midſt of ſo kavghty and 
degenerate 


E R , e oy. 


degenerate an age; whilſt the unhappy- 
multitudes were kept at ſuch an awful 


diſtance from the knowledge of God and 
that of themſelves; and conſequently i 


a ſtate of implicit dependance and ſuper- 


ſtitious dread ; it was profeſſedly a new: 


and ſingular character by which ou. 


Lord recommended himſelf as aTeacher, 
that He was © meek and lowly in heart.” 


And that ſuch. was his true and proper | 


character, no one who has given any 
attention to the hiſtory of his manners 


and converſation upon earth, can be at 


a loſs to determine. For, 


"ow ſooner did He leave the retire- 
ments of a private life, and betake him- 
ſelf to the publick exerciſe of his mi- 
niſtry, than he gave full proof of an 
humble diſpoſition in the choice of his 
followers; perſons of mean birth, poor, 
and illiterate; yet not the leſs acceptable 
to Him who knew the hearts of all men. 

E 3 Neither 
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Neither the influence of th rich and 


noble, the reaſonings of the 8 i 


nor the ſubtlety of the ſcribe, were qua- 
lifications neceſſary to the furthering of | 
his religion ; nor indeed in any reſpe& 


| ſuitable to the temper and genius of it. 


He therefore choſe the fooliſh and weak 
things of the world, (as St. Paul expreſſes 
it) a ſet of ſimple and unlearned Apoſtles, 
to confound the wiſe, and bring down 
the mighty. And whereas the end of his : 

coming into the world was to propound 
pardon of fin, and eternal life to At, 
that with ſincere repentance and true 


faith were willing to embrace it; He 
never diſdained, to converſe familiarly 
and ſit at meat, with publicans and fin- 


ners; but took every opportunity of 


communicating his ſalutary doctrines to 
thoſe, who being ſpiritually ſick, ſtood 


in greateſt need of the divine phyſician. : 


Upon the ſame principle of a common 
Saviour by whom the partition-wall was 


to 
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to is broken down, we find him freely 


preaching to the Samaritans, a people 
Of all other the moſt contemptible and 


hateful to the Jews. In like manner did 


he exert his miraculous power to the 


healing of faithful aliens, as well as the 


impotent and afflicted of his own na- 


tion. Indeed when He firſt commiſſioned 
his Apoſtles to preach the goſpel, he 


commanded them not to go into the way 


of the Gentiles, neither into any city of 
the Samaritans ; but rather to the loſt 
Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael; becauſe 
| theſe were the Children of the Kingdom, 
to whom the promiſe of the Meſſiah was 


made, and the adoption and the promiſes 
eſpecially belonged : Such a reſtriction 


was therefore requiſite for a ſeaſon. They 


were however endued with divine power 
to do all imaginable good, and were en- 


joined to diſpenſe it in the moſt open 


and liberal manner: "On ſaid he, 
ye have received, freely give.” 
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We may further obſerve in the moral oy 
precepts delivered by the Bleſſed Jeſus, a 
certain ſpirit of meekneſs and univerſal 
. benevolence ; ſuch as, if duly regarded, 
muſt neceſſarily introduce peace on earth, 
and good- will amongſt men. And the 
ſame did he moſt happily explain and il- 
luſtrate by his own example. He went 
about doing good: It was the whole 
buſineſs of his life to ſoften the prejudi- 
ces, open the underſtandings, and heal 
the bodily infirmities of the people. So 
tender. was he of giving offence to the 
civil government under which he lived, 
that he paid a tribute, though at the 
expence of a miracle, to which he had 
even then proved himſelf not obliged. 
How did he weep over Jeruſalem, fore- 
ſeeing and foretelling the deſtruction 
that was about to fall upon that vicious 
and unrelenting city? With what pati- 
ence and reſignation to the will of Hea- 
ven did he endure the affc onts and indig- 
nities 
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nities that were maliciouſly put upon. 
- him ; and even in his laſt agonies Pray 
for hi 8 murderers i „ 


Thus it appaum from the whole te- | 
nor of our Lord's conduct, that the 
temper of his mind was very unlike to 
that either of the Greek Philoſopher, or 
Maſter of Iſrael : And therefore;no-won- 
der he ſhould be deſpiſed and perſecuted 
by both; that the manner of his life, as 
well as the nature of his doctrines, 
ſhould be to the one a ſtumbling block, 
and to the other fooliſhneſs. For though 

in the reaſon of the thing there could be 
ol better recommendation to any, eſpe- 

_ cially a ſpiritual, inſtructor, than an 
humble and charitable diſpoſition; yet 
partiality and worldly intereſt are impla- 
cable enemies to the truth, however gra- 

ciouſly offered, or evidently diſplayed : 
And that wickedneſs in general is a cauſe | 
ſufficient to produce infidelity, we have 
the 
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the teſtimony—of ſcripture, of aca 


and. experience. 


But to us, who are under none of the | 
Prejudices of Jew or Gentile ; who pro- | 


feſs ourſelves to be the followers of the 
meek and merciful Jeſus ; who know 
from whence he came, when he made 


his firſt humble appearance upon earth ; 


| and whither he 1s now aſcended ; who 


alſo expect him a ſecond time in great 


majeſty to Judge the world: To us, I 


ſay, how amiable are the leſſons, how 
Engaging the example of this divine 


Teacher! who therefore humbled him- 


ſelf, that we might be exalted ; who be- 


dame poor, that we might be made rich; 


and who died once ignominiouſly, that 


we might live with Him for ever in glory. 


And this brings me to the Second 
thing propoſed; which was to conſider 
the merits of our Bleſſed Lord's preten- 

ſions, 
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ſions, or, in other words, the efficacy 
of his Doctrines, to give Reſt to the 
Souls of Men. And here — f | 


5 . allows himſelf leiſure to 
reflect on the ſtate of. Religion and Mo- 
rality in the world, before the coming 
of Chriſt; that groſs ignorance, and 
corruption of manners, which had over- 
ſpread the face of the whole earth; toge- 
ther with that uncertainty and perplex- 
ity, in relation to truths of the greateſt 
conſequence,” that had taken poſſeſſion 
of che beſt and moſt conſidering part of 
mankind; miſt needs be ſatisfied of the 
neceſſity of ſome Revelation, in order to 
point out to men their duty; and alſo 
properly to encourage them in the pur- 
mit of it. 7218 . : 


The condition of the Gentiles is every 


where repreſented in Holy Scripture un- 
der the notion of darkneſs: - And true it 


18, 
W 


60 SERMON, it, 
18, that neither the light of nature, nor 


ä tradition, had influence ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve the knowledge and worſhip of the 


one true God ; but notwithſtanding 


theſe the whole world was become idola- 
trous and deſperately wicked. Nor were 


the utmoſt efforts of human reaſon ef- 


fectual to diſpel this ignorance, or to 
heal this corruption. The original cauſe 


of ſo univerſal æmalady was full as little 
known to the wiſe and learned, as to the 


fimple and literate. It muſt indeed be 
granted, that many of the better ſort 
ſaw, and perhaps ſecretly lamented, the 


popular errors: To them alſo we owe 
this farther acknowledgment, that they 
have given us many excellent ſayings for 


the conduct of human life. Yet after all, 


they did not generally oblige themſelves 

to the practice of their own precepts; not 

having ſufficient motives: to that end: 

Much leſs had they any authority where- 

bY they. could charge them on the con- 
ſciences 


ſciences of others. Beſides, as many 


different Philoſophers, ſo many different 


ſchemes of duty : All of them of equal 
force with reſpect to the perſons who 


delivered them; and therefore none of 
them of force enough to oblige others. 


But allowing a compleat ſyſtem of mora- 
hty to be formed from their ſeveral ſpe- 


culations ; and that the reaſonableneſs 


of living up to the ſame appeared to every 
- * unprejudiced mind: Yet foraſmuch as 
the paſſions of men have a powerful in- 
fluence over their actions, hardly to be 
reſtrained: even by Chriſtian faith ; what 


arguments could they propoſe of weight 


enough to counteract the affections and 


luſts of mankind, who were themſelves 
ſo little aſſured of the reality of a ſtate 


of rewards and puniſhments in a life 
to come? 


* 


T hen, as to the doctrine of forgive- 


pal of ſins upon repentaHes and amend- 
Of ment, 
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being only ſubſervient and preparatory 


4 
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: ment, the only ſolid foundation 5 : 


Peace and comfort to the guilty ſoul; 
this is a truth by no means aſcertaina- 
ble in a ſtate of nature; 3 becauſe every 
thinking man muſt ſee that repentance 
hath nothing in itſelf available to take 
away the inherent ſinfulneſs of fin, and 


render a paſt tranſgreſſion as though it 
1 had never been committed. 2 


* 


1 Gen the Pagan world we turn our 
eyes upon the people of the Jews; ſtill 
the proſpect of ſpiritual reſt is diſtant 
and clouded. Tis true, it pleaſed Al- 
mighty God, leſt his name ſhould be 
utterly loſt, amongſt men, to ſelect to 


| himfelf a National Church: And there- 


fore it ſeemed expedient to his divine 
wiſdom to preſcribe them certain laws 
and rules, how they ought to regulate 
their own demeanor, and his worſhip 
and ſervice. But the Moſaical economy 


to- 
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to that more glorious diſpenſation to be 
introduced by the Meſſias; it conſiſted 
chiefly in carnal and typical ordinances 


ſuch as, the Apoſtle tells us, could not 


7 make them who did the ſervice perfect, 
as pertaining to the conſcience ; and 
ſuch as he elſewhere calls weak and beg- 


garly elements, when compared with 


the maturity, the freedom, and ſpiritual 


excellence of the goſpel, In ſhort, true 


Religion was among the Jews ſo veiled 
under figure, oppreſſed with ceremony, 
and ſupplanted by tradition; that to the 
| generality, who looked not beyond the 


letter, but reſted in the outward perfor- 
mance, there could ariſe from ſo ſhadowy 
an inſtitution little rational ſatisfaction, 


and well grounded confidence. How 


much ſoever they might boaſt in having 
Abraham to their Father; in being the 
favourites of Heaven; in the exactneſs 


of their oblations, and multitude of their 


lacrifices ; * true reſt to the ſoul, in 


full 
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full aſſurance of life and immortality, 
was reſerved for the glad tidings of the 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Through Him alone it is that men 
are happily poſſeſſed of a conſiſtent and 
perfect rule of their duty : One great 
end of whoſe coming into the world 
was, that he might make known unto 
us the whole will of his Father. The 
Law of Nature long defaced, is now be- 
come plain and legible in every one's 
own breaſt ; cleared alike from Heathen. 
_ darkneſs and Phariſaical ſuperſtition. So 
truly was the preaching of the goſpel, 
in this ſenſe alſo, both a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of God's 
People Iſrael. There is indeed no one 
' ſocial virtue, nor any thing that ſerves 
to promote the peace, the honour, the 
intereſts of mankind, but the laws of 
Chriſt have an unerring tendency: ta, 
maintain and further, And though 
A. „(lach 


e mm 6 
(ſuch is the perverſeneſs of man) the 
good effects of theſe wholeſome laws are 


not altogether ſo viſible in the world ; | 
yet is this no argument againſt the vir- 
tue of them, if duly applied: For, did 


men but act up to the principles of 
Chriſtianity, the many prophetical pro- 
miſes concerning the peaceable and happy 
times of the Meſſiah would be ſignally 


accompliſhed, How greatly ſoever we 
may ſuffer ourſelves to be miſled by pre- 


judice or paſſion, Chriſt is aſſuredly the 
door, the way, and the life. The whole 
duty of man in every relation he can 
poſſibly ſtand engaged towards his God, 
his fellow-creatures, and himſelf, is by 
his doctrine and his authority pointed 
out to every apprehenſion : Ignorance 
can be no longer a cloak for ſin, nor 
want of light any juſtifiable excuſe for 
works of darkneſs. And this is a truth 
ſo apparent, and which bears ſo hard 
upon the conſciences of all; that thoſe 

Vor. 1. 5 who 
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ho do not live conformably to the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, nay, even thoſe who 
deny it to be divinely inſpired, are yet 
obliged to acknowledge the purity _ 
© of it's morals. 


il e this b Chriſtianity does not 
only preſcribe the moſt perfect rules for 
our conduct, but alſo enforces thoſe rules 
with the moſt prevailing motives and 
generous encouragements ; fuch as muſt 


affect every diſpofition; and ſuch as no 


human power could ever have offered, 
much leſs fulfilled. It muſt be owned 
that virtue, however amiable to cool and 
deliberate minds, has not charms enough 
in itſelf to biaſs the affections of the 
multitude; and few men are frightened 
out of their luſts and paſſions by the bare 
deformity of vice. But what more cogent | 
motives than theſe could mere. reaſon 
have ſuggeſted with any aſſurance, or 
upon any foundation? Whereas the 

1 | 5 ___ propoſals 
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propoſals of the goſpel ſtrike irreſiſtibly 
upon the ſoul : It's rewards are nobler 
than can be conceived, to incline us to 
our duty; it's terrors beyond the ſtretch 
of the moſt affrightened imagination, to 
deter us from fin. Both too are grounded 
in the immutable attributes of God, and 
confirmed to us by his divine word and 
authority. A ſure refuge this for diſ- 
treſſed virtue, as well as a check upon 
. proſperous wickedneſs ; ſince the inſo- 
lence of the one ſhall not finally go un- 
puniſhed, and the labour of the other 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. : 


The laft argument I ſhall offer in 
proof of the efficacy of our Lord's doc- 
trine to give reſt to the ſouls of men, is, 

that it pronounces terms. of reconcilia- 
tion to ſinners.— There is no peace, faith 

God, unto the wicked. Conſcience, that 
buſy but faithful monitor within us, will 

tell a man when he has done amiſs, that 
" Fx. he 
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he ber to be puniſhed for ſo doing, 
and that God who takes cognizance of 
his actions is juſt and powerful. And 
from this ſelf-conviction neceſſarily ariſe 
fears, doubts, and apprehenſions. It 18 
true indeed that a reaſoning mind, ob- 
ſerving the uſual methods of Divine Pro- 
vidence in governing the world, it's for- 
bearance to execute ſpeedy judgment on 
the workers of iniquity ; might be led 
to conclude that the Lord of all the 
Earth is merciful to thoſe who repent 
and amend. Yet becauſe pardoning is 
an act of grace, and not of debt, which 
God may or may not diſpenſe, as He 
thinks fit; it could not have been cer- 
tainly concluded that he would pardon, 
till he had poſitively declared his will to 
that purpoſe. And how unhappy muſt 
have been a ſtate of ſo much uncertainty 
in a point of ſuch infinite concernment ! 
Here then 1s the Chriſtian Revelation an 
anchor to the foul, both ſure and ſted- 


faſt 3 
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faſt; aſſuring us of this great truth, that 


upon our ſincere repentance, through 
the merits of Chriſt, God will be merci- 


ful to us, and remember our ſins and 
iniquities no more. How ſweet and com- 


fortable are thoſe words of the Evange- 
lical Prophet ! Let the wicked forſake 


his way, and the unrighteous man his 


thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” And how worthy of all ac- 
ceptation that faithful ſaying ! * That 


Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to "fave 
linners.” 


To conclude — Such being the moral 


character, and ſuch the ſpiritual doctrines 


of Jeſus, wherein He approved himſelf 


to be the Son of God; little ſurely need 
be added for inviting any under a Chriſ- 


tian eſtabliſhment to learn of Him, who 


0 1 offers himſelf to all; or to 
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ſet a due value upon the great truths: 


which He revealed, ſo full of comfort to 


every ſoul. For what ſpirit muſt that 
man be of, who prefers darkneſs before 


N light, and diſdains to be directed in his 


way to everlaſting ſalvation by a meſſen- 


ger ſent from God himſelf? And yet 


ſadly evident it 1s, there are who under- 
value, there are who reject, the goſpel 
of Chriſt ; who think their own reaſon 
ſufficient to inſtruct, and their own me- 
rits to ſave them. As arguments how 
perſuaſive ſoever are found ineffectual, 
and ever will be ſo, with men of ſuch 
perverſe diſpoſitions, who have ears and 
hear not, who have eyes and ſee not, 


the event alone muſt. convince them; 
which is ſuch a reflection as cannot but 


ſhock every one of us, who are ſatisfied 


with the grounds of our religion, and 
conſequently of the extreme danger of 


thoſe who wilfully “ neglect ſo great 
ſalvation.“ It remains only, that they 
who 


s E R NM N N AI os 


are as yet happily untainted with the 
poiſon of infidelity, bring with them - 
lowly and teachablediſpoſitions to Chriſt's 
_ preaching ; under a juſt ſenſe of their 
"own natural impotency z and with a 
thankful reliance on the goodneſs of 
_ God; for whom it is impoſſible to de- 
ceive his creatures, or ſuffer them to be 
deceived in matters of eternal conſe- 
quence. — It was prejudice grounded 
upon pride that rendered the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel, and the mean appearance 
of it's Author, .to the Greek fooliſhneſs, 
and to the Jew a rock of offence. And 
it is obſervable that our Bleſſed Lord 
himſelf ſet humility in the front of his 
beatitudes, as well knowing the ſpiritual 
Phyſician could have no good effect upon 
_ thoſe who are inſenſible of their malady. 


Let me only add, that from the con- 
ſideration of that abundant light, which 
it hath pleaſed God to ſhed upon man- 

Le, Et Jo kind 


* 
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kind under the goſpel, ariſes the ſtrong- 
eſt obligation to moral obedience. If 
I had not come and ſpoken unto them, 
(ſaid our Lord of the Jews) they had 
not had fin; but now have they no cloak 
for their fin,” . e. Before the Revelation 
of the Goſpel there was ſuch an apology 
for ſin in the world, as did much leſſen 
and excuſe the guilt of the ſinner: But 
ſince this Revelation of the Divine Will, 
the guilt of ſin is aggravated, and there 
remains no excuſe or pretence for it. 
He with whom there is no reſpect of 
perſons, will undoubtedly judge every 
man according to that degree of know 
ledge, or opportunity of acquiring it, 
- which hath been graciouſly diſpenſed to 
him. It is the voice of reaſon and equi- 
ty, confirmed by the determination of 
our great/Maſter, that the Servant who 
knew his Lord's will, and did not ac- 
cording thereto, ſhould be beaten with 
many ſtripes ; but that he © who knew 


not 


r N n N W ; 
not, and did commit things worthy of 
ſtripes, ſhould be beaten with few 

ſtripes.” Much then is required of us, 
_ unto whom much is given: We have 
the cleareſt light to direct us in the way 
of truth, and the moſt powerful motives 
to encourage us in the purſuit of it. 
Wherefore it behoves us to walk as 
Children of the Light; knowing that 
the times of ignorance are paſt, which 
God in his long-ſuffering winked at ; 
but that he now commandeth all men 


every where to repent, in full aſſurance 


of pardon and ſalvation through the 
alone merits of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord. 5 


II. Kines, v.13, 1% 


And his Servants came near, and fpake 
unto him, and ſaid, My Father, if the 
Prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, 

' evouldeſi thou not have done it? How 
much rather then, when be Jaith to thees 
V. afh and be clean ? 


| Then went he down, and di pe gef 
ſeven times in Jordan, according to the 
ſaying of the Man of God : And his fleſh 
came again like the fleſb of « a little — 
and he was clean. 


T HE intereſting as well as edifying 
ſtory, whereof my text is a part, 
18 that delivered to us of Naaman, 


Captain 


e 
Captain of the Hoſt of the King of Syria. 
This man, we are told, was in great fs 
vour with his maſter, and in high eſteem 
among all the people ; becauſe he was a 
man of valour ; had been victorious in 
battle, and had given deliverance to his 
country : But he had the misfortune to 
be afflicted with the Leproſy ; a diſeaſe, 
it ſeems, very common in thoſe parts, 
and for which they had no cure. Now 
it happened that ſome parties of the Sy- 
rians having made excurſions into the 
_ enemy's country, to get booty, had 
brought captive out of the land of Iſrael 
a little Maid, and ſhe waited on Naa- 
man's Wife. The ſame, knowing the 
many wonderful cures that had been 
performed by the hands of Eliſha, ex- 
preſſed an impatient deſire that her Lord 
might experience the virtue of that heal- 
ing Prophet. Whoſe words coming to 
Naaman's ears, he ſtraitway petitioned 
his maſter for leave to go upon this er- 
rand: 
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remedyAbut ſuch as in no wiſe favoured 


8E R M O N 
rand: Which having obtained, as alſo a 


letter of compliments to the King of Iſ- 


rael, he departed. The letter, we find, 
had no better effect than to raiſe the 
jealouſy and choler of him to whom it 
was directed.— He rent his cloaths, and 


-  faid, Am I a God to kill and to make 
alive, that he ſends to me to cure a man 
of his leproſy ? Wherefore conſider, I . 


pray you, and ſee how he ſeeketh a 
quarrel againſt me.” — But Eliſha hear- 


ing of the matter, and willing to con- 


vince this ſtranger of what the King's 
reply had given him but too much rea- 
ſon to doubt, viz. that there was indeed 


a Prophet in Iſrael, he required that he 


might come to him. So Naaman came 


with his horſes and chariots, and ſtood 
at the door of the houſe of Eliſha. And 
Eliſha ſent a meſſenger unto him, ſaying, 


Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and 
thou ſhalt be clean. A cheap and eaſy 


the 


am 1 Sew W 
the vanity of the Syrian: He deemed 


the Prophet inſolent, and his preſcrip- TE 


tion ridiculous. - ' Surely, ſaid he, 
thought he would come out to me, and 
call upon the name of his God, and 
ſtrike his hand over the place, and re- 
cover the Leper. Are not the rivers of 
my own country better than all the wa- 
ters of Iſrael ? May I not waſh in them 
and be clean ? So he turned' and went 
away in a rage.” And now it was, that 
his Servants, much wiſer than their 
Lord, came near, and ſpake unto him, 
and ſaid, — My Father, if the Prophet 
had bid thee do ſome great thing, 

wouldeſt thou not have done it? How ãà 
much rather then, when he only faith 
unto thee, Waſh and be clean?“ — 
Happy they! that are attended by ſuch. 
excellent Servants as theſe, who both 
had the courage to ſpeak the truth to 
their Maſter, and the prudence to enforce 
it with all ſubmiſſion and reverence. 
5 | W 
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FF SERMON Wt 
The event was, He went down, and 
did according to the ſaying of the Man 
of God, and was made perfectly clean; 


and, to his honour be it ſpoken, became 


a * believer. 


Such 18 the W of the relation; 


ſo far at leaſt as concerns my preſent 


purpoſe which is, to offer a few ſuch 
obſervations as naturally ariſe from the 
text; and then to make ſome uſeful ap- 
e of them to ne 


1. Now: the Firſt thing 1 hive" to 
obſerve is, that on which thoſe prudent 
Servants ſeem to have grounded their 
reproof, viz. the Character of the per- 
ſon to whom their diſeaſed Maſter ap- 


plied for relief. —They repreſent to him 


that he was a Prophet who gave him 


theſe directions; whereby they meant a 


man charged with a divine commiſſion, 
and endued with a power to do what no 
5 — man 
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man could do unleſs God was with him. 
And it is plain, Naaman himſelf went 
upon this perſuaſion. Why did he not 

then follow his preſcription? "Tis tri- 

fling in any cafe to aſk advice of one 
whom we preſume capable of giving it, 
and afterwards to neglect it when given. 
But when we have good affurance to 
believe the Phyſician to be from God, 
in ſuch a. caſe not to: do as we are di- 


_ * rected, is adding impiety to folly. As 


the mighty fame of Eliſha was what had 
induced him to undertake the journey, 
and make his application; it ſhould in 
all reaſon have excited him to try an 
_ expedient, which would ſo quickly and 
eaſily have convinced him of the reality 
of his power, — But neither did the 


matter ſtick here : For I obſerve fur- 
ther, — that 


Secondly, 'The meanneſs ard fimpli- 
city of the remedy, Joined to the autho- 
8 | ritative 


EKM AN m 
ritative manner in which it was preſcri- 


bed, appears to have been the principal 
cauſe of his contemning it. Hence that 


| queſtion. of his Servants, * Had he bid 
thee do ſome great thing, wouldeſt thou 


not have done it?” - It may ſeem ſtrange 


indeed that a diſeaſed patient ſhould 


_ quarrel either with the phyſician or his 
| preſcription. on ſuch accounts; or that 
ſo much pride ſhould be found in any 
perſon afflicted with ſo miſerable and 


nauſeous a diſtemper. But ſo it is—the 


vanity of human nature 1s never more 
apt to betray itſelf, than where it is 
chiefly concerned to be humble, in in- 
ſtances the moſt demonſtrative of it's 


corruption and impotency. Men muſt 


be cured their own way or not at all; 
they love to be ſoothed and flattered 
even into the acceptance of their own 
good, and have no confidence in a re- 
medy which neither coſts them any 


. nor hath any thing ſingular to 
recommend 


s KE R M ON iu. 3 
recommend it. It is probable this haugh- 
ty Leper would have ſubmitted to ſome 

painful operation, had any ſuch been 
required: It appears too from the ſequel 
of the ſtory, he would have grudged no 
expence to have been healed: But he 
wanted to be humoured in the means 
and manner of the cure; expected the 
God of Iſrael and his ſervant the Pro- 
phet ſhould have favoured one of his 
dignity with a more pompous miracle, 
and diſdained the waſhing in a river ſe- 
ven times, as a ceremony of no kind of 
efficacy in itſelf, and altogether unwor- 

thy of his character to be complied with. 


3. The next obſervation I make upon 

the text is in favour of Naaman ; that 
he afterwards liſtened to the reaſoning 

of his Servants, and aſſented to the ordi- 
nance of Eliſha. — Prejudice and paſſion 
had at firſt blinded his mind to his own 
intereſt, in a matter of great concern- 
Yor. I: bo ment: 
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ment: We are told, he was in a rage 
with the Man of God; who doubtleſs 


had treated him in the manner he did, 
on purpoſe to make trial of his faith; 


and that he expreſſed his reſentment in 


language of contempt; thus rejecting 


the divine counſel againſt himſelf: And 


his pride had well nigh confirmed him 


in his leproſy for ever. But when he 


came to himſelf; when the ſtorm of his 
paſſion was blown off, he prudently at- 


tended to good advice, though from his 


Servants; he conſidered the matter, and, 


as we may infer from the event, repented 


and believed. For otherwiſe it is not to 
be ſuppoſed the experiment had proved 
effectual in the manner we are aſſured it 
did; ſince upon actually dipping him- 
ſelf in Jordan ſeven times, according to 


the ſaying of the Man of God, his fleſh 
came again like the fleſh of a little 


child, and he was clean. From whence, 
I cannot but obſerve, i | 


4. Laſtly; 


4. Laſtly; The abundant mercy and 
goodneſs of God, who is ever more pro- 
vident of our welfare than we are of 
our own, He was not ſo far provoked | 
by the inconſiderate vanity of the lep- 
rous Syrian, though not of the Seed of 
Iſrael, but that upon his repentance and 
compliance He bleſſed the appointed. 
means, and rendered them effectual. No 
ſooner was the inward man renewed, but 
the outward was made clean; and the 
recovery of the fleſh bore happy teſti- 
mony to the good. diſpoſition and ſince- 

rity of the Spirit, Thus did it Pleaſe. 
the univerſal Father of Mankind, who 
is no reſpecter of perſons, to ſhew this 
Heathen that there was indeed a God and. 
a Prophet in Iſrael. Tis true, his ori- 
ginal pride and unfaithfulneſs had enti- 
tled him to no ſuch favour; however, 
for his own name s ſake, and for the 
ſake of his choſen people, he was pleaſed 
to lanctify the waters of Jordan to the 
5 2 . healing 
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| healing of a Stranger, who likewiſe, by 


his ſubſequent converfion and obedience, 


approved himſelf not e unwor- 


8 of the divine od l et 


Wah thus kth for the eee 


naturally ariſing from the text. I pro- 
ceed now to make ſome application of 


them to our own uſe and improvement. 


2. Foraſmuch then as the infirmities 
of the body do oftentimes bear ſome: 
analogy to the diſorders of the ſoul ; we 
may in this reſpect look upon Naaman 


the Syrian as no improper emblem of 
ourſelves.— Sin is a kind of Spiritual 
Leproſy, which too, like that fatal diſ- 
eaſe, falls not within the reach of human 
medicine: Nor is the one a whit leſs 
loathſome than the other. But had this 


Leper a Prophet to whom to apply for 
relief? We have more than a Prophet— 


the Son of God—one endued. with an 
| unlimited 


S7 E N M 0 N = ; 


eluted power in and from himſelf: 
And we have all imaginable encourage- 
ment to apply to Him, who hath de- 
clared, that he came to heal the ſick, to 
call ſinners to repentance, and that who- 
ſo cometh unto Him he will in no wiſe 
- caſt him out.” Sinee therefore we have 
confeſſedly, the beſt of us, much need of 
being healed, what have we to do but, 
like the diſeaſed in the text, to go with 
all ſpeed to this our Divine Phyſician ? 
Nor 1s he far from any amongſt us; his 
ſalutary word is within our reach, and 
ö * to every enquirer. 


But we are 10 ſeek him in faith, and 
obey him with humility; otherwiſe his 

moſt ſacred preſcriptions will prove in- 
effectual. We are not to ſpurn at his 
ordinances, becauſe ſimple and eaſy to 
be obſerved; nor take offence at his me- 
dicines, becauſe we cannot comprehend 


their healing quality. For it often pleaſes 
. 82 the 


EN D. 
the Almighty Creator, in order to make 
his power known, to ſanctify the mean- 
eſt of his creatures to the nobleſt pur- 
poſes. Our Bleſſed Lord anointed the 
eyes of a man blind from his birth with 
clay made of ſpittle, and bade him waſh 
in the Pool of Siloam ; and he went, 
and waſhed, and came ſeeing. Not that 
He could not have cured him without 
any ſach application, by a fingle touch 
or a ſingle word: But he choſe rather 
by means ſo inſignificant and unpromi- 
ſing in themſelves, at once to try the 
faith of the patient, and manifeſt his 
_ owr- power and authority. So in the 
caſe of Naaman the Syrian ; it is not to 
p be imagined there was any more inhe- | 
rent efficacy in the river Jordan, than in 
the waters of his own country ; nor any 
peculiar virtue in the number of times 
he was directed to waſh in it ; but the 
orders of Eliſha were plain and peremp- 
tory, on purpoſe to prove the obedience 


of 
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of this great man by ſo humiliating an 
experiment; and at the ſame time to 
juſtify his own character as a Prophet. 
In like manner the ordinances of the 
Goſpel are plain and obvious, and have 
no outward pomp to recommend them 
to our obſervance. We are commanded 
to be baptized in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; and it is 
in virtue of that incomprehenſible name 
alone that the waters of baptiſm have 
their purging efficacy upon the ſouls of 
Chriſtians. But ſhall we make light of 
this heavenly ordinance, becauſe we know | 
not how the waſhing of the body can 
be effectual to the cleanſing of the ſoul ? 
Or ſhall we neglect to eat bread and 
drink wine, as Chriſt hath ordained in 
his Church in remembrance of him, be- 

cauſe we have no ſenſible diſcernment of 
his Body and Blood in that Holy Sacra- 
ment; and becauſe we cannot account 
for the ſtrengthening of the ſpiritual 
009, oy man 
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man by thoſe material means ? — Or, 
laſtly, ſhall we refuſe to aſſemble our. 


ſelves together, and offer up our com- 
mon petitions in the name of Jeſus, be- 


cauſe we ſee him not in the midſt of us, 


as he hath aſſured us he is, receiving our 
prayers, and helping our infirmities ? — 


Surely, if we believe Chriſt to have come 


from God, tis prepoſterous to think | 
meanly of his inſtitutions; eſpecially for 


ſo abſurd a reaſon, as that they are ſim- 
ple and eaſy to be complied with, and 


we ſee no virtue in them that we ſnould 


obey them. May I not take up the up- 


braiding queſtion of Naaman's Servants 


and ſay, Had our Saviour commanded 


us to do ſome great thing, ſhould we not 


have done it? Tis probable we ſhould, 


ſeeing the nature of mankind in the 
practice of thoſe barbarous nations, who 
through ignorance and ſuperſtition cut 


and gaſh themſelves with knives and 


lancets; ſacrifice their very children, 
1 4 8 9 5 and 
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and put themſelves to numberleſs miſe. 
ries in order to appeaſe the offended 
Deity. How much rather then ſhould 
we follow the precepts of our merciful 
Lord? who bids us only waſh and be 
clean; who hath told us that they who 
aſk ſhall have, they who ſeek ſhall find, 

and that © to them who knock the King- 
dom of Heaven ſhall be opened.” 


Even thoſe who have hitherto deſpiſed 
or neglected the eaſy means of ſalvation 
which Chriſt has offered, are not with- 

_ out the greateſt encouragement to enter 
upon a new ſtate of faith and obedience. 
For if God had compaſſion on the Infidel 
| Leper, when he repented, and did ac- 
cording to the ſaying of the Prophet; 
how much more will he cleanſe us from 
the Leproſy of Sin, when we return 
from our evil ways, and act up to the 
Goſpel of his Son? Such indeed are the 
very terms of the covenant made with 
G.. 5 us 
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us in that goſpel — He' who believeth, 


i. e. who putteth his truſt in the merits 


of Chriſt, and keepeth his word, ſhall 
be ſaved; but he that behoveth not. ſhall 


be condemned. 


In a oat hath appointed cer- 
tain ordinances in his Church, which he 
will have obſerved, for the acknowledg- 
ment of his ſovereignty, and for the ma- 


nifeſtation of true religion and without 


fulfilling the conditions required on our 


part, we can have no juſt pretenſion to 
the promiſes made on his. We muſt be 


initiated into the congregation of Chriſ- 
tians by baptiſm ; make publick profeſ- 


ſion of our belief in Chriſt by commu- 
nicating at the table which he hath 


inſtituted ; attend the aſſemblies of his 


Saints; give ear to his word, and pray 


in his name. Theſe are the ordinary 


means of divine grace, the conduits of 


ſpiritual bjeſſings, which never fail thoſe 
nd „ who 


SERMON I. og 
who apply to them in faith. I ſay, in 
faith — becauſe: the obſervance of theſe 
outward means, however ane with- 
out ſincerity in the inward man, will 
' avail little. Could Naaman have waſhed 
without believing, he had never been 
made clean : Nor will the externals even 
of the Chriſtian Religion ſanctify a cor- 
rupted heart. But if we have faith to 
be healed, to make a proper application 
of the means of grace to our diſeaſed 
ſouls ; then ſhall we be cleanſed indeed 
from our ſpiritual leproſy, then ſhall the 
ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt r 
us from all ſin. 
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B: 552% Thou art "ds whole : Sin 10 
more, 4 a Wor worſe thing come unto thee. 


1 H E 88 here applied to was a 
certain impotent, friendleſs man, 


who had laboured under a malignant 


infirmity thirty and eight years; and 
was now got to the Pool of Betheſda, 


hoping to be relieved, as others were 


wont to be, by waſhing in thoſe falutary 


waters: But being himſelf a cripple, and 
having no one to put him in at the pro- 


per ſeaſon, he lay there in a miſerable 
condition, 


s E K M ON e 


condition; and as it ſhould ſeem i to no 
manner of purpoſe ; when our Bleſſed 
Lord ſeeing him, and well knowing his 


cafe, had compaſſion on him, and, by a 


miraculous exertion of his divine power, 
cured him of his inveterate malady ; ; 

bidding him © riſe, take up his bed, and 
walk. But the day; en which He per- 


formed this beneficent miracle; being 


the Sabbath, and the hypocritical Jews 


taking offence at it, he privily conveyed 7 


himſelf thence on account of. the multi- 


tude. After ward, we are told, Jeſus 


| findeth the man, on whom he Had 


wrought the miracle, in the Temple, 
a very proper place for Him to repair to 
who had received ſo wonderful a .deli- 


verance ; nor a leſs proper one in which 
the Heavenly Phyſician might extend 

that healing to the ſoul of his patient, 
which he had fo liberally beſtowed on 
his body. Here then, we may obſerve, 
He, in a manner ſomewhat emphatical 
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and authoritative, puts him in mind of 
his late cure,—* Behold Thou art made 
whole — Thou, who art a ſinful wretch, 
art releaſed from thy deſerved bond; for- 
get not this inſtance of divine mercy— 
and withal ſubjoins the following. re- 
markable caution, ©. Sin no more 
enforced too with a ſanction no leſs re- 
markable, © leſt a worſe thing come 
unto thee.” From all which circumſtan- 
ces duly conſidered ariſe two particulars 
well worthy your attention, and which 
I ſhall therefore make the ſubject of the | 
preſent diſcourſe. The | | 


PI Firſt of which Fa That this Man's 
remit had been wing to "Oe 
Sins: The 


Second, That notwithſtanding he 
Was now made whole, yet if he 
returned to his former Sins, he 


Ro by f 8 , 
> 
4 % r 


_ ao. eee. yer hed dad ett Gi eee: lads ita TE RT v4 hs 22228 n 
CS __ 85 wi, <a e — — WEIR mm < * 4 II . 3 — 9 ** 
PETER 9 — 50 2. % 5 . — 2 "Oz UE EIN oo” Tp FO ts x! wa ot dy RD 

K 8 ADE SER - 2 4 


F pwr nn a> 


Py LAT: 2 
W 8 >. p 8 e 
r CSS A a5; p wa Las. 
a 1 — 0 — — . 
. — 1 RY - — who — Ape ce 
p we — "= - 
- $0 TY ——ͤk—k — . ͤ— . — 


"> „6 — — EO ³˙ IO DA IT 


might expect that ſomething _ 
Would befal him. 1 | 
I Firſt 


SERMON: "© 


1. Firſt then I. obſerve, this Man's 
Infirmity had been owing to his Sins. 
Thus much our Bleſſed Saviour (who 
needed not. that any ſhould teſtify of 
man, for he knew what was in man) 
clearly diſcerned; and therefore bade 
him / no more: Which was as much 
as if he had plainly told him — Thy ſins 
have been the occaſion of this tedious 
malady, therefore conſider within N 
ſelf, ws thankful and N 


* . 
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1 
a. 


It is not 4 FOR man 10 impute 
every calamity, which happens to ano» 
ther, to the judgment of God; becauſe, 


in this world of probation, it may pleaſe 


the Almighty to affſict his ſervants for 
many wiſe ends beſides that of puniſh- 
ment — Which may be plainly enough 
inferred from the anſwer which our Lord 
himſelf made to his Diſciples, upon their 
queſtioning Him concerning the man 
that was blind from his birth, whether 
this 
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this were occaſioned through his own 
= fins or thoſe of his parents: To which 
e anfrercd, . neither hach this man 
1 ſinned, nor his parents; (i. e. ſo ſinned 
_ © as that this blindneſs was inflicted for 
the guilt of either) but that the works 
of God ſhould be made manifeſt in him.” 
boy So likewiſe, when the Jews told Jeſus of 
.. r the Galilzans, whoſe blood Pilate had 
Ta mmingled with their ſacrifices,” he in a 
8 particular manner reſtrains them from 
1 paſſing any ſevere cenſure upon thoſe 
Anbappy perſons; or upon thoſe other 
5 : | on whom the Tower in Siloam fell and 
4 ; [ . flew them; as though they were in a 
* more than ordinary degree ſinners, be- 
41 |; cauſe they ſuffered ſuch things: But 
1 a adviſes them rather to look at home, 
and repent of their own ſins, leſt they 
11 | alſo ſhould fall into the like dreadful 
4 4 : circumſtances, who gocher deſerved it 
SHE. much me a eee 
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Howeyer, it is not to be ſuppoſed 
but that the temporal ſufferings of men 
are frequently owing to their ſins: As 
is evident from the example of the im- 
potent man in my text; and alſo from 
the caſe of that Paralytick, whom Jeſus 
raiſed with thoſe remarkable words, — | 
* Son be of good cheer, thy Sins be for- 
given thee,” Nay, the marks of parti- 
cular vices are fo viſibly impreſſed upon 
certain calamities, that one cannot chuſe 
but attribute the unhappy offspring to 
it's rightful parent. For who amongſt 
us is not almoſt a daily witneſs to the 
fatal ill conſequences of debauchery, diſ- 
| honeſty, prodigality, and many other 
enormities, which are naturally produc- 
tive of their own puniſhment? To ſay 
nothing of thoſe ſignal judgments of 
Providence, executed upon wicked men 
more immediately by God; many of 
which are recorded in ſacred ſtory ; and 
which it is ſo far * being preſump- 

Vor. „ tune 
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tuous and blameable in us to impute to 
the wickedneſs of thoſe perſons on whom 
they fell; that they ſeem to have been 
ſent principally for this very purpoſe, 
e that the inhabitants of e world 
might learn righteouſneſs; 7. e. that 
men ſeeing or hearing of God's vindic- 
tive juſtice manifeſted upon ſuch and 
ſuch tranſgreſſors, might be the more 
excited to take warning and fear, leſt 
they incur in like manner the diſpleaſure 
[ of the Tue” 
: But one great = good end of God's 
chaſtiſements, is without doubt to awa- 
ken the guilty ſufferers into a ſenſe of 
their wickedneſs, and an apprehenſion 
of their danger. And therefore, though 
it becomes others to be extremely cau- 
tious how they judge their afflicted bre- 
thren; yet is it the concern and duty of 
every one who is under any grievous 


affliction, to judge himſelf; to examine 


his 


is 
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his own heart, and try to find out the 
bitter fountain from whence it ſprang. 
Perhaps the light of his conſcience, if 
duly attended to, will direct him to the 
true and immediate cauſe of the evil; 
either the commiſſion of ſomething 
which he ought not to have done, or 
the omiſſion of what he ought to have 
performed. And in this caſe the ſame 
reaſoning faculty that diſcovers the oc- 
caſion of his ſuffering, will readily pre- 
ſcribe the moſt effectual means of re- 
moving it. For inſtance, where a man's 
poverty or diſtreſs are found to be owing 
either to his idleneſs or profuſeneſs, his 
vexations to diſhoneſty; or his ſickneſs. 
to intemperance ; tis plain the moſt 
likely method to correct theſe evils, and 
prevent the return of them, is to rectify 
every one his particular miſconduct. Or 
if the nature of the calamity be ſuch, 
that it cannot be fairly deduced from 
any default of our own; as is the caſe 


H 2 of 
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of thoſe numberleſs accidents, injuries, 
and misfortunes, to which all, even the © 


beſt men, are continually obnoxious, 


notwithſtanding their utmoſt care and 


precaution: Yet forafmuch as God © doth. 

not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men,” but for wiſe reaſons, and 
to good purpoſes; therefore the uſe we 


_ ought to make of ſuch ſufferings, is, to 


humble ourſelves before Him; to review 


our lives, and repent at leaſt of our ge- 


neral treſpaſſes, and to ſubmit with pa- 
tience to the divine chaſtiſement. For 


we may be aſſured, that fin is the cauſe, 
however remote, of every evil that befals 
us; fince if man had never ſinned, God 


would never have afflicted him. 


25 a bs 2 Sf Masdibassd, Repen- 
tance, and Submiſſion, are ever the. moſt 
certain means of ſanctifying affliction; 
and are too the moſt probable ones of 
removing it. 80 3 wx we are actually 

under 
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never fail to lay the ſame i 
Ie in- 


1 ourſelves, which 
Lord &S, which | | 
lay upon the impotent Oo Bleſſed | 
an when 


healed — 
Sin no more. Becauſe if. 
aſe if we con- 


tinue in, 

: | or retur 
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2. For though to maintain upon the 


mind a juſt ſenſe of our unworthineſs, 
and to expreſs a ſuitable ſorrow and hu- 


miliation for our paſt ſins, when under 
the immediate ſcourge of divine Provi- 


dence, is ſo far good and acceptable in 
God's fight ; and, as I before obſerved, 


the moſt likely method to remove the 
calamity: Vet it muſt be owned, this is 


all but mockery and grimace, if it laſt 


no longer than the ſmart 1s upon us ; 
and ſhews plainly that we were much 
more grieved at the puniſhment of our 
ſins, than at the guilt of them. So that 
in this caſe God may very juſtly inflict 
ſome more dreadful evil upon fuch as de- 
ſpiſe his chaſtening: And it is but rea- 
ſonable to expect that he will do it. For 
it were much better to impute the afflic- 
tion to misfortune, chance, and acci- 
dent, or any other cauſe beſides the 

divine judgment; than, after we have 

acknowledged it to be ſuch, and hum- 
= th bled 
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bled ourſelves under it, immediately | 
upon it's removal to renew our affronts, 


and aggravate our offences. This indeed 
is to abuſe mercy by a ſenſeleſs ingrati- 
tude ; which is ever the moſt ready way 
to haſten vengeance. ' Nay, it may pleaſe 
God in ſuch a caſe to puniſh-us yet more 


ſeverely, out of mere loving kindneſs ; 


to prove us by ſharper diſcipline ;'to de- 
liver us unto Satan, (as St. Paul did the 
inceſtuous perſon) for the deſtruction 
of the fleſh ; that, if we be not utterly 


incorrigible, we may be ſaved in the day 


of the Lord Jeſus, 


But here it * obvious to remark, how 


_ exceedingly prone men are in general to 


fail in this momentous point; rejecting 
the counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
and fruſtrating his judgments. Tis true 
in the time of our trouble we call upon 


Him; pain and diſtreſs extort this from 
us: But how ſoon ” we forget as. well 
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the correction as the deliverance ? -Of 
this we have a notorious inſtance in the 
people of Iſrael; whom when the Lord 
« flew, then they ſought Him; and they 
returned, and enquired early after 
« God: And they remembered that God 
e was their Rock, and the high God 
te their | Redeemer. Nevertheleſs, they 
« did but flatter Him with their mouth, 
* and they lied unto him with their 
| oY tongues. For their heart was not 
te right with him, neither continued they 


ee ſtedfaſt in his covenant. Yea, they 


ec turned back, and tempted God, and 
limited the Holy One of Iſrael. They 
b remembered not his hand, nor the day 
Le when he delivered them from the ene- 
„ my. —And 'tis to be feared the greater 
part of Chriſtians do in this reſpect but 
too much reſemble that obſtinate people; 
repenting only by fits, as they happen at 
any time to be afflicted; and when they 
are made whole, turning again to their 
fins, 


6 E A MON F was. 


ſins, as ſoon as they are recovered from 
the effects of them. Hence may we fre- 


quently ſee malefactors dragged a ſecond 
time to the place of execution, from 


which they had once been reprieved ; 
and where without doubt they lamented 
the conſequence, though, it ſhould feem, 


were little concerned about the iniquity, 7 


of their courſes. 


The uſe I would make of this obſera 


vation is, to caution men how they ven- 


ture to defer their repentance till that 


gloomy ſeaſon, when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
come upon them: Not only, becauſe 
they know not how God may accept of 
ſuch a refuſe offering, after that they 


have denied Him the better and more 


ſerviceable part of their lives; but be- 
cauſe too they may themſelves be miſta- 
ken in the very point; not knowing 
aſſuredly, unleſs it ſhall pleaſe God to 
grant them ſpace for farther trial, whe- 

| ther 
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ther they make Him any real oblation 
or not: 1. e. whether their repentance, 
vows, and reſolutions, be merely the ef- 
fect of their fears, which like morning- 
clouds might ſoon paſs away; or whe- 
ther they are founded upon religion and 
truth; a thorough ſenſe of the horrid 
nature of ſin, and the immutable attri- 
butes of God. 


But, laſtly, Though to begin our re- 
pentance at ſuch an unſeaſonable time, 
be extremely hazardous and preſuming; 
| yet as men muſt neceſſarily begin it then, 
if they have not done ſo before; let no 
one however in this caſe negle& to per- 
ſevere in his amendment, after that he 
is delivered from his diſtreſs, or to pay 
the vows which he promiſed when he 


wWoas in trouble. For think not (O! Man) 


— 


- 1 0 899 1 — * 5 
Re ͤ oo ² 0c c a———qy_—6 - . 
- 1 * — A * 
is — OY ay — 7 . 


that thy paſt ſufferings and ſhort-lived 
Jorrow x were ſufficient to expiate the guilt 
| that 
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that might be the cauſe of them but 


rather attend to this divine counſel, 


Sin no more, leſt a worſe thing come 
unto thee.” The arrows of the Al- 
mighty are many and terrible; and, if 
the wicked turn not, He hath bent 


his bow and made it ready.“ He is 
able to try them with more plagues 


than can be expreſſed, even in this 


world; and, if they are incorrigible 15 
under his judgments, to purſue them 


with everlaſting puniſhments in the 
next. — On the other hand, how gra- 


cious and comfortable this caution to 
the corrigible offender ? < Behold thou 


art made whole ; ſin no more.” Which 


though it does imply, what was be- 


fore noted, that ſin is ſometimes the 
occaſion of a man's temporal calami- 


ties; yet does it imply likewiſe, that 


if he take warning from his paſt ſuf- 


ferings, repent and amend ; there ſhall 


upon that account no further evil happen 
Ee unto 
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unto him, either here or hereafter. 
All the tranſgreſſions that he hath com- 
mitted, they ſhall not be mentioned: 
: He hath < an Advocate with the Father, 
 _. Feſus Chriſt. the righteous, who died 
for his Sins, and roſe again for his 
JuikWcation,” 
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He hath ſrewed. thee, 0 Man, 1 3 


good; and what doth the Lord require. of 


thee, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, ; 


and ta walk CO * thy God 2 


N7 HEN we aki 45 many 


the Jews by divine authority, and re- 
quired of that people under the ſevereſt 


burthen too heavy to be borne, When 
5 * 


1 : : 
\ : 
— . — Ire — — RE Ly . — nos es wer — 464 
. * - Sx rw e 2 * r 7 3 
22 E * Is "7 ENTS. 
n <7 8 an- . re > —_ 
N 2 WT 

* 2 3 n 

Py r 5 ER | ” e 


+ 1 
* 5 
2 — — ws 2 2 rene 5 — = =" Ve OE —— Tian 5 7 2 | 

Pee = $56” 5 1, Pos A b 34 5a Rc Cri 2 oaths abt 
5 SR RK FS. be SE ; * 7 Le IE. * BT OC Pr © þ 2 2 EOS. SO . — : ”S n 
* CEP 1 = — 85 n os * TEL ITY : . . 
2 3 - 2 * p ES q n - L 8 ye nn à © 7 ee IS 2 3 
r \ ; . oo ; , 3 5 g I 91 8 

, wee IS q p 2 : 1 £1 * 

— Ga. n — . Kr — er N , - — 7 


expenſive as well as troubleſome 
Rites md Ceremonies inſtituted among 
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ligion was indeed a. hard yoke, and a 
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we er this, it may ſeem ſtrange 


how one of their own Prophets could 


expoſtulate with them as in the texkt: 


As though nothing more had been ex- 


pected at their hands, than to behave ; 
conformably to the great duties of mo- 
ral righteouſneſs to do juſtly, to love 
_—; and to walk humbly before God.” 


The truth * this oo 


| were of a ſecondary and ſubordinate obli- - 
gation. In that they were appointed by 


God, they were doubtleſs intended for 
good purpoſes, and were therefore not 
to be negleCted : But when put into the 


ſcale with the weightier matters of the 
moral law, they were, comparatively 


ſpeaking, of no conſideration ; the one 


great end of all poſitive inſtitutions be- 


ing to promote genuine piety and virtue. 
Thus, the peculiar ceremonies in uſe 


among the Jews were evidently calcula- 
ted to preſerve them from Idolatry, and 


the 


S E R X O- Nt VI, itt 
the Heathen Rites, of which they were 
extravagantly fond; and to keep them 
cloſe to the worſhip of the one true God: 
Whilſt ſome were obſerved as comme- 
morative of paſt mercies, in order to ex- 
cite a generous ' gratitude within them 
towards their Almighty Deliverer; and 
others, as typical of future bleſlings ; 


with intent to animate their faith and 
n in the divine e 2:42) 


When leech Dy Prophet had in 
the former part of this chapter reproved 
the people for their ſins; and afterwards, 
in the verſes preceding my text, had in- 
troduced them as ſolicitous and inquiſi- 
tive how they might propitiate God's 
diſpleaſure, and avert his judgments ; 
ſaying, Wherewith ſhall I come before 
* the Lord, and bow myſelf before the 
„high God ? Shall I come before him 
Fe mT with calves of 
«a your old ? Will the Lord be pleaſed 
0 | Son 


un SERMON: VI. 


d with thouſands of rams, or with ten 
e thouſand of rivers. of oil? Shall I give 

1 * my, firſt-born for my. tranſgreſſion, 
li e the fruit of my body for the ſin of my 
1 * ſoul?” He intimates to them, that 


Oy 


| ſuch coſtly and inhuman oblations are of 
; nos avail toward ſatisfying for fin, or ob- 
: _ taining. the divine favour ; which is not 
6 to be procured by a bare performance of 
F the external offices of Religion, but by 
i an actual reformation of their hearts 
* and lives: He hath ſhewed thee, O 


« Man, what is good ; and what doth 
cc the Lord require of thee, but to do 
« « juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
2 nadie with thy/C God.” 
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þ BY Pan, ever ws the vain 1 of 
i hypocrites to compound for criminal 
1 indulgencies by certain ceremonial ſub- 


ſtitutions; and to evade the fatal conſe- 
1 quences of vice by ſome other way than, 
I - what is the only right one, repentance 
#h 4 | ; Fs IT | and | 
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and anion. Such was the reliance 


of wicked Heathens on their Altars and 
Images; ſuch the confidence of i iniqui- 
tous Phariſees in their Tithes and Offer- 


ings ; and ſuch (tis too well known) is 


the deluſion of many corrupt Chriſtians, 
who think to diſcharge their debts to 


God, as thoſe to their Neighbour, by : 


pecuniary conſiderations ; or at leaſt to 
balance the account with long prayers 


and a form of godlineſs. In the mean 
while this is nothing more than a trick 


and impoſition upon Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, which muſt know better ; God 
having ſhewn man as well by natural 


light, as by his laws, what is good; 1570 | 


what is truly and eſſentially ſo, what is 
of neceſſary and perpetual obligation. 
All of which the Prophet has here com- 


prized under the three duties of Doing | 


zuſtly, of Loving Mercy, and of Walking 
humbly with God : The firſt and ſecond 
more immediately reſpecting our Neigh- 

Vol. * * = bour, 


— 3 
n , 


4 = 5 - 8 ow — — r * 5 r e 

"I RES ES Fx 1 ent - te A — 22 ES IC et WOW a — N 

E y —— IX OB hg EE ety 

2 * 7 = _ 2 4s 72 Ln: 4 9 FRETS 0 * As 5 2 n — 
r eee LILY * 


— e : 
E ˙ ee n 


n 
S 


— — * 


Pris ner 
— —— 


4 © 433 A WW. £ 
TOA art rr. r — — . - a> 


114 8 E R M ON VE 


bour, the third our Creator INT; proceed. 


therefore to take each of theſe under diſ- 
tinct conſideration : In order to ſet be- 


fore you, as at one view, the great Out- 
lines of that reaſonable Service, which 


the Lord Our God r equires of us all. 


1. And firſt; Let no man conceit that 


true religion can ſubſiſt without the ob- 


ſervance of Juftice ; or that any preten- 
ces to religion can atone for the neglect 
of ſo principal a duty. Juſtice between 
man and man is one of thoſe neceſſary 
hinges .on which the preſervation and 
welfare, of all ſociety depend, and upon 


which the whole commerce of the world 


turns. It is founded in truth, is indeed 
truth, itſelf, diſcernible: by the light of 
nature, and not wilfully to be violated 
without forcing and injuring our con- 
ſciences. He. that dares over-reach or. 
« defraud his brother in any matter, 


may en. * 2 in the ſuperi- 


I bority 


| ority of his underſtandi 
in the fruits of it: But is he not all the 
while cheating himfelf ? Is he not rob- 


bing his own better part, his ſoul, of 


that inward peace and felf-fatisfaCtion, 
which is only to be found in the paths 
of virtue and honeſty ? Whilſt he acts 
contrary to the dictates of univerſal rea- 
ſon, and in open defiance to the expreſs 
laws of the ſupreme Governor of the 
World, who hath ſaid, Thou ſbalt not 
 fteal: In whoſe eye the ſcant meaſure is 
abominable; and who “ cannot count 


them pure with the wicked balances, 


and with the bag of deceitful weights.” 
_ Juſtice is of the eſſence of God; and as 


he muſt needs like thoſe of his creatures 
beſt, who imitate him moſt in thoſe 


things, in which he is imitable by us; 
fo does he neceſſarily hate all lying ſpi- 
rits, all workers of wrong, who are of 
their father the Devil; and will. with- 
hold the communication: of his Spirit 
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from the iniquitous and unjuſt. Be- , 
ſides—with what face ſhall they appear 
before his tribunal at the great day of 


accounts, who have made it their buſi- 


neſs to circumyent their fellow- creatures 
by falſhood and fraud; have robbed 

them of their property; oppreſſed them 
by violence; or ſlanderouſly ſtolen from 
their reputation and honour? Theſe 
are they, who by ſacrificing to their co- 
vetouſneſs or ambition, their envy or 
malice, confound the peace and harmony 

of the world; fill it with diſcord and 
numberleſs vexations, adding ſorrow to 
the afflicted, and making the widow's 


heart to fail.” But the Lord is the 


avenger of all ſuch; of whoſe majeſty 


tit is altogether unworthy, and with 


whoſe perfections it is abſolutely irre- 
concileable, that any one man ſhould 
injure his neighbour, without being 
brought to an account ſome time or 
other; or that any ingly perſon, juſt or 

5 unjuſt, 
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unjuſt, ſhould not have his recompence 
of reward either in this world or in the 
next. — Well then might the Prophet, 
when inſtructing the people how to per- 
form an acceptable ſervice to Heaven, 
tell them, that the Lord their God re- 
quired of them, in the firſt place, to 4 
juſtly, to have a ſtrict regard to the thing 
that is lawful and right in their dealings 
with each other; which is at the bottom 
not only of moral and civil, but even of 
religious duty: It being from a princi- 
ple of juſtice that we offer our devotions 
and praiſes to God, the great author and 
preſerver of our beings; who is well 
pleaſed with ſuch ſacrifices, when they 
are offered up with pure hands and a 
clean heart; otherwiſe he will by no 
means accept them in the way of com- 
poſition for unrighteouſneſs. 
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But though Juſtice taken in it's full 
extent is indeed a primary and cardinal 
OL virtue 
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virtue; yet foraſmuch as human laws 
cannot be ſo contrived, but that a ſtrict 


adherence to the letter of them, ſhall in 

many inſtances be injurious and oppreſ- 
five ; and fo it is, that ill-diſpoſed per- 
fons may under the colour of Jega? right 


take frequent oceaſion to gratify their 


avarice and their ſpleen therefore it is 
added in the next place that che Lord 
our God e ee of us to hates . 8 


2. Arid this too is the dctate of 2 


The and reaſon, as well as of divine 
authority; how much ſoever worldly 


and malicious men may harden their 
hearts againſt it's influence. A Heathen 
Moraliſt could ſay, that it was but a 


flight perfection for a man to be as good 


as the law required: And truly a man 
may be as goad as that amounts to, yet 
at the ſame time be both wicked and 
ctuel. The Servant in the parable, who, 


after that his *. had through mere 


ES 4 compaſſion 


SERMON VE f 
compaſſion forgiven: him a vaſt debt which 


he was unable to pay, went and laid 


violent hands on his fellow-ſervant, who 
owed him a trifle in compariſon, and 


without liſtening to his entreaties, caſt 


nim into priſon till he ſhould pay it; 
this unmerciful Servant might poſſibly 


have law on his fide : : But ſurely his 


Maſter had much more equity on his, 
| when he afterwards delivered him to the 


tormentors, till he ſhould pay all that 


was due unto him. Without making 


ſuitable allowance for the errors and in- 


firmities of thoſe who partake of the 
ſame common nature with ourſelves ; 
and for the many accidents and misfor- 
tunes to which all are liable among the 
5 changes and chances of this precarious 


ſtate; what can we reaſonably expect in 


our own turn when fear and diſtreſs 
come upon us, but to receive from others 
according to the“ meaſure wherewith 
we meted unto them.” But if men in 
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pointment was. 
the Jewiſh Interpreters themſelves with 


SER MON vl. 


general were ſo to retaliate upon each 


other, how terrible a race would that of 


mankind be! More brutal than even the 
beaſts of the foreſt, which -are rarely 


known to devour thoſe of their own 


ſpecies.— It was indeed appointed in the | 


judicial law of the Jews, that he who 
wronged or maimed another, ſhould 


kimſelf ſuffer the evil that he had done 


to that other ; © An eye for an eye, and 7 
a tooth for a tooth.” (Though this ap- 
uſually underſtood by 


a reſerve ; i. e. ſuppoſing no proper ſa- 
tisfaction, no compenſation otherwiſe 


made.) However, that the Letter of this 


precept comes far ſhort of Chriſtian per- 


tection is certain, from that command- 
ment of our Bleſſed Lord, © Reſiſt not 
evil:” Which was given to his followers. 

in direct oppoſition to the law of retali- 
ation in uſe among the Jews. — It is ex- 
prefily required of vs mn we ſhould 


rather 


8 E RR MON VI. 0a 
rather put up with little inj uries, and 
ſuffer ſmall loſſes, than by haſty reſent- 
ments, and vexatious proſecutions, ha- 
zard the breach of that charity, which 
is the badge of our profeſſion, the very 
bond of peace and of all virtues. Com- 

paſſion and benevolence are neceſſary 
ingredients to the Chriſtian temper. It 
was the character of the Bleſſed Jeſus 
that He went about doing good, doing good 
to thoſe who little deſerved it at his 
hands: And certainly that man is but a 
very imperfe& Diſciple of ſo merciful 
and gracious a Maſter, who has not vir- 
tue and humanity enough to be touched 
with compaſſion in caſes of inability and ' 
offence. But the ſtrongeſt motive to 
lenity and mercy toward others ariſes 
from conſidering the relation we bear to 
God, the ſupreme Judge of the whole 
Earth, and what every one expects from 
his judgments. No reaſonable man makes 
application to the throne of Divine Grace, 
; without 
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without praying that He would overlook 


his weakneſs, forgive his manifold ſins, 


errors, and ſecret faults. And true it is, 


great pity and lovingkindneſs; He is not 


extreme to mark what is done amiſs, 
far then who ſhould ſtand? But he gives 


us time to repent of our tranſꝑreſſions; 
urges us to it by the impulſes of his Spi- 


rit; and has ſent his Son into the world 


to die for us, in order to make our re- 
pentance effectual to pardon and ſalva- 
tion. Now, if God hath ſo loved us, if 
we expect ſuch fruits of his love, how 
ought we alſo to love one another? 
Should we not put on as the Elect of 


God, bowels of mercy and kindneſs 
For he ſhall have judgment without 


mercy, who hath ſhewed no merey; and 
mercy rejoiceth againſt judgment.” 


But, ſince men are not to reſt in mere 


civil duties, how excellent ſoever, with- 


Out 


8 E K M 8 * EVI. ea 
out Religion, Which is infepatably con- 


nected with true morality; nor is it 


enough for us to de Ja and long], 
nercifii "and © com paſſtemare toward our 
brethren; unleſs we care likewiſe pi- 
ous and devout, and live in the due 
faith and fear of God; therefore fol- 
lows in the laſt place whit the Lord 
requires farther of his People, to walk 
Ne ee Him. Hey 


3- Homility, with refoett to our be- 
haviour towards God, implies in general 
a due inward ſenſe and outward acknow- 
: ledgment of our relation to, and depen- 
dance on Him, who is the author of out 
being, the preſerver of our life, and the 
judge of our actions. And this one 
would think no one could withhold 
from him, who conſiders his own natu- 
ral and moral impotence. For what 
pretenſion has man to ſelf-ſufficiency, 
Who is unable to make ſo much as one 
| hair 
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hair white or black, to add a ankle. to 


his ſtature, or a moment to his age? Or 


how ſhall he pride himſelf in his good- 


neſs, who is ſubject to ſo many paſſions, 


and obnoxious to ſuch-a variety of temp- 


tations, that he can ſcarce help falling 
{even times a day? Our Bleſſed Lord 
therefore, who came to beal the fick, to 


call finners to repentance, ſet humility in 


the front of his beatitudes, Bleſſed are 


the poor in ſpirit; as well knowing the 


Spiritual Phyſician could produce no 
Food effect upon thoſe who are inſenſible 
of their malady. — Indeed Humility is a 


virtue that lies at the very foundation 


of all religion : It is from a feeling of 
our own. wants and dependent ſtate, 


that we pray to God the giver of all good 
things ; it is too from a perſuaſion of 
his majeſty and beneficence, and our own 
frailty and unworthineſs, that we offer 
up unto him the ſacrifice of praiſe and 
thankſgiving. But in a more particular 
: manner 
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manner is an humble diſpoſition neceſ- 


ſary to the embracing of Chriſt's religi- 


on; which though it requires us to be 
juſt, merciful, charitable, according to 
the moſt perfect pattern; yet does it 
teach us not to rely on our own righ- 


teouſneſs, but on his merits who only 


was without ſin, and was therefore 
alone ſufficient to expiate the ſins of 


the whole: world. 


| ds thus briefly repreſented the 
three great inſtances of duty ſpecified in 
the text, Juſlice, Mercy, and an humble 
Piety ; 1 ſhall conclude with obſerving, 
that in theſe things true religion con- 


ſiſts; and that the actual performance of 


theſe is the reaſonable ſervice which God 
requires at our hands. —We are, tis 
true, bound to comply with whatever 


external ordinances God is pleaſed to 


: institute in his Church; being ſo far of 
moral 
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moral obligation as they are of divine 


appointment, and as they are too of mo- 


ral tendency; Such were the purgations, 


the ſaerifices, and ſolemn aſſemblies, in 
uſe among the Jews: And ſuch are the 
ſacraments of baptiſm and of the ſupper 


of the Lord, and the publick worſhip. of 


God on the Lord's day, ordained amongſt 


Chriſtians, But we find the Prophets 


of old frequently repreſenting God as 


taking no pleaſure in, as even abomina- 


ting the incenſe and oblations of thoſe, 
who pretended to honour: him with 
outward ſervices, whilſt their inward 


Parts were very wickedneſs. And we 


too may be aſſured, no profeſſions of 
faith in Chriſt, no pomp of godlineſs, 


no faſtings, no penances, will ſatisfy for 


the neglect of real virtue and ſubſtantial 
goodneſs. Tis abſurd and impious to 
preſume they will. God is of purer 


eyes than to behold iniquity; ; he is too 


— 


1 
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righteous a Judge to let it go unpu- 
niſned. But the 7% ſhall live by their 


faith ; the Merciful ſhall obtain mercy 
through the merits of Chriſt; and all 


they that put an humble confidence in 


God, ſetting him always before them, 
and walking continually in his holy 
ways, ſhall be made partakers o of his 
n e 
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Marrhzw, xxli. 37, 38. 


| Feſus ſaid unto 14. Thou ſhalt * the 


Lord thy God with all thy hearr, and | 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind + 


T his is the for and great Commandment. 


Tuns is without doubt implanted 

in the nature of man a certain in- 
vincible defire of happineſs ; and conſe- 
quently there cannot but be a cleaving 
of the ſoul toward thoſe objects, what- 
ever they be, wherein he apprehends 
ſuch pines to conſiſt. For though 
it 
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it too often happens that men miſplace 
their affections upon what is vain, and 
will aſſuredly diſappoint them in the 
end; yet is not this owing to an abſo- 
lute inattention to their own welfare, 
but to an erroneous purſuit of it: When 
they are induced, either through preju- 
dice, paſſion, or bad example, to prefer 
a leſſer good before a greater; or what 
only appears to be good, to that which 
is really and eſſentially ſo, Whence it is 
that worldly and ſelfiſh pleaſures, which 


ſtrike directly upon the ſenſes, are fo 


eagerly embraced ; whilſt the ſpiritual 


exerciſes of devotion, charity, and re- 


ſignation to the divine will, are ſcarcely 


conſidered among the neceſſary ingredi- 


ents of human happineſs. And hence 
in general it comes to paſs, that the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, who pays 
his votaries with a ready intereſt, ſuch 
as it is, is more zealouſly ſerved than 
the Almighty Governor of the Univerſe; 

Vor. „ 5 whoſe 
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130 8 E R M O N VII. 
whoſe rewards, however great and cer- 


tein, loſe their efficacy from an imagi- 
nary Anne. 


515 is nideud the peculiar office of Rea- 
ſon to correct theſe errors of the imagi- 
nation, that dangerous handmaid to the 
paſſions; to direct the affections toward 
their proper objects, and moderate their 
operations in a manner anſwerable to 
the value of the things on which they 
are placed. But then, conſidering the 
frailty of corrupted nature, and how 
eaſily our very reaſon is made to bend 
on the ſide of the will, it is hardly poſ- 
ſible to maintain a juſt balance in the 
human mind, with reſpect to it's infe- 
rior defires and appetites, without firſt 
eſtabliſhing the ſupreme object of man's 
affections, and conſequently of his duty : 
which, like the main ſpring of ſome com- 
plicated machine, may give motion to all 
his faculties ; and in ſubordination to 
nich 
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which they may all a ps and uni- 
formly move. 


Now, ſuch 55 the virtue and efficacy 
of oy very commandment cited in the 
text; a ſpiritual and ſovereign com- 
mandment ; delivered indeed of old by 
Moſes to the Iſraelites, however imper- 
fectly apprehended by that people under 
a carnal and ceremonial diſpenſation: 
But ſince illuſtrated and enforced by the 


authority of the Son of God himſelf . 


who came perſonally from Heaven to 

inſtruct mankind, by explaining and 

enforcing the laws of nature and of 
Moſes, and who by precept and example 
hath taught us, that the beginning and 
end of man's obedience is the love of 
God, * Jeſus faid unto him, —Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy mind: This is: the firſt and great 
1 commandment.” Firſt —as being the 
Es + prime 
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prime law of our nature to love him in 
whom we live, move, and have our be- 


ing; who is the cauſe of all that is good 


and amiable ; to whom the ſoul neceſſa- 
rily tends from original inſtin& ; — and 


Great—in that it'virtually comprehends 


the whole of man's duty, and the Whole 
of his intereſts. 


Here then is an 1 object equal to the 


capacity of our minds, ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy our utmoſt deſires :- A ruling prin- 


ciple of thought and action; not meant 
to abſorb or extinguiſh the many uſeful 
paſſions of our nature; but to direct, 
moderate, and render them ſubſervient 
to real ere | 


{The mt is, whilſt this divine 
love waxeth cold with the generality of 
mankind, through worldly prejudices 
and temptations ; ſome there have ever 
5 been, who by myſtiek and unintelligible 

| refinements 
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keßdtementv have made it unfit for the 
purpoſes of practical religion. 80 dif- 
ficult a thing ſhould it - ſeem to preſerve | 

at once a due regard toward ſenſible and 

ſpiritual objects; which yet, it muſt be 
owned, is the concern of our moſt holy 
faith, and well worthy the attention of 
fach a creature as man. —What I py 
es enen — 


. Firſt, To trighke ſore e Bogy into the 
nature and reaſonableneſs of this 
_ diſtinguiſhed Commandment. And, 


| Secondly, To ſet before you the im- 
portance of it, when duly obſerved ; 
as being the ſureſt foundation of 
ene of enge and civil duty. 


. Tam firſt thin to 5 edu into the 
—_ and reafonableneſs of this diſ- 
tinguiſhed Commandment, 
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134 SERMON VII. 
And here it is proper to obſerve that 
the laws of God, in what way ſoever 


made known, are all of them adapted to 


the capacity and circumſtances of his 
reaſonable ſubjects, as they are entirely 


calculated for their benefit. So that 


though the ſcriptures may ſeem in cer- 


tain inſtances to require of us more than 


we are able to perform; yet is this al- 


ways owing to ſome miſtake on our 
parts, and to an erroneous interpreta- 
tion of them. Nor will the ſeeming ſe- 


verity of the goſpel- terms be any excuſe 
for thoſe, who ſhall neglect to work out 
their ſalvation on ſuch a pretence. 

Some perhaps may flatter themſelves 
with a plea of this ſort, for not coming 
up to the duty preſcribed in the text. 
For it may be urged — Hath not God 
implanted in our nature diverſe kinds of 
appetites, and ſtored the world with a 


variety of objects ſuitable to the gratifi- 


cation 
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cation of thoſe appetites? Am I then 
wholly to diveſt myſelf of theſe — deny 
my very being — and place all my affec- 
tions, ſo well adapted to thiggearthly 
ſtation, upon things heavenly and invi- 
ſible? How oan this be? How is it poſ- 
ſible that He who made man ſhould lay 
upon him ſo inconſiſtent a command ? 


Thus may men argue; and from ſuch: 
arguments infer, that to love God with 
all the heart, and with all the ſoul, and 
with all the mind, is but a nominal and 
ideal duty. Under which notion they 
may yet further ſhelter their want of 
religion, through the indiſcreet zeal of 
more devout, but enthuſiaſtick perſons; 
who are actually for ſtraining this divine 
law beyond the powers of humanity, 
and the eſtabliſned order and harmony 
of the world. Whereas the truth really 
lies in a juſt mean betwixt theſe two 
extremes. — Man is evidently endued 
„ with 
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with faculties and appetites proportio- 
nate to his preſent ſtate. Self- love and 
ſocial are principles equally requiſite to 
the ſupport of the individual and of the 
whole. To love ourſelves is a natural 


law which, though we are liable to err 


in the application, wants no enforce- 
ment; and to love our neighbour in like 
manner is an injunction of divine autho- 


rity: From both which ariſe numberleſs 


offices we are bound to perform; ſince 
the life of man is a time of trial, and 
conſequently of action; wherein the paſ- 
ſions muſt have a main ſhare, under the 
controul of reaſon and religion. 


How much ſoever therefore is implied 
in the precept of loving God with all the 


heart, it muſt needs be interpreted in 
ſuch a manner, as may render it compa- 


tible with the inferior affections when 
duly regulated. The abſolutely perfect 
love of God, contended for by ſome, is 
417 7 EE What 
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what we are not capable of in this life, 
if we ſhall be in another; much leſs 
are the extaſies and amorous raptures 


of myſticks becoming the frailty” of 
human nature. 


But n a heated | imagination may 
dee get the better of the under- 
ſtanding, eſpecially upon religious ſub- 
Jects; yet the precept under conſideration 
is doubtleſs of a moſt ſpiritual and com- 
prehenſive import. — God calls for our 
whole heart; our undivided affections: 
And we may venture to pronounce, upon 
the cooleſt reaſon and without any tinc- 
ture of enthuſiaſm, that it is our duty 
and happineſs to give them entirely to 
Him- that it is in our power ſo to do, 
without violating! in the leaſt the love of 
ourſelves or that of our neighbour— nay, 
that we can neither love ourſelves nor our 
neighbour as we ought, without making 

God the object of our inmoſt affections. 
nw | For 
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For to love God, according to the 
meaſure preſcribed, what i is it in ſhort, 
but to preſerve, upon our ſpirits ſuch a 


lively ſenſe of big, being, his attributes, 
"and revealed will, as ſhall at all times 


incline us to worſhip and obey Him, to 


the utmoſt of. our abilities ? And what 


more need be ſaid ?. Since herein is plain- 


Iy comprehended the whole of Religion, 


Well therefore might this be called 
the fr and great gommandment : From 

the obligation to which general duty. 
once. admitted, the. obligation to every 

particular duty required of us by God | 
follows of courſe ;. they being only ſo 
many expreſſions of the love we bear to 

Him. , Agreeable to which is that defini- 
tion of our Lord himſelf — He that 
hath my commandments and nn, 
them, he it is that loveth me.“ Who 


hath alſo taught us, that if we prefer not 
his immediate ſervice, in bs of com- 


petition, 
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petition, before the love we naturally 
bear towards our neareſt relations,' our 
choiceſt poſleſſions, or even our very 
lives, we are not worthy to be reckoned 
_ amongſt his W 


ee nds me to what I propoſed 
in the ſecond place — which was to ſet 
before you the importance of this diſtin- 
guiſhed commandment when duly and 
rationally obſerved ; as being the ſureſt 
foundation of religious, of moral, and 
civil duty. 1 1 


3 Firſt, then 1 ſay that the love of 
God, who is all excellence in Himſelf, 
and all good to us, muſt be at the bot- 
tom of all true Religion. For if once 
men ground their worſhip upon any 
other Principle, than that of recom-. 
mending themſelves to the Supreme Be- 
ing, as the original ſource of whatever 
bleſſings they either do or can enjoy ; 

unleſs 
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140 SER MON VII. 
unleſs they are drawn into kis ſervice 


by the cords of love; it will neceſſarily 


degenerate into EINE e 
or indifference. 


# 


- — 


Let us imagine, for inſtance, a mere 


ſervile dread to direct a man's adoration: 


And what will be the conſequence, but 
a certain gloomy unacceptable piety (if 
it can deſerve that name); ſome fruitleſs, 
felf-tormeriting, and perhaps bloody ſa- 


erifice; fitter for the altar of Devils, 
n the b of God! 3 


Or, | if wertdly 5 condättatlo and 
intereſts actuate a man's Religion: 
The form and ceremony of it may in- 
deed remain, but without ſpirit and 
without power. Such a one will fall 
away in the time of trial; when af. 
fliction or, per ſecution ariſeth becauſe 


of the word, ſtraightway he is of- 


fended: Neither W he hazard pre- 
ſent 
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ſent wealth for heavenly treaſures in 
reverſion. | mM 8 


Or, ſuppoſe a man under the bare in- 
fluence of education, cuſtom, or in com- 
pliance with human laws, to attend the 
times and places ſet apart for divine or- 
dinances: Yet foraſmuch as ſuch prin- 
ciples are not intrinſically religious in 
themſelves; ſo neither can they produce 
nor ſupport a truly religious obedience. 


It is indeed poſſible ſome may enter- 
tain a conceit of dividing their ſervice 
betwixt God and Mammon; but, alas! 

the thing itſelf is impracticable: The 
latter will gain inſenſibly upon their 
atffections; whilſt the former will be 
ſerved only with an unavailing luke- 
warmneſs, and as it were by the bye. 


Nothing, in ſhort, but a prevalent 
ſenſe of the ſeveral relations we ſtand in 
| to 
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to Almighty God; who of his Goodneſs 


created, in his Wiſdom governs and pre- 


ſerves, and through his infinite Mercy 
hath redeemed us; who hath alſo pre- 
pared for them that love Him ſuch good 
things as paſs man's underſtanding; can 
furniſh the heart with a religious obla- 
tion of prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving, 
fit for Man to pay, and God to accept. 


Again —The ſpirit and efficacy of this 


law are no leſs diſtinguiſhable in the 


dignity and merit, which the obſervance 
thereof imparts in like manner to every 


moral virtue. — Patience, when we ſuffer i 
in the cauſe of God, and of his righte- 


ouſneſs, is declared to be acceptable with 


Him, and entitled to an extraordinary 
recompence.— That Fortitude, which put= 


teth it's truſt in the Lord, and hath the 
Almighty for it's confidence, is pro- 
nounced bleſſed. —We are likewiſe aſ- 
ſured that every the leaſt inſtance of 

unſeen 
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unſeen Beneficence, even the giving a cu p 
of cold water in the name of Chriſt, is 
of account in God's ſight And that 
unaffected Ab/tinence which disfigures not 
the face, neither appears unto men, is. 
yet obſerved by. Him, who ſeeth in fe- 
_cret, and will reward openly. a1 

Moreover, the duty of brotherly Love, 
or univerſal benevolence, is ſo entirely 
founded on the relation we all of us bear 
to our common Creator and Redeemer; 
that the more perfect our obedience to 
this firſt and great commandment, the 
better qualified ſhall we be to fulfil the 
ſecond: The more we love God, the 
more effectually ſhall we love our bro- 
ther alſo. What indeed ſhould hinder. 
a ſoul, that hath made- God the centre 
of it's happineſs, and muſt conſequently 
have ſubdued each ſelfiſh affection, from 
- Purſuing the rules of Chriſtian Charity? 
The mighty impediments to which, 

| Pride, 
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Pride, Envy, and a covetous Spirit, are 
no leſs contrary to the love of God, than . 
to that of our Neighbour, 
Ade e that the reciprocal good 
offices, which according to our reſpec- 
tive ſtations . and capacities, we owe to 
each other, are upon this principle not 
much better ſecured, but receive an ad- 
ditional worthineſs, when we join the 
ſanction of Religion to Civil obligation. 
Hence are we required by the goſpel 
inſtitutes, whatever we do, to do all 
do the glory of God”—* to be diligent 
in the diſcharge of our ſeveral occu- 
pations, not as men pleaſers, but as 
ferving the Lord — . to obey thoſe who 
have the rule over us for Conſcience 
towards God — ang in general, to love 
one another for his ſake, who hath be- 
ſtowed ſuch exceeding love upon us.— 
This indeed is to exalt Morality, 2 
to make whatſoever honeft thing we 


4 
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do unto men, to become a ſpiritual 
ſervice, acceptable to God. By theſe 
means we intereſt Him in all our ſocial 
and charitable actions; who will not 
fail to reward with his bounty what i is 
thus done to his honour, 


| Un the whole then If the love 
of God be ſo leading a principle to all 
religious and virtuous conduct; herein 
appears the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing this 
principle, every one within his own 
breaſt ; by a conſtant pious attention, 
to the word and attributes of God: 
W alking continually with Him, as un- 
der his immediate inſpection, who is 
the Author of our beings, the Pre- 
ſerver of our lives, and the Rewarder 
of our actions. — The objects of ſenſe, 
with which we are ſurrounded, the 
buſineſs and pleaſures of the world, 
will infallibly take poſſeſſion of our 
affeftions, if the ſpiritual concerns of 
„% a 
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a future and choral life have not the 
firſt place in them. And when avarice 


or appetite have once gained an aſcen- 
dancy in man's heart, the doctrine of 
the love of God will become fooliſhneſs 
unto him, neither can he know it, be- 
cauſe it is ſpiritually diſcerned. 80 


true is the faying of St. John — * If 


any man love the world, (bear an un- 
warrantable irreligious affection towards 


it) the love of the Father is not in 


him — and that of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our —© No man can ſerve two maſters; 
for either he will hate the one and love 


the other, or elſe he will hold to the 


one, And n * e ; 


BG when we direct * lives by a 
well grounded faith; when a true ſenſe 
of Religion is a lamp unto our feet, 
and a light unto our paths; then will 
this commandment of loving God with 


all Wie heart, and with all the ſoul, 


and 
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and with all the mind, appear good 
and rational; and the obſervance of it 
will refine and ſanctify both every duty 
and every epJoyment of life, 


\ 


S > 4 . þ A *. - 


Mans to God the Father, FOR: and : 
Holy Ghoſt, cc. 5 


"34 £3-& 


L 2 
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Serve the Lord with Fear, . * ice 
with Tg 


FT is a point of ſerious conſequence 
1 with regard to a man's general con- 
duct, what notions he entertains of the 


Supreme Being: For ſince the perfection 


of the human nature conſiſts in the re- 
ſemblance it bears to the divine, (which 
it is therefore our duty to imitate in 
whatſoever it is imitable by us) unleſs 
our ideas of the great Original be drawn 
right, in vain ſhall we copy after it in 

our 
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our r Hives and actions; — Such was the 
miſerable ſtate of the Heathens ; who, 


, having loſt all knowledge of the one 


true God, who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, made no ſcruple to in- 
dulge themſelves in vices, the avowed 
patronage of which they had attri- 
buted to the Gods of their own - "Ow 

_ ded imaginations, | e Of 0285588 


But in a particular manner does it 

concern us to poſſeſs our ſouls with juſt 
apprehenſions of the Deity, in order to 

the performance of an acceptable ſervice 
to Him in our religious worſhip. And 
this is the ſubject to which the text more 
immediately leads me: For according to 
our conceptions of God, will our affec- 
tions be towards Him; and ſuch as our 
affections are, ſuch will our devotion be. 


Whoever looks upon the Governor of 
the Univerſe as an arbitrary Omnipotent, 
L 3 1 will 
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will naturally approach Him with a ſer- 
vile kind of dread ;/ and he who thinks 
not aright of his majeſty and holineſs, 


will be apt to treat Him with an unbe- 
coming familiarity ang: . nr, OE 


a * 
E 2 7 98 7 $f 
3 14 T * 


enges Fear 2 a are 3 pre- 


ſoribed by the Pfalmiſt, as requiſite ingre- 


dients to Holy Worſhip, ler-us enquire, 


4 re In what ſenſe God is the object 
of our Fear, and 1 an what of our 
eee it 1 adorn; Te: 


4. » * 3 FR 7 : 


cond, The gur 3 . 
pious and judicious precept, Serve 
ene with Fear, and rejoice un 
r nd with Wait 59 $30 
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1s, in what ſenſe God is the . of 
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S E R MON. VII. 132 
As to which we may venture to pro- 
nounce, there is no attribute nor per- 
fection in God, but what juſtly demands 
the fear of his rational creatures; con- 
ſeious of their own. weakneſs, and of 
the relation they bear unto Him, who 
is their Creator, their Preſerver, and 
their Judge. The more we reflect upon 
his infinite wiſdom, power, goodneſs, or 
| juſtice, the greater reaſon we ſhall find 
for ferving Him in fear. — Shall not we, 
: poor, dependant, accountable Beings, 
ſtand in awe of Him, who knows all 
| things, and can do all things; whoſe. 
mercy is over all his works, but who 
will not ſuffer ; the wicked to go 
| unpuniſhed ? 1 5 


It is doubtleſs the firſt and principal 
duty of man to fear his God. — Tis 
the groundwork of Religion, of Virtue, 
and of Happineſs. And ſuch is the ex- 
| vent character frequently aſcribed to 
| IL 4 | 1 it 
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it in Holy Writ; ſuppoſing it always 

_ adjuſted according to true and ſober ſen- 
iments of the Deity ; upon which pre- 
ſumption alone it can be intitled to any 
degree of merit. For, be it obſerved, | 
Fear, conſidered merely as a human paſ- 
ſion, wiſely implanted within us for the 
- purpoſe of ſelf. preſervation, is very dif- 
ferent, both in it's qualities and effects, 
from that holy fear, under the influence 
of which we are to regulate our ſpirits 
when we addreſs God in his ſacred ordi- 
nances. The fear of impending evils, 
whether real or imaginary, is ever at- 
tended with anxiety, turbulence, and 
pain; whereas a religious fear is neceſ- 
ſarily productive of peace and confidence. 
In what proportion therefore we con- 
ceiye amiſs of the divine nature and at- 
tributes; in the very ſame will this affec- 
tion of the ſoul become corrupt, and 
degenerate into an ignoble and torment- 
ng n. | n the ſlavery of ſuper- 
ſtitious 


e e tins why 
ſtitious minds ; who from accuſtoming 
themſelves to think of the ſupreme Lord 
of Heaven and Earth as of an angry deſ- 
potic Ruler, make it their ſtudy to ap- 


peaſe Him by a ſervice unacceptable to 


his will, and oblations unworthy of his 
holineſs. Whereas the merciful diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, and aſſurances of 
Revelation, are- ſufficient to convince 
any, that He whom we are made to ſerve 
is not an iraſcible, nor revengeful, though 
Aa moſt Lena m an erer nne . 
By lara or übt Him in Fear, 
we are therefore to underſtand the ap- 
proaching his more immediate preſence | 
under an humiliating ſenſe of our natu- 
ral imperfections and acquired guilt; 
with an awful truſt in his unbounded 
mercy through the merits of our divine 
Mediator; and with a reſolute dread of 
doing any thing offenſive to Him, whoſe 
why indneſs is better than the life 
| itſelf. 
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Gf, We are in general Fnſib lg; what 
kindjof x natural affection. we bore toward 


our earthly parents, who ſuſtained, and 


chaſtened us too according to their pleas 
fyre: analogous. to, avbich . is that due to. 


© the Father of Spirits ; in whom we. live, 


mave, and have our being. It is in ſhort 


dhe fear of Sons; grquaded.ip duty, re- 


belhed with hope, and e in love, 


* 


2100 92 210 Fein Si een 311 444 
Fro H rod we, next.to enquire in 5 
ſenſe;God, is the object of, our Joy And 


here too we may with equal reaſon aſſert, 


rag he attribute or perfection! in 
„hut hat to a good mind is matter 


of, zug Joy, ng leſs than of ſuch. holy 


Ens we have been recommending, 
 Vitth, ſo great propriety are N encou- 


raged e Poſſeſ qur fopls with this affec- 


tion allg, in order to render our ſervice 


perfect. Hence the chearful invitation 
of the Pſalmiſt¶ Ye that fear the Lord 

dini the Lord.” + Rejoice in the Lord 
0 


= 


S E R MON VIII. 255 
O ye righteous —* It becometh well the 
juſt to be thankful.” Hence too thoſe 
earneſt admonitions of the Apoſtle to all 
faithful Chriſtians, — < Rejoice; evers 
more —* Rejoice in the Lord alway; 
and again I fay, rejoice.” And truly, 
in what point of view can a righteous 
man conſider his God, that will not af- 
ford him: abundant. occaſion. of e 
ons reverential Joy? 


That He 3 us at t the firſt, Beings 
of fo much excellence, ſtamped with the 
Image of Himſelf, and capable of the 
maoſt exalted; happineſs, is a reflection 
apt to beget in us a pleaſing conſciouſ- 
neſs of the dignity of our nature; as alſo 
a comfortable reliance on the protection 
and good providence of Him who made us. 


And though we cannot but be inti- 
mately ſenſible of a degeneracy and im- 
pat intailed e our mortal ſtate, 


from 
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136 8 E R M ON VIII. 
from the tranſgreſſion of our firſt pa- 
rents; enough, (were there no better 


hope,) for every thinking perſon to 


mourn all the days of their life: vet 
the love of God, and the communica- 
tion of his favour, the immortality 


and heavenly inheritance brought to 
light and ratified to all ſincere believers, 
through the prevailing merits. and me- 
diation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are 
ſurely advantages ſufficient to overcome 
the ſorrows of this tranſitory ſcene, ren- 


der us victorious over fin and death, and 
_ cauſe us in every period of our exiſtence 


to rejoice in the God of our Salvation. 


„ 


That the love and ſervice of God are 


the only real ſource of human comfort, 5 
is indeed agreeable to the whole tenor 
of Scripture; repreſenting Him, even 
under the Jewiſh economy, to be a Be- 
ing good and gracious ; juſtly offended 


Indeed at the miſconduct of his reaſona- 


ble 


ble creatu res; but placable, however, 
and ready to receive the returning finner 
with compaſſion and loving kindneſs, 


But it is the glorious light of the gof- 
pel (which is but another word for glad 
tidings) that diſplays the mercies of God 
in their fulleſt extent. This it is that 
diſpels every cloud from the mind of 

man, that admits of no doubt or diffi- 
dence, no melancholy or apprehenſion; ; 
but freely gives the promiſe, not of par- 
don only, but of eternal life and happi- 
neſs, to each faithful penitent. — And 
all this under the ſanction of a covenant 

inviolable, ſealed in the blood of the 

| Son of God. What an inexhauſtible 
fund of ſolid joy, where the heart is 
capable of receiving it! A joy exerting 
itſelf in conſcious thankfulneſs and de- 
vout praiſe; ſuch as becomes the redeem- 
ed of the Lord; tempered with reverence, 
and qualified with fear. Which brings 
12 | „ 


23 SERMON” wi. 

us in the laſt place to the propriety of 
blending theſe ſcemingly oppoſite affec- 
tions in our Chriſtian worſhip, agreea- 
bly to the precept of the good Pſalmiſt, 


«© Serve the Lord in fear, and eat unto 
Him with reverence.” 


Os For as a pious awe i God's majeſty 
is highly neceſſary to check the ſpirit of 
man from breaking out into petulance 
and preſumption ; ſo is a joyful confi- 


dence in his mercy no leſs requiſite to 


4 1 it from ſervility and deſpair. 
happily concur to form a right diſ- 


5 poſition of ſoul, toward that greateſt and 


beſt of Beings with whom we have to do. 


There is in fact, if we take a fair eſti- 
mate of our condition, no article of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, which does not call at 
once for the ſolemn rejoicing and peni- 
tential dread of every believe. 


That 


hat God ſent his only begötten gem 
inte the world to redeem loſt mat * ** 
is doubtleſs, what the Angel termed it, 
tidings of great joy to all people? But 


how humiliating the reflectiofi; that Tach | 


was the malignity: f our fins, às to re- 


quire ſo invaluable àn exþibtion| — On | 
the one hand, the excceding precious 
promiſes of the goſpel are enough to 


cheer and animate every true believer 


under the ſevereſt trials: On the other 
hand, who can liſten to it's terrors againſt 
hypocrites and apoſtates without trem- 


bling ? — Faith and virtue are grounds 


of aſſurance 3  irreſolution and frailty of 
perpetuab diſtruſt.— That the grace of 
God is ſuffieient for us is a moſt com- 


fortable - thought ; that the aſſaults of 


the Devil are violent and unwearied, is 


an alarming conſideration.— Thus in 
every inſtance the ſpirit of true Religion, 
x 3 attended to, very aptly and 


reaſonably 
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ſervile mixture, a mixture of diffidence 


reaſonably preſcribes a juſt temperament 


of filial dread and reverential joy. | And 7 


this it certainly behoves us with all poſ- 
ſible care to maintain and © cultivate. 
For unleſs our fear be qualified with the 


piety of ſons, we ſhall be ſubject to all the 

| horrors of ſuperſtition ; and unleſs our joy 
be moderated by a conſciouſneſs of our 
dependance as fallen creatures, we ſhall 


lie open to ſpiritual pride and vanity. 5s 


After all The devout frame of mind, 


ſo preciſely tempered as the Pſalmiſt re- 


commends, is perhaps hardly attainable 


on this fide the grave: Nor let any good 


perſon be diſcouraged at it. Our very 


conceptions of the Deity are at preſent 
ſo imperfect ; we are encompaſſed with 
ſo many infirmities, obnoxious to ſuch 
variety of error, that it is to be preſumed 
the piety of our fear will, at certain 
gloomy intervals, be corrupted with a 


and 
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and diſtruſt, The fervor of our devout 
joy too will be apt ſometimes to tran(- 


port us into a forgetfulneſs of God and 


of ourſelves ; a forgetfulneſs that He 1s 
in Heaven, and we upon Earth; He, 
inconceivably glorious and holy ; we, 
vile and miſerable ſinners. _ a 


Be it however the ſubject of our daily 


addreſſes to Almighty God, that He 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to inſpire 


into our hearts ſuch a love and dread of 
his Holy Name, as may render our re- 
ligious worſhip acceptable in his ſight, 


and ourſelves meet to be partakers of 
that bliſsful tate ; where all our paſſi- 
ons ſhall be ſubdued, and all our affec- 
tions harmonized ; for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt his only Son our Saviour — 


To whom with the Father and Ra - 


Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all honour 

and thankſgiving, dominion and 

obedience, now and for ever. 
Vor. ; * 
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Tate heed how ye bear. 


EE deſign and end of preaching, 
1 conſidered as an ordinance of di- 
vine inſtitution, is doubtleſs the ſpiritual 
improvement of the hearers: Seeing the 
duty of the Preacher is to inſtruct the 
ignorant in the principles of true Reli- 
gion; to remind all perſons of the great 
importance of living agreeable to it's 
precepts ; to diſplay the gracious pro- 
miſes of the goſpel, for the encourage- 
ment. of the well-diſpoſed ; and to de- 
nounce 
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nounce the terrors of the Lord, in order 
to awaken and perſuade ſinners. 
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Theſe things every authorized Mi- 
niſter of God's word is ſolemnly charged 
by St. Paul, before God, and the Lord 

| Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick 
and the dead, to be inſtant in performing. 
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But if ſuch be the duty of the Preacher, 
there muſt needs be a correſpondent obli- 
gation upon the Hearers. As many as 
frequent theſe ſacred aſſemblies ought 
certainly to bring with them a docility 
and ingenuouſneſs of ſpirit, anſwerable 
to the truth and value. of the doctrines 
here delivered : . Which, if agreeable to 
the word of God, they are to receive 

Into their hearts, and conform to in their 
lives and actions. I ſay, F agreeable to 
the word of God, becauſe no one is obliged 
to embrace the tenets of- any human 

Teacher, how authoritative ſoever, any 

Mya _ -. - farther 
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farther than they are conſiſtent with "OR 


rule of ſcripture, which every one has 
the privilege of appealing to, and which 
it is incumbent on every one diligently 


to examine, * honeſtly to _ 


Ad, Bener ie wis that our heavenly 
Maſter, when diſcourſing on matters of 


more than ordinary 2 NEG, mY of- 


markable words —< He that "0 ears 
to hear, let him hear; ”=— whoever he be 
that has a mind open to conviction, let 
him attend to my ſayings, and be edified: 


To which He was pleaſed to ſubjoin this 


emphatical admonition — Take heed 


how ye hear.” Which, plainly implying 


that men may hear and not improve, ren- 


ders it expedient to enquire what are the. 


qualifications requiſite toward an effectu- 


al and profitable hearing, of God's word. 


And theſe, I think may in general be 


comprized under the two following, viz. 


SERMON IX. 165 


Firſt, A previous Diſpoſition to know 
the Will of God. — And 


"GRO to it when unn. | 


1. Without the former of theſe qua- 
lifications, without a religious ſenſe, or 
taſte for things ſpiritual, men may ſee 
and not perceive; they may hear and 
not underſtand. And this, not by rea- 
ſon of any obſcurity or ambiguity in the 
ſubject; but becauſe their affections are 

miſplaced, their will depraved, and their 
judgment perverted. They love darkneſs 
rather than light, and therefore wink at 
it's influence; they diſlike the truth, 
and therefore care not to come to the 
*nowiedge of it, 


5 The Seed of the Sower, in that excel- 
lent parable of which my text is the 
concluſion, was, we are told, the Word 
. of 
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of God; and He who ſowed it was the 
Son of God; yet was the produce of this 
heavenly. ſeed always in proportion to 


the quality of the ſoil on which it fell. 
The honeſt and willing heart is that 


good ground, whereon the word ſown 
never fails of a plentiful increaſe. But 


when vice and prejudice ' have taken 


root in the heart, it will admit of no 


improveraent from the word, how well 
ſoever adminiſtered. 


And a by the way, appears the 


propriety and importance of- inſtilling 


into young and tender minds the rudi- 
ments of Chriſtianity,: in order to pre- 
pare them for a future cultivation, and 


to raiſe within them ſome early notions 
of piety, before the wicked One has ſcat- 


tered his tares there. —The fear of the 
Lord, a timely apprehenſion of his ma- 
jeſty, goodneſs, and juſtice, is (what 


2 David ſtiles ths the beginning of 


wiſdom ; 
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wiſdom the beſt and moſt auſpicious 


entrance upon every endeavour to obtain 
it. Whoever is once poſſeſſed of this 


neceſſary groundwork of all Religion, 
will of courſe take every opportunity of 


enquiring what the will of his God is; 
will ſearch Him out in thoſe ſacred wri- 


tings, by which He hath revealed him- 


ſelf to mankind; and for a clearer un- 


derſtanding of what he reads in thoſe 


writings, will likewiſe diligently avail 


himſelf of their labours, whoſe more im- 


mediate province is the acquiſition and 
diffuſion of divine knowledge. 


This man ſeeks after truth * as for a 
hid treaſure :” He therefore does not 
come to hear out of mere curioſity, 


faſhion, or amuſement ; but for real 


advantage; to be inſtructed in, at leaſt 
to be put in remembrance of, what is 
of the greateſt moment for him to know 
and to conſider. And though difficul- 
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168 SERMON IX. 
ties come acroſs him, reſpecting: either 
his belief or practice; ſome dofrines 


| which are above his comprehenſion, and 
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ſome duties which are ſeemingly above 


his ſtrength, yet does he not turn back 


with that pretended apology of unſtable 
minds — This is a hard ſaying, who 
can bear it!“ It's appearing upon the 
fulleſt and moſt unexceptionable teſti- 
mony to be the word of God, is with 
him ſufficient to ſilence every objection. 
Rationally convinced of that fingle 
point, he believes with humility, and 
reſolves upon obedience. 


There is moreover a certain aptitude 
in a due eſteem for God's word, to pro- 
mote the apprehenſion of it. Whilſt by 
muſing and meditating we apply the ſa- 
cred fuel to a well-prepared heart, the 
fire kindles ; our affections are warmed, 
and our underſtandings opened. And 
therefore the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 
825 5 . | James 


E K MN 1% wo 
James exhort men to lay aſide all filthi- 


neſs and all malice, in order that they 


may defire, may have a proper reliſh for, 
the ſincere milk of the word; which, 


when received with meekneſs, is able to 
nouriſh and to fave their ſouls ; and if 
ſuffered to have it's perfect work, will 


effectually do ſo, through an increaſe of 


faith in them working by love. 
Secondly, As a previous good diſpoſi- 


tion, an earneſt deſire to know the will 
of God, is a neceſſary qualification to- 


ward a profitable hearing of his word ; 
ſo is likewiſe a fincere reſolution to act 
conformably to the divine will when 
known and under ſtood. 


Chriſtian aſſemblies are PRE Fo E 


| faith and godlineſs ; in which the word 


of God read and expounded muſt not 
only, like the ſeed on ſtony ground, be 


received with joy ; but like that which 
- fell « on the good ground, muſt alſo take 
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deep root in the heart, in order to a 


_ plentiful harveſt ; the product of a vir- 


tuous life and a happy immortality. 


The end both of hearing and believ- 
ing is doubtleſs to regulate our manners 
and converſation. In vain ſhall we in- 
form our minds, if we do not correct 


our practice. To be hearers of the word 


and not doers, is, according to St. James, 
to deceive our own ſelves. And true it 


is, if we be not reſolute to make our re- 


ligious knowledge the guide of our ſteps, 
during this probationary pilgrimage of . 
life, either the cares, the riches, or plea- 


| ſures of the world, as we may happen 
to be differently engaged, will quickly 
efface the faint impreſſions it may have 
once made upon. our ſpirits. - When 
having no ſteady faith in the word of 


God to oppoſe to theſe importunate ad- 
verſaries, we ſhall be liable to be taken 


That 


That extracidinary inſight into God 
| and ourſelves which we derive from Re- 
velation, is to enable us to reſiſt the evil 
of ſin, ſo evidently ſubverſive of our 
peace and happineſs here and for ever. 


We have no natural powers ſufficient to 


break it's aſſaults, The ſenſes are al- 
ways on it's fide; and Reaſon unailiſted 
is but too cafily bribed and betrayed by 


the paſſions. But by virtue of that ſpi- 


ritual armour which Chriſtianity' ſup- 
plies, —the ſhield of Faith—the helmet 
of Salvation—the ſword of the Spirit— 
7. e. the divine promiſes and threaten- 


ings, - which are | the ſanctions of the : 


' goſpel covenant, firmly believed and duly 
applied, we may be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. Such in- 

deed and fo glorious are the rewards 

entailed on virtue in another life; and 
withal ſo horrible the puniſhments which 

- await ſinners in that everlaſting ſtate ; 
that nothing can be wanting, but a ſe- 
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rious application of theſe motives, to 
influence both the wills and morals of 


purpoſe, and the better to diſpoſe his 
people to conſider their true and final 


intereſt, God of his infinite goodneſs 
hath in every age raiſed up ſpecial Mi- 
0 niſters, to declare his will, proclaim his 
mercies, denounce his judgments, and 


call ſinners to. repentance, — Thus did 


Nah to the old World thus did Moſes 


and the Prophets to the People of Iſrael, 
—thus did John the Baptiſt, the fore- 


runner of our Lord thus did Chriſt 


himſelf and his Apoſtles in a more emi- 


nent manner both to Jews and Gentiles 


and the ſame is the pious office of their 
ſucceſſors, the Miniſters of the goſpel, un- 
to this very day: According to that ſolemn 
charge committed unto them by the great 
Biſhop of Souls — * Go ye and lc 


| So that to attend this 3 miniſtry 
| with 
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7 with upright intention, is plainly a duty 
of general importance: Not only by rea- 
ſon of thoſe natural advantages reſulting 
from it the apprehending of neceſſary 
truths by the poor and ignorant, the 
ſerious recollection of them by ſuch as 


are better learned, and the moral appli- 


cation of them by all: But becauſe too 
of the more than ordinary bleſſing, with 
which God ever accompanies his own 
facred inſtitutions, when e in the 
manner they deſerve. 


Our Lord himſelf hath declared, chat 
where a few only of his Diſciples are 
gathered together in his name, there is 
He in the midſt of them ; and what aſ- 
ſiſtances of grace may we not reaſonably 5 
expect from ſuch a Preſence ? 


5 It 18 moreover a point of awful conſi- 
deration, that God will infallibly call 
men to an account, as for all other his 
en ſo for the opportunities afforded 
them 
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them of hearing and knowing his will. 
For though He deals with his reaſonable 
creatures after the moſt equitable man- 
ner, and it is utterly inconſiſtent with 
his goodneſs to puniſh any for unavoid- 
able ignorance ; yet is it but juſt that 
the ſlothful and wicked ſervant, who 
obſtinately refuſes to hearken to the in- 
ſtructions of his Lord, and therefore acts 
contrary to them, ſhould receive the 
greater condemnation. 


There are in fact many notable exam- 
ples upon holy record, of God's dealing 
with his people, either in mercy or ſeve- 
rity, according to the reception which 
they gave to his Meſſengers and Prophets. 


Where they liſtened to the watchmen 
crying in his name, there have they been 5 
ſpared from deſtruction. But how dread- 
ful the judgments inflicted upon thoſe 
who diſregarded their admonitions, and 


caſt their words behind them 


True 
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True indeed: it is, that the preſent 
Miniſters and Diſpenſers of God's word 
and ordinances, are influenced by no 
ſuch immediate inſpiration, nor are they 
poſſeſſed of any ſuch miraculous powers, 
wherewith to enforce their doctrine, as 
were the Prophets and Apoſtles of old 
time: But neither can any ſuch enforce- 
ments be thought neceſſary under the 
guidance of an eſtabliſhed Revelation. 
The Holy Scriptures, which are happily 
open to every enquirer amongſt us, are 
to be the teſt of whatever is delivered in 
theſe religious aſſemblies; and wo to the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, if they preach not 
his goſpel ! But if what they teach be 
agreeable to his word, they have then 
all the mighty works which He him- 
ſelf wrought, in ſupport of their au- 
thority; and are empowered to require 
attention and obedience to his laws, by 
virtue of their commiſſion from Him, 
who ſo wonderfully approved himſelf 

8 to 


us SERMON IX 
to be both a Teacher and a Saviour 


2 H eaven. | 


Take heed then fo ye hear '— be- 


: | ware alike of a blameable credulity, and 
of an evil heart of unbelief, God has 


been graciouſly pleaſed to make a final 


_ diſcovery of his will to mankind, by ſend- | 


ing his Son into the world; and the ſame ' 


| hath he committed to writing under the 


direction of his Holy Spirit, for our un- 
ſpeakable benefit, upon whom the ends 


of the world are come. This is to be the 
ſtandard of our belief, and the rule of 


our practice; by this ſhall we be judged 


at the laſt day. And be ye aſſured, that 


bleſſed are all thoſe, who hear the word 
of God, and keep it — 


Which that we may all do, God of his 
mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt— : 
to whom, os. | 


SERMON 
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 ECCLESIASTES, v. 1. 


Keep th Foot when thou goef to the Houſe 


* God. 


| farttive expreffich here uſed 


ancient cuſtom among the eaſtern na- 


tions, of putting off their ſhoes, when 


they went into their temples.—A cere- 


monious act of pious reverence though 


perhaps accompanied with a peculiar 
moral; the unavoidable pollution of 
men's ſhoes being no unfit emblem of 
thoſe. worldly affections daily contracted 

Th... Mm as 


Keep thy Foot—plainly alludes to an 
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as they ſojourn through life, and . 
are always to be caſt off, when they 
draw nigh unto him, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. 
Be that as it may — the general in- 
tention and ſpirit of the precept was 
doubtleſs to caution the publick worſhip- 
pers of God, in what manner they ap- 
' proach the divine preſence : Leſt by a 
profane and undiſtinguiſhing behaviour 
in his houſe, they turn their ſervice into 
mockery, and their prayers into ſin.— 
And well did it become the wiſdom of 
that religious Prince, whom God choſe 
to build a glorious temple to his name, 
and who was now examining into all 
earthly vanities, to take cognizance of 
thoſe alſo which are to be found in the 

| ſacrifice of fools. 
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| What I . farther on this lub 
ject, is, — 


| Firſt, 


8 E R MON X. 179 
Firſt, To offer a few Remarks on the 


quality of the Place, ſtiled by way of 
eminence, the Houſe of God. — And, 


Secondly, To enquire into the nature 

of the duty incumbent on us Chriſ- 
tians with reference 0 publick 
WON. | 


6A; F irſt 1 I obſerve that as all na- 
tions, even the moſt barbarous, have 
been ever led to the acknowledgment of 
a Deity, ſo have they always aſſigned 
certain places for his more immediate 
worſhip and ſervice. And if the former 
be a good preſumptive argument for the 
being of a God; ſo is the latter for the 
expediency of conſecrating ſuch places to 
his worſhip and adoration.—Add to this 
the practice of God's people throughout 
every age, together with the apparent 
neceſſity of the caſe, and all farther rea- 
ſoning about it is fairly precluded. 
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But now—the condition of any place 
ſet apart for the publick worſhip of Al- 
mighty God is ſuch, that it acquires 
thence a peculiar relation to him ; and 
is upon that account, and that only, fitly 
termed holy. — Moreover | that the pro- 
perty of ſuch places, and all right in 
them might, as it were, be transferred 
and given up unto God, and the holineſs 
of them be thereby ſecured from the 
profanation of impious men, was the 
ſolemn inſtitution of hallowing and de- 
dicating them commanded Moſes at the 


erection of the tabernacle, reverently ob- 
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ſerved by the royal founder at the finiſh- 
ing of the firſt temple ; and afterward 
by the Children of Iſrael, when returned 
from their captivity; who kept the de- 
dication of the ſecond temple alſo with 
a holy joy. And that theſe conſecrations 


were well pleaſing to the Almighty, we 
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are abundantly aſſured; in that both at 
the hallowing of the tabernacle, and alſo 
+ LE of 
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of the temple, the houſes were filled 
with the glory of the Lord; who gave 
thereby ſignal evidence of the PO | 
he took of them. 


Dat, will God indeed dwell with 
men on the earth ? Behold the heaven 
and the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
' tain thee, how much leſs this houſe 
which I have built ”— ſaid Solomon, in 
a pious rapture at the wonderful conde- 
ſcenſion of God ; who had expreſſed his 
reaſon for their making him a ſanRuary, 
viz. that he might have a houſe to dwell 
in among them. 


The infinite, omnipreſent Spirit is 
not indeed to be limited to any ſpace, 
much leſs to the dimenſions of an earthly 
fabrick, how magnificent ſoever. Tis 
yet a cettain and comfortable truth, He 
is in a ſpecial manner preſent in his 
houſe. In the ſanctuary of old the cloud 
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was the ſymbol of his preſence ; and in 


the Chriſtian Church He 1s preſent in 


ſpirit and in power. Here He is preſent 


in his word and ſacraments; to bleſs 


them, and to make them effectual to 
ſalvation. Here He is preſent to lend 
an ear to the ſupplications of his faithful 
ſervants; having graciouſly promiſed, 


that where but two or three are met to- 


gether in his name, there 18 He in the 


midſt of them. | 


I proceed therefore to enquire — 


Secondly, into the nature of the duty 


incumbent on us Chriſtians, with refe- 


rence to public Worlhip. 


2. And kann it 1s, that that 
additional light, which is ſhed abroad in 


our hearts by the revelation of Jeſus 


Chriſt, hath ſupplied us with juſter and 
more exalted conceptions of this matter, 


than 


SE H MANN wh 
than were ever before imparted to man- 
kind. We are confeſſedly ſubject to no 
ceremonial law; neither are we bound, 
as were the Jews, to any particular tem- 
ple, wherein to preſent our oblations. 
The true altar of acceptance muſt be 
within ourſelves, that of a devout and 
good mind. Nor are any other ſacrifices 
exacted at our hands, than thoſe of Piety 
towards God, and Charity towards our 
Neighbour. We are in general taught 
and enjoined to worſhip the Father in 


ſpirit and in truth. 


Notwithſtanding all which, far be it 


from us to entertain any licentious opi- 


nion of that rational liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free. True Chriſ- 


tian worſhip is indeed holy and ſpiritual ; 


and yet not altogether ſo refined, in this 
imperfect ſtate, but that it requires pro- 
per places, times, and perſons, for the 


due and: orderly. performance of it. The 
N 4 reaſonableneſs 
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184 SERMON X. 


reaſonableneſs of religious aſſemblies is 


equally the ſame ; and the obligations 


upon us of reſorting to them, for the 
Purpoſes of devotion — of edification— 


of example, full as forcible under the 
goſpel as they were under the law. Nei- 


ther can it be matter of indifference what 


inward affections we bring with us, nor 


. by what outward ſigns we expreſs them, 
when we appear before the Lord of 


Heaven and Earth, in Ws: miatt of the | 
congregation. 


Our bodily faculties muſt unqueſti- 
onably. bear ſome part in the holy ſo- 
lemnity; without which it were at beſt 

incomplete, And, let me add, (how 
great ſoever the contention that has been 
raiſed about the modes and; eircumſtan- 
ces of publick worſhip Vet ſurely] the 


omiſſion, much leſs the contempt, of 


decent and eſtabliſhed ceremony in reli- 
gious aſſemblies, can neither be juſtified 


8 E R M O ET 
upon principles of reaſon, nor authority 
of ſcripture.—For if a wilful failure in 
point of ſuch outward reſpect, as is pre- 
ſcribed by the cuſtoms of people, before 
ſuperiors, though of like paſſions and 
infirmities with ourſelves, be accounted 
| Indecent ; how much more before Him, 
who is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords? — Not that ſuch overt-a&ts are 
neceſſary to make the fincerity of our 
ſervice known unto God, who under- 
ſtandeth our thoughts long before: 
But they are exceedingly fit and proper 
to make, his praiſe known unto men ; 

to aid our own devotion, and to excite 
that of others. 


* as compound beings, conſiſt- 
ing of two diſtinct ſubſtances, body and 
ſpirit, it is our reaſonable duty to glorify 
God in both: Becauſe (as the Apoſtle ar- 
gues) they are both God's; both equally 
his by right of creation, preſervation, 
2 0 and 
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16 SERMON x. 
and redemption; and therefore both 
equally obliged in their ſeveral capacities 


to ſnew forth his glory. Which, I ap- 


prehend, may be then happily effected, 
when they unite in the publick exerciſe 
of his holy ordinances. 

The body of man too, though fubject 
to diſeaſe and pain and death, is, we 
know, to be one day made a glorified 


partaker of the ſoul's immortality; and 
doubtleſs to be joined with it in a more 
ſublime kind of worſhip and obedience. 
Well then may it begin that holy ſervice 


in the Houſe of God on earth, which is 
to be perfected before his throne, and to 
continue for ever in Heaven. 


| And let thus much ſuffice for the ge- 
neral propriety of ſome external worſhip 
in the more immediate preſence of Al- 
mighty. God. — As to any particular 
| modes thereof, uſage: and the conſtitu- 

baus e | tions | 
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tions of authority, in ſuch points as are 
in their own nature lawful and indif- 


ferent, might, one would think, be ſuffi- 
cient to determine the conduct of all 
diſpaſſionate underſtanding men: The 
precępt of doing all things in the church 
9 tly and in order, carrying with it 


a latitude ; wherein if each private per- 
ſon was allowed to judge for himſelf, the 


very rule might as well be inverted. 


But if the outward homage, or adora- 
tion of the body be required, much more 


the inward eſteem and reverence of the 


heart. The admonition 1s comparative— 


« Be more ready to hear than to give 
ſacrifice ”—* to obey the voice of the 


Lord, than to come before him with the 


multitude of oblations.” And that, be- 


cauſe all bodily worſhip, unleſs anima- 


ted by a ſpirit of devotion, is lifeleſs and 
unavailing; or, in the language of So- 


lomon, the ſacrifice of fools. | 
The 
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mw SERMON X. 


The affection ſanctifies the rite, hw. 
ever indifferent in itſelf, if not unlawful : 
But there is not virtue enough in a thou- 


ſand burnt-offerings, to prevail with the 
Almighty, without the recommendation 
of a holy will — without a mind duly 


impreſſed and actuated by the love of 
Ged and love of Man. 


; We have it indeed 4 in com- 
plaint of the generality of the Jews, that 
they reſted ſatisfied with their ritual ob- 
ſervances. And ſomewhat like this may 
perhaps be the fault of too many Chriſ- 


tians. But as he only was a Jew, who 
was one inwardly ; in like manner do 


the iſſues of a Chriſtian life proceed only 
from the heart. Men may aſſemble in 
the publick places of worſhip, and edify 
not, it they have more itching ears than 


willing minds — they may carnally and 


viſibly preſs with their teeth the ſacra- 
ment of Chriſt's body and blood, and yet 
not 


not be partakers of Chriſt; but rather 


to their condemnation eat and drink 
the ſign of ſo great a thing, unleſs they 
come to that heavenly feaſt in the mar- 


riage-garment of Faith and Charity — 
they may aſk and receive not; if they 


aſk amiſs, that they may conſume it 
upon their luſts. 


It is therefore of great moment. that 
we come fitly prepared, when we pre- 
ſent ourſelves in the Houſe of God: 


That Houſe, wherein we, who are but 
duſt and aſhes, are admitted to a bleſſed 
intercourſe, a kind of ſolemn familiarity 
with our Maker. 


Fer ta He, unto whom all 
things are naked and open, is not ex- 
treme to mark the failings of our na- 
ture, thoſe inadvertencies and wander- 
ings of imagination, which interfere 
more or leſs with every one's devotion ; 
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yet to tread his Courts with an undife 


tinguiſhing foot, and to offer him only 
the calves of our lips, without the ſacri- f 
fice of the heart, is to profane his Tem- 
ple, and affront his Majeſty. 


In a word — Whereas the Church of 
Chriſt on Earth is a viſible Society, and 


as ſuch conſiſts of an outward” Profeſ- 


ſion and viſible - Communion; hence 
ariſes the expediency of having perſons, 
places, and times, ſet apart for the 
publick exerciſes of Religion : To the 


end that the worſhip of the people, 
which muſt needs be external, may be 
orderly alſo and beautiful. — And ſee- 


ing all other things receive a dignity 
proportioned to the end whereunto they 


' ſerve; in a like manner do thoſe that 
are appropriated to the ſervice of God, 
derive a more than ordinary. comlinefs 


and worth from the ſacred uſes for 
which 


which they are diſtinguiſhed. Hence 


that expreſs injunction . Ye ſhall keep 
my Sabbath, and reverence my Sanctu- 
ary —T am the Lord.” 


* 


Where, "i reverencing the Sanctu- 


ary, or, as in my text, the Houſe of 
God, let us by no means entertain any 


fond and ſuperſtitious notion of the . 


place or fabrick how great and ſolemn 
ſoever it may chance to be; but a reve- 
rential reſpect toward his awful pre- 
ſence, who is the Lord of the Temple, 
and toward the ſacred offices perform- 


ed in it. A reverence, in ſhort, of the 
whole man — of a ſoul abſtracted from 


the vanity of the world, the cares of 
life, and every carnal affeRtion; and 


fixed upon the only object of it's happi- 


neſs—of a body teſtifying by all decent 


and manly behaviour. the ſincerity of 


the heart; thereby too promoting com- 


mon 


$5 
. 
141 
A 
1 [1 
FEE 
© 25. 
1 
2 
13 
: 4] 
1 


* 
* — 5 — — egy — — . E 8 —_——— 
= ASH 2 Z Pe 2 6-3 = BR TIES . n - N 2 % THIS « Ka * n 14) G 
Ae — —_— rg —— — N wy 27 * — * — — 3 — > — r — 2 * - 
ꝶ6V„t S CEL Aras Or GON I rr. 8 1 : 5 Sr omen 
- o 


102 SERMON. X. 


2 
mon devotion, and maintaining the har- 
5 r of united worſhip. 


This is ns to offer unto God, in 
his Holy Temple, our Selves, our Souls 
and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively Sacrifice unto Him ; ſuch, 
too, as we may be aſſured He will 
mercifully accept, through the media- 
tion of his Son Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 
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The Secret of the Lord is with con that 
fear, Him, and He will ſhew n his 
Covenant, 


= undeniable, that there are many 


things in ſcripture hard to be under- 
ftood. Moſes, we read, put a veil over 


his Face, a type of that myſterious co- 


venant which. he delivered, that the 


Children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly 


look to the end of it—-. e. to the glory 


and ſpiritual perfection of the goſpel, 
Mot. 1. E 


T is an old complaint, and a truth 


whereunto 
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whereunto the law of carnal command- 


ments was only introductory. The Pro- 
phets opened their mouths in parables, 


they uttered dark ſentences. And the 


doctrine of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
was in ſome inſtances ſo obfcure and 
unintelligible, that many of his Diſciples, 
we are told, for this very reaſon went 


back, and walked no more with Him. 


But though it be true, ſo true, that 
we find it declared in the ſcriptures 
themſelves; that there are difficulties in 
them; yet is this no reaſonable ground 
of objection either againſt the authority 
or the uſefulneſs of divine Revelation : 
Since all things neceſſary to be known are 
ſufficiently clear. in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and even the obſcurer parts of them are 
made to ſerve many excellent purpoſes. 


* 4 


In the mean while it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, there are who ſtumble at theſe as 
. hard 


ug 


— 
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hard ſayings; there are who wreſt them 
to their own deſtruction. - But who are 
they but the unlearned and the unſta- 


ble? as the Apoſtle'obſerves ; that is to 


ſay, men who have not learning enough 
to form a right judgment in ſuch mat- 
ters; nor yet faith and ſtability enough 


to reſt ſatisfied with what they do un- 
derſtand, and to rely on the veracity of 


God, who cannot deceive, for whatever 
is beyond the reach of their capacity. 


And hence it is that theſe men are 


ſaid to wreſt the ſcriptures to their own 
deſtruction : Becauſe, though inability to 
interpret the difficult paſſages of ſcrip- 


ture may be of itſelf no crime; yet the 
not adhering to the plain and neceſſary 


doctrines revealed in them, is certainly 


a great one; and juſtly puniſhable with 


that obduracy and error which God 
hath denounced againſt it. But —* the 
Secret of the Lord is with them that 
| — fear 
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196 SERMON xl. 


fear Him, | and He will ſhew. them 
his Covenant.” 


From which words of the Pſalmiſt I 
ſhall take occaſion to deduce the two 


following propoſitions. = 


The Firſt of which is —That the Fear 

of God, or a pious regard to the 

plain and intelligible duties of Re- 

ligion, is the readieſt way to ob- 

| tain ſatisfaction in the obſcurer 
points of it. 


The Second, (which too is implied in 
the former) — That as many as do 
not properly fear God, nor obſerve 
his ordinances, are in great danger 
of being diſabled from ever coming 
to the knowledge of the Truth, 
and Faith in Him. For thus much 
too, I think, may be fairly inferred 
from the text: Which, as it ſpect- 
ſies 
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fies a ſingular bleſſing of God upon 
them that fear Him, may reaſona- 
bly be ſuppoſed to imply ſomewhat 
of the contrary judgment againſt | 
them that fear Him not. 


I. My firſt propoſition then is, that 
the Fear of God, or a pious regard to 
the plain and intelligible duties of Reli- 
gion, is the readieſt way to obtain ſatis- 
faction in the obſcurer points of it. 


Now, there are ſeveral natural reaſons 
which make greatly for this—as, firſt of 
all, tlie direct tendency of ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion to enquire after truth, and to re- 
ceive it with pure affection.—A willing 
and unprejudiced mind is an excellent 
foundation for any human learning; 
but eſpecially is it the moſt auſpicious 
entrance upon ſacred wiſdom: Which, 
as it contradifts the corrupt opinions 
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and e fines of mankind, Woes 


therefore require a fair and diſpaſſionate 
attention from all thoſe who would liſ- 


ten to it's inſtructions —Foraſmuch too 


as Religion is not merely a ſpeculative 


ſcience, propounded only to pleaſe the 
fancy, and entertain the imagination; 
but to be reduced to practice, and co- 


pied into our lives; and this moreover 


enforced with the moſt awful ſanctions 


of eternal rewards and puniſhments; : the 


beſt preparation of the heart to know, | 
| becauſe the greateſt incitement to learn, 


is without doubt an-aptneſs of will to 
act conformably to it when known. — 


Let me add, even with regard to the 


myſteries of faith, as the meek and pious 


Chriſtian may be eaſily preſumed to be 


beſt acquainted with the due extent and 


i power of his own native reaſon ; 3 ſo may . 


he upon this very account be conceived 


to be leaſt entangled and moſt ſatisfied 


with thoſe holy truths, which by the 
hight 
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— — 


light of that reaſon eee ek 
to have come from God. 


Again — The pos of 5 0 l 5 
upon the hearts of men, whereby they 
come to underſtand wiſdom ſecretly, be- 
ing of a ſpiritual and inviſible, nature, 
and certain ordinances having been inſti- 
tuted for promoting theſe happy effects; 
it follows that thoſe: perſons, who. with 
moſt honeſty. and zeal apply themſelves. 
to the means, are in. much the moſt 
promiſing way to acquire the end. But 
what perſons ſo likely to do this as the 
lowly and devout? Who, conſalens, of 
their own. inſufficiency, wait inſtantly 
upon God for his aid and aſſiſtance i in 
thoſe ways which He hath preſcribed. 
The pride of the Syrian Leper was indeed 
offended at the Prophet, who bade him 
only waſh and be clean; and the affec- 
tation of an Infidel may perhaps be as 

little ſatisfied with the ſacraments of the 
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new. covenant : But the humble Chriſtian 


' ſubmits himſelf wholly to the will of his 


almighty Phyſician, in whatever way He 
ſhall be pleaſed to heal his infirmities. 
And ſeeing it is God alone who diſpenſeth 


to us our temporal as well as ſpiritual 
ſaſtenance ; - not however without our 


co-operation ; ; he therefore as diligently 
applies himſelf to the means revealed 


: whereby to obtain the latter, as he doth 


to the methods of experience whereby 
to pr ocure the former. Neither will he 
diſregard the uſe of theſe, how cerenio- 
nial ſoever they may ſeem, out of any 5 


vain confidence of favour without the 


help: of ſuch conditions as in themſelves 


| appear little and inſignificant: But will 


rather imitate the behaviour of good 
Hezekiah; who, though in his ſickneſs 
he had received a ſign and promiſe from 
God that he ſhould recover, yet for all 


this did not neglect the means: For, 
according to the counſel of the Prophet, 
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he took a lump of figs, faith the text; 


and laid it on the boyl, and he recovered. 


All poſitive duties are therefore good 
becauſe commanded ; as, on the other 
hand, all moral ones are therefore com- 
manded becauſe they are good: And a 
compliance with both is proportionably 


requiſite to our acceptance with the 
God of Oy" 18 85 


Thus then it is that the humble and 
devout are naturally beſt diſpoſed and 
qualified for the reception of divine 
truth: Which, that it ſhall be ſufficient 
for their conduct, and ſatisfactory to 
their underſtanding, we can have no 
room to doubt, when we conſider far- 
ther that this is the faithful aſſurance of 
God himſelf, and his promiſed bleſſing 
upon all them that fear Him. 


It muſt be owned, there are ſundry 
articles in the goſpel-covenant beyond 
Be: 55 the 
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the comprehenſion of our preſent facul- 
ties; which nevertheleſs demand our af. 
ſent, unto them with reverence and awe; 
becauſe delivered by One demonſtrated 
to be ſent from God, through the mira- 
cles, wonders and ſigns, which God did 
by Him. St. Paul, who was a choſen 
veſſel, of the Lord, and favoured with 
the abundance of Revelation, yet obſerv- 
ed that extent of wiſdom in the ſcheme 
of tbe goſpel, as to. eſteem it above his 
reach. And the things thereof, we are 
informed, the Angels themſelves deſire 
to look into. It is therefore not to be 
1magined. that by our ſtricteſt enquiries 
we {ſhall be able. to. fathom the, whole 
myſtery of godlineſs. He, who ſhut up 
the ſea with doors, and ſaid, * hitherto - 
ſhalt thou come and no further, and 
here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtaid, hath. 
fixed as determined bounds to the under- 
ſtanding of man, which he ſhall not paſs. 
Neither is ſuch a * of knowledge 
> MW 
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in any wiſe to be expected from the 


kindeſt influences of the Holy Ghoſt. 
A fond opinion which, if encouraged; 
would go a great way to turn Religion 
into Enthuſiaſm. —What then I would 
here be underſtood to mean is only this, 
that they who worſhip: God with meek- 
neſs and fincerity, making it their ſtudy 
to know, and their - buſineſs! to do, his 
will, ſhall through his guidance and di- 
rection be ſecured from all fatal miſtakes 
in Religion, ſhall neither groſsly err, nor 
greatly fall. And thus much may be 
relied on, becauſe we have it under the 
ſanction of his promiſe who cannot deny 
himſelf... He will ſhew his Covenant 
unto ham, that fear Him, ' faith the 
Pſalmiſt : And © his Secret is with the 
righteous,” ſaith Solomon, We have 
too the words of our Bleſſed Saviour — 
* He that followeth me ſhall not walk 
in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of 
life.” And on _ If any man will do 
| Ts | | God's 
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7s God's will, he ſhall er of the doctrine 
whether it be of God — if he be but 
honeſt in his intentions, he ſhall be en- 
dued with grace ſufficient, whereby to 
perceive the fitneſs of thoſe heavenly 
precepts to promote the purity and hap- 
pineſs of mankind ; and be abundantly 


ſatisfied that the Author of them is di- 
vine. And many other texts are there 
both in the Old and New Teſtament 


plainly confirming the ſame comforta- 


ble truth, that ſo much inſight into ſa- 
cred wiſdom, both as to matters of faith 
and practice, as ſhall be neceſſary to 
ſpeak peace to the conſcience, and enſure 
eternal life, will never be wanting to 


the humble and fincere. Not that either 
the beſt or the moſt learned men are ſuf- 


ficient of themſelves to find out the Al- 


mighty to perfection; but their ſuffici- 
ency is of Him: Who will ſend the 
Comforter unto them, even the Spirit 
of Truth; who ſhall open their under- 


ſtandings, 


8 E R NM GNA | ty 
ſtandings, bleſs their ſearches into holy 
things, and accompany their ſtudies and 
meditations with a proſperous apprehen- 


ſion of whatever it is neceſſary for them 


to know.—An excellent encouragement 
this to work out our ſalvation with fear; 
to be ſober and honeſt in all our enqui- 
ries into the ſecrets of Revelation ; and 
willing and active in the obſervance of 
it's laws : Since, if thus diſpoſed, we 
have the Lord on our ſide; ſo that we i 
cannot fall into any groſs and dangerous 
miſtakes. But no manner of counte- 
nance from hence to the fanciful pre- 
tences of enthuſiaſtick perſons; Who, 
laying the foundation of their religious 
wiſdom in pride and ſelf-conceit, are 
much more likely to be infatuated by 
the juſt judgment of God, than to be 
favoured with any ſupernatural illumi- 
nations. — And this brings me to my 
Second Propoſition; namely, that as 
mAnY 2s do not properly fear God, nor 
_ obſerve 


A 
4 
| 
j 
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obſerve his ordinances, are in great 


danger of being diſabled from ever com- 


ing to the knowledge of the 1 2 
_ Faith 1 in Him. 


e That as will ad affine have 


a mighty ſway over the underſtanding, 


experience and obſervation cannot but 


convince us; it frequently happening 
that the ſame things appear differently 


to the ſame men in different tempers. 


It is then no wonder if vicious inclina- 


tions have a fatal influence upon the 


judgment. Reaſon cannot ſtand againſt 
prejudice ; and even conſcience muſt 


truckle to the unwilling mind. -'Tis 


ſincerity that is a better introduRioF to 
heavenly wiſdom than the knowledge of 


arts and ſciences : And the honeſt heart 
only is that good ground, upon which 
the feed of the word ſown brings forth 
abundantly. For let us enquire a little: 
Who they were that rejected and cruci- 

| ” fied 
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fied the” Lord of Lite, but the proud 
Teachers of the Law, and Maſters of 


| Tfradh, to whom the humility of Chrift's 
preaching was as fooliſhneſs, and a rock 
of offttice.. \Whence' the many hereſies 


that have in all ages corrupted the 
| Church ? but from the ambition and 
cenctit of men better farniſhed with | 


learning and ſubtleties, "than the more 


Chriſtian ornaments of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit. In a word, whence that infide- 
| ity, and diſregard to the worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, fo juſtly to be lamented in 
theſe our days ? but from the refined 
parts and opinionative intuition of thoſe, 
who diſdain to ſubmit their reaſon to 
any thing, in ſpiritual matters, that ſur- 
paſſeth it's comprehenſion: Thou gh at 
the ſame time the moſt obvious and mi- 
nute things in nature do indeed ſurpaſs 
it; and every object of their ſenſes riſes 
up in judgment againſt that very reaſon, 
and condemns i it's weakneſs, Let it not 
therefore 
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therefore be thought any valid objection 
to what is here advanced, that proud and 


impious men have apprehenſions as ca- 
pable of judging what is true and what 


| falſe, as the meck and godly ; z that their 


faculties are oftentimes greater, and their 
parts brighter, than thoſe of better men; 
and their external advantages equal ; 


| Since it cannot be denied, affectation 


and ſelf-conceit, luſts and vices, have an 


unavoidable bias upon the . 


But farther Belden the natural teri- 
deney of all kinds of ſin to obſtruct the 


entrance of truth and ſound knowledge 


into the mind ; it is moreover a dread- 


ful conſideration that God in his juſtice 
hath threatened to infatuate, and doth 


often infatuate, the underſtandings. of 


the wicked. The ſcripture expreſſly de- 


clares that every one ſhall not underſtand. 
ce None of the wicked ſhall underſtand,” | 


faith the Prophet Daniel, And God 


ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks by Iſaiah, ſaying, * F oraſmuch 
as this people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour 
me, but have removed their heart far 
from me; therefore, behold ! the wiſ- 
dom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and 
the underſtanding of their prudent men 
ſhall be hid.” <© Unto you, (ſaid our 
Bleſſed Lord to his Diſciples) it is given 
to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
of Heaven, but to them it is not given.” 
Unto you, who are as babes and ſuck- 
lings, are theſe things revealed, but from' 
them, who are the wiſe of this world, 
are they hid. And to this purpoſe is 

that his affectionate as well as authori- 
tative admonition, ſo repeatedly incul- 
cated —* He that hath ears to hear, let : 
him hear.” From all which conſidered 
it has been reaſonably - enough. inferred, 
that the proof given us of Chriſtianity 
was leſs than it might have been for this 
very purpoſe, thereby to try ſuch as 
Vor.. I, Þ were 
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were * a curable diſpoſition. Thus __ 


find our Bleſſed Saviour unveiling thoſe. 


truths to his well-intentioned Diſciples, 


which to the Scribes and Phariſees, his 
inquiſitive but refractory hearers, . He 


Wat. up in parables, 


5 Neither in the juli of Gen imprach- 


ed, though the evidences of the goſpel 


were originally deſigned and left ſo, as 
that thoſe who are deſirous of evading. 
moral obligations ſhould. not ſee them, 
and that honeſt- minded perſons ſhould, 


For it was upon this. account that. the 
_ preaching of Chriſt was, concealed. from 


thoſe blind and bigoted Rulers ;| not that 
He difliked their deſire of knowledge, 


but their want of ſincerity. - Belief itſelf. 


in matters revealed, as well as a practical 


conformity to that belief, are both arti- 


cles of trial unto men; and the integrity 
of the heart to be demonſtrated by the 
one, no leſs than by the other: For as 

there 
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tre muſt be a fincerity of the will in 
order to practice, ſo there muſt alſo be 
a ſincerity of the judgment in order to 

belief. If then prejudiced and carnal 

minds become ſo blinded by the God of: 
this world, as not to ſee thoſe holy 
traths, which are only ſpiritually. diſ- 
cerned; upon whom is the fault charge- 
able but upon themſelves? It being as 
juſt a puniſhment in the ſpiritual ſenſe, 
as it is a neceſſary conſequence in the 
natural If the eye be evil, the whole 
body ſhall be full of darkneſs.” —It is 
indeed by the divine influence of the 
Spirit (who is no reſpecter of perſons 
but as they are more or leſs virtuous) 
that faith and hope are kept alive within 
us: Vet is it owing to our unworthineſs 
if that bleſſed Spirit withdraws his aſſiſt- 
ance ; who is of too pure a nature to 
| dwell with the ſenſual and prophane ; 
and too jealous of his honour to guide 
. direct thoſe who will not abide his 


„ councils. 
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councils. And hence it comes to paſs, 

according to the obſervation of the wiſe 
man, © A ſcorner ſeeketh wiſdom and 
| findeth it not, but knowledge is _ to 
him that underſtandeth.” To | 


þ 1 ſhall add only a 3 words by way 
of application. With regard then to the 
moral precepts of Chriſtianity, it is of 
the utmoſt importance that we ſecure 
our heart, that principle of action; leſt. 
evil affections and ſenſual inclinations 
ſiuffer us not to ſee clearly the perfection 

and end of that refined holineſs which 
they require. For how is it poſſible that 

the duties of ſelf-denial, returning good 
for evil, and the like, ſo contrary to the 


motions of ſenſe, ſhould have any influ- 


ence over a mind in utter ſubjection to 


it's paſſions? Whereas an honeſt and 


ingenuous diſpoſition wholly aCtuated by 

the love of God and love of Man, will 

readily perceive the mighty tendency of 
every 


N 


* — . $I. at a" N . 
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every goſpel commandment to purify 
our nature and promote our happineſs. 


And foraſmuch as the myſteries of 
Revelation are no leſs calculated to prove 
the faith, than are it's moral injunctions: 
to try the will; it follows from hence 


too that our merit or demerit will in 


great meaſure depend upon the uſe we 


make of our reaſon in determining our 


belief. If with meekneſs and reverence 


we employ it within it's proper province 


to try the ſpirits, and ſearch the ſerip- 
tures, whether ſufficiently atteſted to 
be from God; we may then rely upon 
his gracious aſſiſtance, who will make 
| known the ſecret of his will to them that 


fear Him, and will ſhew them his cove- 


nant. But on the other hand, if through 
pride and ſingularity, or any difinclina- 
tion to comply with the terms of the 


goſpel, we ſet up reaſon for the ſtandard 


of what ought to be believed; fo as to 
| 1 admit 
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admit nothing for the object of our 


faith, but what is level with our under- 


ſtanding, and eaſy to our comprehen- 


ſion; we then affront the majeſty of 


God, and are in great danger of that 


fatal but juſt judgment of being diſabled 


from ever coming to che knowledge f 


the truth; after the manner of thoſe 


idolatrous Gentiles, (of whom the Apoſ- 
tle ſpeaks) who not attending to the 


natural diſcoveries which God had given 
them of Himſelf, became vain in their 


imaginations, and their fooliſh heart 
was darkened. 3 


No to God che REY God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt — three 
Perſons and one God, be aſcribed 

all honour and obedience, praiſe 
and thankſgiving, henceforth and 
for ever. Amen. 5 
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What ! ſhall we receive Good at the 146. 7 5 


God, and foall we not receive Evil: 2 


HE holy perſon, who uttered this 


" earneſt rebuke and devout expoſtu- 
lation, when under the ſevereſt trials of 


an afflicting Providence, is propounded 


to us by an Apoſtle of Chriſt for a me- 


morable example of piety and patience. 


Je have heard (faith St. James) of the 


* patience of Job, and have ſeen the 


te end of the Lord, that He is very piti- 
«. ful, and of tender mercy.” 
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And it muſt be confeftbd, mankind in 
general ſtand in great need of ſuch an 
exemplary incitement to religious acqui- 
eſcence: There being no condition or 


cCircumſtance in life, of which they are 
more apt to make an undue eſtimate, 
and conſequently an improper uſe, than 


of the troubles and . that | 
befal them. 


Whether it be owing to an overween- 


ing opinion. of themſelves, as though 
| ſome ſtrange and undeſerved thing had 


happened unto them; or to q ſecret diſ- 
truſt of divine Providence; or to a not 
adverting to the expediency of evil in 
the moral Government of the World; 

or to a want of preparation for it before 


it comes; obvious it is,” there 1s uſually 


ſuch a turbulence and diſtraction of ſpi- 
rit, upon being ſurprized with any cala- 
mity, as not only diſqualifies a man for 


. it as he ought ; but even in- 


creaſes 


D 
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. creaſes the burthen, in proportion as it 
diminiſhes the ſtrength of the bearer. 


It being therefore a matter of great 
moment, to have our minds properly 


fortified againſt any ill impreſſions from 


the many accidents and diſaſters, to 
which we are ever liable in this uncer- 


tain ſtate; I ſhall, in treating of the 


words before us, 


Firſt, explain briefly what is meattt 
by receiving Evil at the hand of 
ee order, g | 


indy to ſnew more at large the 
reaſonableneſs and utility of ſo doing. 


1. Foraſmuch then as the Almighty 
Creator hath an uncontroulable power 


over the work of his own hands, what- 
ever ſufferings He ſhall be pleaſed. to 


bring opon us, we are utterly unable to 
| contend 
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con tand with Him that made us, or to 
reſiſt his will. — But becauſe he hath 
created us rational and free agents, given 
us rules for our conduct, examples for 
our imitation, and moreover obliged us 
by laws enforced with the moſt prevail- 
ing ſanctions; by means of which we 
are capable of improving the evil we 
cannot ſhun, and of working out a vir- 
tue from an unavoidable neceſſity: There- 
fore by receiving evil we are not to un- 

derſtand the mere undergoing it, which 

neither our Reaſon nor our Religion can 
prevent; but the undergoing it in ſuch 
a manner through their directing influ- 
ence, that it may be imputed unto us 
for Ri elt. 


Be it farther bene very ſame 
expreſſion here applied both to good and 
evil, plainly ſeems to intimate our bear- 
ing the latter in ſome reſpect anſwerable 


to our acceptance of the former; that 


as 


SE WW AK oy 
as we ought to receive our good things 
at the hand of God with a becoming 
thankfulneſs, ſo ought we to receive 
our evil things at the ſame hand with a 
pious reſignation and humble hope. — 
We may indeed have full as much rea- 
ſon even to thank God for our adverſity, 
if we make a right uſe of it, as for our 
proſperity ; and to rejoice that we were 
counted worthy to ſuffer. However, 
ſince © no chaſtening for the preſent is 
joyous, but, on the contrary, grievous;” 
it cannot certainly be required of any to 
rejoice under it's immediate preſſure : 
Enough it is if it yield the peaceable 

fruit of righteouſneſs to as many as are 
properly exerciſed thereby. Holy David 
was delighted with reflecting on his paſt 
troubles, inaſmuch as he had been train- 
ed up by them to a better ſenſe of things: 
It is good for me (ſays he) that I have 
e been afflicted, that I might learn thy 
8 * atutes” — and again, « Before I was 
| troubled 
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« troubled I went wr5 ang, but now have 


« T kept thy wor...” Yet he no where 


tells us that his ſufferings, as ſuch, and 
at the very inſtant he endured. them, 
were pleaſant or agreeable to him; but 
that in his diſtreſs he cried unto the 
Lord, and complained unto his God. 


Me have it recorded too of Job himſelf, 


hat he would not refrain his mouth, 


but ſpeak in the anguiſh of his ſpirit, 
and complain in the bitterneſs of his 
ſoul. And no doubt there are at all 


times many good and pious perſons, who 


labour under the wretched circumſtances 


of want and ſorrow, of infirmity and 


pain, with hopes full of immortality. 


In a word then—to receive Evil at 


the hand of God is to acquieſce under 
it, with faithful aſſurance that it does 
not happen to us without the appoint- 


ment or permiſſion of Him who both 
knows and diſpoſes all things; with 
calm 
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calm reſignation to his ſovereign will; 
with a religious belief that it was ſent 
us for our advantage, and with an hum- 
ble confidence that it will end therein. 

That ſuch a reception of evil is a very 
reaſonable and beneficial duty, 1 n 
to ſhew in the next place. | 


4 And this 1 a Rae will ſuffici- 
_ ently appear, if we attend to the truth 
of the two following propoſitions. @_—_ 


1. The firſt of which is, that a mix- 
ture of good and evil things is every 
one's portion in this life, ti! 


2. The ſecond, that the evil things we 
ſuffer, as well as the good ones we enjoy, 
proceed alike from the hand of God. 


1. To evince the former of theſe pro- 
_ poſitions I need only appeal to the gene- 
„ | ral 


ral ſenſe and experience of mankind. 


For who is there, or ever was, among 
the Sons of Adam, but muſt juſtify the 


Preacher in his ſaying, © There is a time 
to weep and a time to laugh?” Joy and 
grief, pleaſure and pain, are: fo inter- 

changeably attendant on every progreſ- 


ſive period of man's life, and every con- 
dition of it, that it is ſcarcely poſſible 


for him tao exiſt without a daily conſci- 


onſneſs of either ſenſation. Our bodily 


appetites, our mental affections, are ne- 


ceſſary ſources of theſe alternate feelings: 


And the very elements out of which we 


were formed, and on which we ſubſiſt, 
are impregnated with the ſeeds of them; 


equally productive of health and diſcaſe, 3 


of life and death. 


It were uſeleſs to enter into dere 
on ſo copious and withal ſo obvious an 


argument: I he truth of which no one 


can — n not many perhaps | 
make 
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a right application of it. For if neither 
our own nature, nor the nature of the 
things around us, will admit of perfect 


| happineſs, or indeed any thing like it, 
it is abſurd to imagine that the caſual 


ineidents of ſtation, or fortune, or any 
the moſt promiſing temporal advantages, 
| ſhould be able to procure it. 


And yet how apt are we, in the time 
of our proſperity, when we live altoge- 
ther at our eaſe, and do even what we 
liſt, to ſay, each one in his heart, I 
ſhall never be caſt down, there mall no 


harm happen unto me; to-morrow ſhall: N 


be as this day and much more abundant?” 
But what is this but to forget ourſelves, 
that we are frail and dependant creatures, 
whoſe times are in God's hand. For * if 
He hideth his face from us we are in- 
ſtantly troubled; if He taketh away our 
breath we die, and are turned again to 


our duſt.“ Far better were it, and more 


becoming 


— —— 
N I — — 
—— —— 


— 


——— — — 
* 1 an ai _ 
S — 
—— — — 


— — 


—— 
——— — 


5 
RIC 3 * — — Ss es 
— — : — 

a — rr N * — 

8 — „2TTT oo De es — 

— yin. <a - - 7 . rr . r r : — Y — 
wet — = 2 o te < CE end ih al n ISHS 
= — = : — — . - - — gr 

Ko USL 2 1 —_— — — 2 L == 2 I ” 42 -- — 72 2 — — SE 2 — 2 Ford 
ST Er ¹wà—T—́— nao es ] ⁰•, Eu EI r 2 


— 


Lad 
8 
* 


Nene 
—— ny 
Te 
"5 > 


A ou, ee Agr eter 
A . 
e 

124- + wit 1 2 —— 1 


eZ E0NT ies 
becoming us as we are men, to make 
ſuch a qualified uſe of the bleſſings of 
life, as neither to be ſuprized nor offend- 
ed at it's croſſes. —The day of adverſity 
is not the only ſeaſon for conſideration ; 
even in the day of proſperity may it be- 
hove us to confider as well as to rejoice. . 
Then is the time to reflect, that we were 
not ſent into the world merely to take 
our paſtime herein, but to do the work 
of Him that ſent us: That it is our duty 
and our wiſdom to employ thoſe abilities 
and opportunities we are favoured with, 
to the honour of God their author; by 
improving our own minds in truth and 
virtue, and by doing all we can for the 
benefit of others. Then too is it ſeaſon- 
able to remember, that the beſt wor Idly 
Poſſeſſions are but of a ſhort and pre- 
carious tenure; and that all we are cer- 
tain of is, that man is born to trouble, 
and born to die. ro at DW: | 


But 
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But if it be, as it ought to be, an 
humiliating thought, that the brighteſt 
ſide of our exiſtence in this probationary 
ſtate, is not exempt from ſorrow and 
diſquietude; it is at the ſame time a 
pleaſant thing to recollect, that there is 
no condition of human life ſo very mi- 
ſerable, but there are always ſome fa- 
vourable circumſtances to alleviate, ſome 
gleams of comfort to refreſh it. The 
ſapporting grace of God, the charitable | 
aids of men, the naturally ſhort duration 
of all extremes, the impenetrable ſhield 
of Faith, the never-failing cordial of 
| Hope, are ſo many auxiliary principles, 
happily calculated to mitigate thoſe ſe- 
vere afflictions, which ſooner or later 
are the common lot of all men, and 
which therefore, we muſt allow, it is 
highly reaſonable and expedient to pre- 
Pare ourſelves with before afflictions 
come, and to avail ourſelves of when 
they do. — More eſpecially if we weigh 
Vor. I. Q. | well 


N On; . 
well the force of my ſecond propoſition, : 
viz. that the evil things we ſuffer, as 


well as the good ones we enjoy, proceed 
alike from the hand of God. 


io Md. one ſurely, tvs 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Creator 
_ diſplayed throughout his works, can poſ- 
fibly conceive that, after having finiſhed 
a World of ſuch marvellous conſtruction 
and infinite importance, He ſhould ſub- 
ject it's operations either to the hard 
neceſſity of Fate, or to the blind preca- 
riouſneſs of Chance. — There are indeed 
many occurrences both in the natural 
and moral economy of this myſterious 
ſyſtem, which to us, who are unac- 
quainted with the intricate ſubordination 
of cauſes and their manifold effects, ſeem 
fortuitous, diſproportionate, and unwor- 
thy a divine Government: And thus 
perhaps we may think of the evil that 
befals us. For as the generality of men 
are 
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ungrateful enough to Providence, to at- 


tribute to their own merit and conduct 
the proſperity they enjoy; ſo in the time 


of adverſity they conſider not, neither 


regard their ſufferings as the chaſtening 
of the Almighty. Both certain indica- 


tions of an ungenerous and unprincipled 


mind: For who that has any juſt ſenſe 
of the divine majeſty, and of his own 


unworthineſs, would rob ſo munificent 


a Benefactor of the tribute of praiſe due 
to his goodneſs? And every true Diſciple 


of Chriſt will under the ſevereſt calamit7 
commit his cauſe to God, ho maketh 


ſore and bindeth up, who woundeth and 
his hands make whole.” | 


Eliphaz wiſely obſerves, that man is 
born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
wards : But it is the ſame wiſe man's 
obſervation, that affliction cometh not 


forth of the duſt, and that trouble doth 
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not ſpring out of the ground. Various 
are the ends, weighty the reaſons, for 
which the Moſt High permits us to 
ſuffer. And the ſufferings of good men, 
as well as of the wicked, will appear 


upon due enquiry to be directed by the 
ſame unerring hand. 5 


ds the ns ſufferings of wicked 
men, they are ſo far adjuſted, that penal 


_ evil is a general conſequence of moral. 


Thus, all kinds of debaucheries neceſſa- 
rily terminate in pain and ſickneſs ; not 


barely ſhortening man's days, but ren- | 
dering thoſe few they leave him weari- 
- ſome and wretched.—Indigence and diſ- 


treſs are the ordinary portion of the 
prodigal and licentious—ſhame and cap- 


_ tivity of the fraudulent and unjuſt— 


and the numerous executions of daring 
malefactors give undeniable teſtimony to 
this ſad truth. Not to omit thoſe ſecret 

in- 


8 E R M N Xt, a4 
ill-diſpoſitions, malice, revenge, envy, 
and the like, which never fail to excru- 
ciate the guilty mind. Wherefore then 
doth a hving man complain, a man for 

the puniſhment of his fins? And though 
the more ſubtle methods of iniquity and 

fraud do ſometimes not only eſcape un- 
puniſhed, but are ſeemingly rewarded ; 
yet have we no reaſon to be offended at 
it, nor to be envious againſt the evil 
doers, who are verily perfuaded there is 
a God that judgeth the earth. LD 


Again—Neither are the ſufferings even 
of good men any impeachment of the 
wiſdom, the juſtice, or goodneſs of God ; 
whoſe ways are never the leſs equal, 


though our thoughts may be unequal. 


The beſt are not without their failings, 
errors and infirmfies : And to be chaſ- 
tiſed for them by the Father of Mercies 

is, to as many as are religiouſly diſpoſed, 
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the ſureſt token of his providential care 
and affection. 


Perhaps too we know by experience, 
may at leaſt by obſervation, the danger 
of uninterrupted proſperity; how unapt 
we are to think ſeriouſly when we live 
pleaſantly : And how on the other hand 


pain and misfortunes become the food 


of religious contemplation. Kind there- 
fore is that Providence which permits 
us ſometimes to ſmart ; loving 1s that 
correction which at any time brings | us 


to a ſenſe of our duty. 


Moreover, the evils of life are no 
doubt frequently ſent to the upright by 
way of trial. The Devil had his com- 


miſſion from the Almighty to tempt 
Job: But as it happened in his caſe, ſo 


will it in the caſe of all good perſons ; 
the Holy Spirit will be ever ready to 
| lend 
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lend his gracious ſuccours, that they 
ſhall not be tempted above that they 


are able. And virtue of every ſort is 


refined and rectified by the furnace of 


affliction. Hence are we taught to know 


ourſelves, our own frail and dependant 


nature ; and in conſequence of that, to 


have a compaſſionate feeling for the 


misfortunes of others; to adviſe the 


weak, inform the ignorant, and com- 
fort the diſtreſſed. Hence too, in this 


ſchool of virtuous diſcipline, are we 
| beſt trained to a religious contentment 


with our lot, in whatever ground it 


may chance to fall ; together with an 
humble ſubmiſſion of ourſelves and our 


concerns to the ſupreme diſpoſer of all 
events, who both knoweth our necefli- 


ties and careth for us. — Hence, finally 
are we inſtructed — under every diſpen- 
ſation of Providence to have always 
preſent to our minds that unchange- 
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able and eternal manſion, prepared for 


good men from the foundation of the 


world; where ſhall be no more ſorrow, 
no more pain, and where tears ſhall . 
be wiped away from all faces. —Unto 


which happy ſtate God in his due time 
bring us all, for his mercy's ſake in 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son our Lord, 


SERMON 


SERMON XIII. 


ö 6 TR” . 
CorossiAxs, lll. 14. 


Above all things put on Charity, which 15 
the bond of Per fecineſs. 


TT cannot but be obſerved throughout 


the writings of St. Paul, that he 1s 
never ſo elevated in his praiſes of any 
one virtue, as when he diſplays the ex- 


cellence of Charity; never ſo earneſt in 


his exhortations to, or enforcements of, 
the obſervance of any precept, as when 


he recommends and enjoins this compre- 


henſive duty. And indeed, whoever con- 
ſiders Charity in it's juſt extent, as it is 
the 
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234 SERMON XIII. » 
the principle of all moral action, the 
confummation of all divine graces, the 
| ſpecial law of Chriſt, and badge of his 
followers, will not eaſily be induced to 
think the tongue of men or angels idly 
employed in the commendation of ſo 
heavenly a virtue, | 


The misfortune is, men are apt to 
entertain either partial or erroneous no- 
tions of this duty ; which in reality 
| knows no bounds, nor any mixture of 

inſincerity.— Thus an alms now and 
then beſtowed upon the indigent, and a 
few expreſſions of pity over the unfor- 
tunate, ſhall be deemed by ſome to fulfil 
the law of love: Whilſt others by more 
| liberal donations, perhaps bequeathing 
all their goods to feed the poor, when 
they can no longer enjoy them, affect to 
compound with Heaven for the enormi- 
ties of their whole lives : Which, in the 
language of Solomon, is to offer unto 


God 
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God the ſacrifice of fools. Whereas the 
Apoſtle in my text, as if in direct oppo- 
ſition to any ſuch vain pretences, ſtiles 
Charity the bond of Perfectneſs, . e. the 
cement or union of all good practice: 
Equally requiſite to conſtitute the civil, 
the moral, and religious character of 
a Chriſtian. | 


Ifſhal therefore take occaſion, upon 
this moſt copious and important ſubject, 
to enquire ſomewhat minutely into the 
power and ſpirit of true Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, reſpecting the temper and behavi- 
our in general, or (to be more particular) 
the thoughts, the words, and the actions, 
of every Diſciple of Chriſt. 


1. To begin with conſidering the good 
and happy influence which this ſpecial 
grace, if duly applied and improved, 
might and ought to have upon our 
thoughts and affections. 
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Under which head it is proper to be 
eki that, when treating of Charity, 
we are not to regard it barely as a civil 
virtue, which would carry us but a little 
way toward perfection; but as a religi- 
ous obligation upon our conſciences to 


love in the firſt place the Lord our God 


with all the mind and with all the 
ſtrength; and in ſubordination to that 


radical principle of all ſound morality, 


to love our neighbour as ourſelves. F or 
thus much does the goſpel command; 
whoſe peculiar excellency it is, that it 
reacheth to the inward man, corrects 
our very thoughts, and purifies the 
heart ; out of which are the. iſſues of 


life or death. 


The mere natural principle will ſug- 
geſt compaſſion to a fellow creature 
when in the article of diſtreſs; the ſame 
will alſo prompt a man to be kindly af- 
fectioned toward his relations, benefac- 

tors, 
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tors, and friends; and much outward 
courteſy may reſult from a good and libe- 
ral education. But when commanded by 
Him who died for ſinners, to love our 
enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to 
do good to them that hate us, and to 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe us 
and perſecute us; to turn our check to 
the ſmiter, and rather even to humour, 
than contend with, the inſolent and un- 
juſt; how does nature recoil at theſe 
hard injunctions? And what Teacher of 
mere human wiſdom ever dreamed of 
inculcating them as even fit or reaſona- 
ble to be complied with? 


Here then is a ſubject of moſt refined 
virtue; well worthy our attention, and 
which juſtly requires it. For however 
ſuch commandments may appear to the 
corrupt imagination diſhonourable and 
inconſiſtent; becauſe . contradictory to 
| thoſe paſſions, which ſeem eſſential to 
our 
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our very being as men, and are therefore 
miſtaken for generous affections, when 


they are only the abuſe of them; yet to 


ſober unprejudiced reaſon they will ſhine 
in all the brightneſs of ſpiritual perfec- 
tion and truth. The difficulty too of 
obſerving them would ſoon vaniſh, if, 
after having examined our heart with 
all the ſtrictneſs of ſuſpicion, we ſet 


Charity as a watch upon it, to ſuppreſs 


each riſing tumult, and quell every diſ- 
orderly inclination. 


3 diſtinguiſhing fa- 


culty of our nature, that we can reflect 


upon whatever paſſeth within our own - 
| breaſts; can trace back every affection 
to it's original ſource, and diſcern the 
| tendencies of the ſoul; whence the out- 


ward actions whether good or ill, ſuch 


as commend or ſuch as diſgrace the man, 
proceed and iſſue. It is therefore highly 
| requiſite that we there exerciſe our ſcru- 


tiny, 
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tiny, and try what comes from thoſe 


dark receſſes by the unerring rule of 

Chriſtian Charity; which, as it thinketh 

na evil itſelf, is upon that account the 
| beſt touchſtone of all our thoughts. 


Does then at any time ſecret anger 


boil within our breaſt, corroding jea- 
louſy torment, or the ſpirit of reſent- 


ment and revenge poſſeſs usꝰ Let us 


by no means take them upon truſt for 
the genuine offspring of courage, gene- 
roſity and nobleneſs of ſoul. If ſo, we 
may ſoon flatter ourſelves out of our 
reaſon, become the plague of ſocial life, 


and the diſgrace of humanity. But let 


us miſtruſt our own heart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things, ſearch for the 
unſeen rancour, and apply to it that 


ſovereign Charity, which ſufereth long, 


and is kind, which is not eaſily provoked, 
beareth all things, endureth all things. By 
ſo * we ſhall find that they are 

irrational, 
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irrational, vaporous ſtorms, which we 


may have ee raiſed, but cannot ſo 
ay: controul. 


It i not poſſible to live in the world 
without a ſhare in offences ; without 
ſome injurious treatment from the inci- 
vility, the perverſeneſs, or iniquity of 


thoſe with whom we are obliged to con- 


verſe. And truly were not this the caſe, 


what opportunity could there be of ex- 


erciſing that patience towards all men, 
that gentleneſs, meekneſs and forbear- 
ance, ſo repeatedly enjoined us in the 


Holy Scriptures ? So that upon a due 


eſtimate of our preſent ſtate, as a ſtate. 
of probation, the many provocations 
we muſt unavoidably meet with in the 


_ courſe of our lives, ſhould be regarded 


only as ſo many proofs of our wiſdom 


and teſts of our obedience. What faith 
the wiſe man? „He that is ſlow to an- 


ger 1s better than the mighty ; and he 
7 that 
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that ruleth his ſpirit than he that taketh 
a city; but he that is ſoon angry dealeth 
fooliſhly.” And to let the ſun go down 
| upon our wrath, is to give place to our 
ſpiritual Adverſary ; who will not fail to 
improve the advantage; and who can tell 
to what extremity of guilt ? — Again, 


Are we apt to look with an ill-caſt 2 
eye on the good things 'of others? And 

does the proſperity or commendation of 

a neighbour give us any ſecret uneaſi- 
neſs? Though modeſty and prudence 
may perhaps conceal ſo baſe a diſpoſition 
from the knowledge of the world; yet 
is it high time to look inward upon our 
own heart, the ciſtern of theſe bitter 
waters, that can derive only from malice 
and envy, which Solomon tells us is the 
rottenneſs of the bones; intimating that 
it is as deſperate a malady in the ſoul, 
as a mortified habit is in the body. For 
Charity envieth not, is not fo ſelfiſn as to 
Vor. I.  R © > 
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ſeek her own only, but conceives a cer- 
tain pleaſure from another's welfare, 
ſilently rejoiceth with them thatxejoide. 


It muſt be acknowledged this ſin of 
envy doth moſt eaſily beſet the corrupt 
nature 'of mankind ; as though the in- 
fection were originally taken from that 
evil ſpirit, who firſt envied, and then 
betrayed, the happineſs of our great 
Progenitors. We may obſerve it opera- 
ting but too plainly upon all ranks and 
conditions of men. Herewith the poorer 
ſort perſecute the wealthy, the idle and 
unjuſt thoſe who are induſtrious and 
_ upright in their callings, and in general 
the covetous and ambitious all that are 
more ſucceſsful or more applauded than 
themſelves. Condemned however by 
the divine juſtice to be it's own im- 
mediate tormentor, it ſeldom fails to 

diſturb the quiet, corrode the ſpirits, 

and even to injure the ſympathiſing 
| bodies, 
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bodies, of thoſe who are tainted with 
it's malignity. : 


| But if ſuch be the propenſity of fallen 
man to ſo ungenerous, ſo barren, nay 
ſo fatal a ſpecies of uncharitableneſs, 
how ought we to guard againſt it with - 
the moſt prying circumſpection? to take 
eſpecial care that we entertain not any 
diſcontentedneſs with our own ſtation, 
nor repine at the more favourable diſ- 
tributions of Providence to other men. 
Above all things does it behove us to 
ſupplicate our heavenly Father, that He 
would be pleaſed to pour into our hearts 
this moſt excellent gift of Charity; one 
ef diſtinguiſhing property whereof, as given 
us by our Apoſtle, is, that it enveth not. 


But to proceed Doth ſpiritual pride 
and vanity lurk within us?. Do we truſt 
that we are in a more than ordinary de- 
gree righteous, or in any other reſpect 

R 2 eminent, 
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eminent, and therefore deſpiſe others? 
Let us but ſeriouſly aſk ourſelves that 
queſtion of St. Paul, Why doſt thou 
ſet at nought thy brother?“ and Cha- 


rity, which waunteth not itſelf, is not 


puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, 
will quickly inform us that there is 


no reaſon for ſuch deportment ; will 


teach us, that though moral imper- 
fections and vicious habits do indeed 


much leſſen and diſgrace the man, yet 


they do not eraſe thoſe characters of 
divinity which are ſtampt upon his na- 
ture; that we ourſelves have many 


defects which either we cannot or will 


not 4ee, and are liable to many more; 


yet by the grace of God we are what 


we are; that He of his mercy may, 


and often does, recover the worſt of- 
fenders; and that uch therefore de- 


ſerve our prayers and pity, much rather 
than our contempt. 


To 
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To this purpoſe we have a very in- 
ſtructive leſſon delivered by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, under the characters of a Phariſee 
and a Publican, who went up to the 
temple at the ſame time, to offer up each 
reſpectively his ſolemn addreſſes before 
the throne of Divine Grace. The Phari- 
| ſee: full of ſpiritual pride and inſolent 5 
diſplay of his own merit, with an air 
and poſture of confidence, begins thank- 
ing God that he was not as other men, 
extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers 3 not 
eyen ſparing the poor Publican; who, 
in the ſame houſe of prayer, with con⸗ 
trite heart and dejected ſpirit, dared not 
lift up ſo much as his eyes to Heaven, 
but {mote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God 
be merciful to me a ſinner. The para- 
ble, we are told, was in a particular 
manner directed to certain who truſted 
in themſelves that they were righteous 
and deſpiſed others. And the mortifying 
ſentence pronounced upon the different 
— behaviour 
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behaviour of theſe two men was, that 


the latter, the humble Publican, went | 


down to his houſe juſtified in the eye 


of God, rather than the former, the ts 
conceited Phariſee. . | 


| Laſtly — Are any elated through 
worldly circumſtances, what are uſually 


called the gifts or endowments of for- 
tune, ſo as to look down with inſolence 


and diſdain upon the poor and needy, 
thereby (as Solomon ſpeaks) reproach- 
ing their common Creator? Alas! in 
ſach a caſe let but each one enquire of 
his own conſcience, what he hath which 
he did not receive ? and this. ſame Cha- 
rity will give us to underſtand that 
we are men, fellow creatures and fellow 


Chriſtians ; that theſe ſeeming differ- 


ences are but for a ſeaſon, even theſe 


too providentially allotted for the very 


increaſe of mutual benevolence; and 
that a ſhort period of time will ſet all 
upon 
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upon a level, with reſpect to ſuch pe- z 
riſhing qualifications. — Nothing but 
religious principles, and a good and 
charitable diſpoſition, will then make 
the final diſtinction betwixt ſeparated 
ſpirits. The poor patient Lazarus, we ; 
may remember, was after his departure 
out of this life conveyed by Angels into 
Abraham's boſom ; whilſt the impious 
and uncharitable rich mag was con- 
ſigned to a place of torment. 


In a word —By thus habitually ap- 5 


plying this balm of Charity to our cor- 
rupt thoughts and affections, we ſhall 
beſt learn to think ſoberly of ourſelves, 
and candidly of others ; which is the 
neceſſary groundwork of a truly Chriſ- 
| tian life: Without which all our good 
words will in the hearing of God, who 
_ trieth the reins and ſearcheth the heart, 
be but as ſounding braſs or a tinkling 
R4 — . . cpu 
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cymbal; and all our moſt plauſible ac- . 


tions be in his ſight as nothing worth. 


| Pray we therefore Almighty God that 


He will ſanctify our hearts and minds 


with the ſpirit of Chriſtian Charity, 
without which whoſoever liveth is as 


one dead before Him — And this for 


the ſake and through the alone me- 
rits of his Yon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 


and Saviour. 7 


* 


SERMON 


SERMON XIV. 


| CoLogsrans, iii. 14. 


Above al things put on Charity, which 18 
the bond 'o Perfe&tneſs. 


HARITY 15 here ſtiled the Bond 

of Perfectneſs, becauſe all other 
virtues are included in this comprehen- 
ſive duty, and perfected by it: So that 
when practiſed in deed and in truth it 
is the fulfilling of the whole moral law; . 
as our Apoſtle argues in another place. 
And for this reaſon he earneſtly exhorts 
a us in a figure to make it habitual to us 


in mind and act; putting it on as a 
| habit, 
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| Habit, the diſtinguiſhing habit of Chriſt's 


Diſciples; alike conducive to improve the 
inward man, and to adorn the outward. 


5 


But feeing the cxleticiice- of general 


precepts is beſt diſcerned, and brought 
more effectually home to the conſcience, 
by a particular application of them; 1 


therefore propoſed to enquire ſomewhat 
minutely into the ſpirit and power of 
true Chriſtian Charity, reſpecting the 
temper and behaviour in general, and 
the thoughts, words and actions in ow 


| e of every Diſciple of Chriſt, 


F ph happy INN of this moral 
_ antidote upon the corrupt thoughts and 


affections of the heart, has been already 


treated of and recommended. I am in 


the next place to repreſent it's ſingular 


efficacy upon our words and converſation. 


2. The 


s E R M ON © XIV. aan 
2. The privilege of language is no 
leſs peculiar to mankind than reaſon. 
And why it is ſo is ſufficiently obvious. 
For though divers kinds of animals have 
different voices and notes, and perhaps 
none of theſe without ſome ſignification; 
yet to be able to diſcourſe requires ra- 
tional deduction ; which latter as they 
are not poſſeſſed of, ſo neither have they 
any capacity, nor indeed any occaſion 
for the former. 5 


It is however worth obſerving, tat 

whereas the utterance of brutes is ma. 
nifeſtly adapted, and invariably ſubſer- 
vient, to that principle of inſtin& by 
which they are governed ; the more im- 
portant gift of human language is in 
like manner ordained by Providence for 
the ſole uſe of that reaſoning faculty, 
which is, at leaſt ought to be, the ruling 
principle of man. So that to abuſe _ 
it in the ſervice of falſhood, or any 

oy ſort 


— 
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ſort of licentiouſneſs, is to ſet it at 
variance with the underſtanding, with 


which it ought to be inſeparably join- 


ed; thereby affronting God, the author 
of ſo invaluable an endowment, and 
introducing confuſion and unhappineſs 


into the world. 


But, © if any offend not in word,” we 


: are told by an Apoſtle <* the ſame 18 a 


perfect man * thereby intimating to us 


as well the great difficulty, as the great 


virtue of regulating the tongue. And 
truly, ſo powerful an inſtrument is this 


little member; at the ſame time ſo ſlip- 


| pery, and applicable to the beſt or worſt 


ends; that it is either our glory (as the 


| Pſalmiſt calls it) when employed to the 


honour of God and the edification of 


our Neighbour ; or otherwiſe our ſhame 


and reproach, when perverted to irreli- 
gious, vile, or fraudulent purpoſes, 


Now 
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Now in order to direct our language 
to the advantageous uſes for which it 
was given and defigned, there cannot 
poflibly be a better expedient, than the 
obſervance of that Charity which is 
taught and commanded us in the goſpel. 
The origin of our words is doubtleſs | 
the heart, out of the abundance of 
which, ſaid Chriſt, the mouth ſpeaketh; 
remarking yet more expreſsly, that © a 
good man out of the good treaſure of 
his heart bringeth forth that which is 
good; and an evil man out of the evil 
treaſure of his heart that which 1s evil.” 
If then this ſecret fountain be pure from 
all uncharitableneſs, the whole ſtream 
of our converſation will be pure lke- 
wiſe; if no guile nor envy nor malice 
ferment in the heart, neither will the 
ſcum of thoſe baſe affections, ſuch as 
lies and clamour and evil-ſpeaking, vent 
itſelf at the mouth. For though the 
. „ 
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bad perſon and hypocrite may ſo far diſ- 
guiſe his malevolent intentions, as to 
utter ſweet words, when at the ſame 
inſtant his inward parts are very bitter- 
neſs; yet it cannot conſiſtently be ſup- 
poſed that the man who loves his God 
with all his ſoul, and his Neighbour as 
himſelf, ſhould either blaſpheme the one, 
or ſlander the other: Becauſe this would 
be to contradict his own good principles, 
and belie his virtue. So infallible a 
| ſource of all moral communication is a 
mind actuated by a true ſenſe of Charity. 


And here, in order to a clearer inſight 
into the value and neceſſity of this grace, 
with reſpect to the fruit of men's lips; 
it will be requiſite to take ſome particu- 
lar notice of thoſe vices of | the tongue, 
which offend againſt the laws of Cha- 
rity, and loudly call for an effectual 55 
plication of it. 


5 The 
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The firſt 1 ſhall mention is that infa- 
mous, I might add blaſphemous, abuſe 
of ſpeech in vulgar oaths and execra- 
tions: Which, as they are highly offen- 
five to every ſerious and religious ear, 
are alſo a great inſtance of wcharitable 
demeanour. For © Love (ſaith the Apoſ- 
tle) worketh no ill to it's neighbour,” 

hath a tender regard to his peace and 
quiet, and will not unneceſſarily grieve 
him, or put him to pain, either by word 
or action. But now, who that has any 

juſt ſenſe of that Almighty Being on 
whom he continually depends for every 
ſupport of body and ſoul, can bear to 


hear the incommunicable name proſti- 


tuted upon each trifling or worſe than 
trifling occaſion, without much concern, 
indignation and abhorrence ? Neither 
are good and pious men the only ſuffer- 
ers: The inconſiderate and ill-diſpoſed 
are by ſuch audacious and profligate ex- 
amples either unhappily led to profane- | 

: neſs, 
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or encouraged and hardened in it. Let 
me add too, by way of terror againſt 
ſuch outrageous wickedneſs, that the 
utterers themſelves. run extreme hazard 


of their own ſouls 3 thereby precluding x. 


all fellowſhip of the. Holy Ghoſt, who 
can have no communication with the 
ſpirits of men deſtitute of Religion and 
Charity. We are moreover aſſured that 


every. evil word which men ſhall ſpeak, 
they . ſhall without timely repentance 
give an, account thereof in. the Day 


of Judgment. 


eee 


thoſe, who preſumptuouſly and ſacrile- 


giouſly ſcoff at and revile the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the articles of that moſt ſacred 


faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints: Thus maliciouſly endeavouring 
firſt to poiſon the principles, and then, 
by an eaſy tranſition, the practices of 


thoſe with whom they converſe. An 
| _ -. inſtance 
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- inſtancs of a diſpoſition the moſt unichs-- 


ritably wicked; as tending to deprive 
their fellow creatures of what alone can 
ſupport them with any degree of peace 
and ſatisfaction during their pilgrim- 
age through this vale of ſorrow ; and 
every comfortable expectation of a fu- 
ture recompence. 


Again—Lewd and obſcene talking is 
| liable to much the ſame ſeverity of re- 
proof: Foraſmuch as this too betrays 
an infected heart, is very loathſome to 
all well nurtured perſons,” and has a fa- 
tal aptitude to propagate it's contagion. 
Evil converſation will debauch and viti- 
ate even good manners : And therefore 
St. Paul gives it in admonition, Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out 
of your mouth, but that which is good 
to the uſe of edifying, that it may mi- 
niſter grace to the hearers ; herein 
plainly ſhewing- that a defent and cha- 

n 8 ritable 
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ritable regard is due to all thoſe, who 
are at any time within the reach of our 
diſcourſe. It is in truth a very unbe- 
coming and baſe kind of liberty, which 
ſo many take of bolting out their filthy 
imaginations in no leſs filthy ſpeeches, 
without conſidering who hears or who 
regards ; and a practice utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with the virtue of Charity; whoſe 


| peculiar commendation it is that 27 doth 


not behave itſelf unſeemly, but in every cir- 


cumſtance of outward deportment is 


always attended with a certain comli- 
neſs and grace. 


The next inſtance that occurs of an 


uncharitable tongue is, when that noble 


inſtrument is made a trumpet of uncer- 
tain ſound, the execrable conveyance of 


falſhood and lies. — This is an abuſe of 
ſpeech ſingularly prejudicial to a neigh- 


bour, as it firſt blinds the man, and then 
leads him into the ditch. And it is but 
481 too 
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tod obſervable that the confuſion and 
unhappineſs ſo much abounding in the 
world, iſſue for the moſt part from 
this troubled ſource. How indeed ſhould 
any Society (for maintaining the civil 
commerce of which we are principally 
endowed with this converſing faculty) 
long ſubſiſt in peace, unleſs the language 
of mankind may be relied on as a faith- 
ful interpreter of their thoughts and in- 
tentions? Since without confidence there 
can be no intercourſe of friendſhip, . and 
without veracity no grounds of confi- 
dence. But Truth and Charity are nearly 
allied, have a mutual affection for, and 
dependance upon, each other. When 
men can be once brought to conſider 
themſelves (according to the expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle) as members one of ano- 
ther, it were but a neceſſary conſequence, 
what he exhorts us to upon this very 
conſideration, that, e putting away lying 
we ſpeak every one truth with his neigh- 
| S 2 bour:” 
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bour :” It being no leſs abſurd in the 
moral ſenſe for one man to deceive 'and 

injure another by telling him a wilful 
Untruth, than it would be in the natural 

for the eyes purpoſely to miſguide the 
feet, or the feet to miſlead the body. 


The laſt particular 1 ſhall remark of 
injurious language is, when it is em- 
ployed for the purpoſes of calumny and 
flander : Which, though ſtanding upon 
the ſame rotten bottom of falſhood and. 
wrong, has yet a more than ordinary 
degree of malignity attending it. — Simply 


| to tell lies is indeed to firike at the very 
foundations of equity and confidence 


amongſt men: But to calumniate a bro- 


ther by lying words and falſe repreſenta- 


tions, is to make a {ti} greater ſciſm in 
the body politick; to wound it's mem- 


bers in a moſt ſenſible manner; and to 


render them unſerviceable both to their 


own 1 Private emolponbnt, and ta the be- 


__nefit 
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nefit of the community. Many. have 
little more than an honeſt character 
 whereon to ſubſiſt; depending chiefly 
upon this valuable property for counte- 
nance and employ from their ſuperiors ; 
and conſequently for the maintenance 
of themſelves and families. Such too as 
are beſt qualified to do good in the world 
may have their talents eaſily diſhonour- 

ed, and made of no eſtimation or uſe, - 
through the whiſpers of envenomed 
tongues. For the misfortune is, the ar- 
rovis of the Slanderer commonly fly in 
the dark, and deſtroy unſeen ; which 
juſtly ſubjects him to the imputation and 
guilt not only of a malevolent, but with- 
al of a cowardly and barbarous diſpoſi- 
tion, as giving no opportunity of ſelf- 
defence. Now Charity, in the Chriſtian 
ſenſe, is a moſt excellent preventive of 
this reigning malady; and would too be 
an infallible cure for it. Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” is a la 
3 of 


with how great difficulty he puts up an 
injury, could not, one would think, ea- 
ſily traduce or provoke a man of like 


? 
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of our Religion plain and ſimple: Under 
which few words we have conveyed to us 


the moſt perfect leſſon ; we are ſent not 


to the ſchools of diſputed ſcience, but to 
our own breaſts, to learn wiſdom; and are 


taught not from the abſtruſe ſyſtems of . 


philoſophy, but from ourſelves, to prac- 


tiſe it. And indeed, whoever duly reflects 


on the tenderneſs he bears to his own re- 
putation, what uneaſineſs he feels within 
him at the reception of an affront, and 


* 


paſſions with himſelf. Whoſo uttereth 
ſlander againſt another is, in Solomon's 
opinion, a fool; but who is ſo great a 
fool as to utter it againſt himſelf ? Where 
is the man that pries into his own con- 
duct for faults wherewith to entertain 
his acquaintance ? that lays heavy cen- 


ſures on his own proceedings, leſſens his 
credit, or exaggerates his defects ? On 


the 
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the contrary how blind are we to any 
| imperfections of our own, how mild and 
candid in judgments concerning our- 
ſelves, how jealous of our honour, and 
how ready to extenuate our crimes? —- 
If then the nature of mankind be thus 
charitable at home, thus tender of itſelf 8 
we cannot more perfectly underſtand our 
duty toward others, than by obſerving 
our demeanour toward ourſelves; nor 
be better adviſed how we ought to ſpeak 
of others, than by reflecting how we in 
the like circumſtances might reaſonably 
expect to be ſpoken of.—“ He that is 
without ſin amongſt you, let him firſt 
caſt a ſtone at her,” was the ſentence 
pronounced by our Bleſſed Lord in the 
caſe of the woman taken in adultery. 
The Scribes and Phariſees had condemn- ; 
ed her to be ſtoned, under the ſanction 
of a law delivered by Moſes ; but the 
behaviour of the merciful Jeſus awed 
thoſe ſanctified hypocrites into ſelf-con- 
8 4 demnation 
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demnation and a better temper. © Being 
convinced of their own conſcience, they 
went out one by one, beginning at the 
eldeſt even to the laſt.” —- Happy were it 
would every Diſciple of Chriſt attend to 
this particular obſervable in the narra- 
tion, and examine himſelf before he 
publickly accuſe his neighbour ! Leſt by 
a wanton and rigorous proſecution of 
other men's practices, he judge and con- 
| demn his own.—And this we ſhould all 
certainly do, could we but be perſuaded 
to follow the direction of the- Apoſtle, 


and put on Charity, which is the "weaned 
of \Perfeftneſs, 
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Above all things put on Charity, which ; 15 
de bond of Perfultneſi.. 


AVING, in two former Diſcourſes | 


on this ſubject, repreſented the 


excellence of true Chriſtian Charity, if 
duly applied to the malevolent affections 
of men's hearts, and to the corrupt fruit 
of their lips; what remains is to ſhew | 


forth it's ſanctifying effect upon every 
outward act of beneficence. . 


3. It is clearly preſumed by St. Paul 


in that remarkable Chapter the 13th of 
| | : = 
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his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians — 
(herein, by the way, the lineaments of 


a well principled Chriſtian, nay of a 


well bred Man, are ſo exquiſitely drawn, 


as may fairly challenge the affectation 5 


of a modern Infidel to produce any thing 


like it from the moſt admired pages of 
antiquity) — It is, I ſay, clearly preſumed 
by the Apoſtle in this chapter that a 


man may be endowed with the beſt ſpi- 
ritual gifts, may even perform the moſt 


beneficial and heroick actions, yet at the 


ſame time be void of Charity; and that 


in ſuch caſe neither his gifts nor actions 
will avail to the furtherance of his fu- 
ture felicity. Which though a doctrine 
perhaps bard at firſt hearing ; yet when 


we conſider that the moſt ſhining abili- 
ties may be neglected or miſapplied, and 


that deeds apparently good and honour- 
able may ariſe from baſe and unworthy 
motives, we ſhall the more readily accede 


to the Apoſtle 5 reaſoning, —Beſides, our 


” Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Lord himſelf hath declared that 
many in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
when miraculous powers were continued 
to the Church, ſhould propheſy, caſt out 
Devils, and do mighty works in his 
name; yet notwithſtanding be workers 

of iniquity, and perſons whom he will 
not own at the Day of Judgment. He 
alſo particularly warns his followers, 
that even alms may be given through 
oſtentation, and to obtain the applauſe 
of men, without real love of God, and 
of our Neighbour. for. his ſake; and 
conſequently without being entitled to 
any reward in Heaven. | 


It is therefore evidently a -point of 
great moment in regard to our future 
happineſs, to have the inward affections 
ſo regulated, that thoſe outward actions 
of our lives which are in their own na- 
ture commendable, and to others bene- 
ficial, may in the end become ſpiritually 

| profitable 
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profitable to ourſelves alſo: That our 
alms, oblations, and good offices of every 
kind, may not miſs their way to Heaven ; 
where, if once depoſited, neither moth 
nor ruſt can corrupt. nor thieves break 


through nor ſteal. 


"Now to promote more effectually this 
neceſſary concern, I ſhall take occaſion 
to enlarge a little on the two following 


Propoſitions. 


The firſt —That i it is neither the act 
of giving, nor the proportion of the gift, 
but the mind of the giver that recom- 
mends it to the acceptance of God. 


The ſecond —That Religion and Cha- 


_ rity are eſſentially and inſeparably united. 


1. Firſt I ſay that it is neither the 
act of giving, nor the proportion of the 
gift, but the mind of the giver that re- 
commends it to the acceptance of God. 

| It 
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It is true, the act of giving, 7. e. of 
relieving our fellow creatures in diſtreſs, 


by whatever means effected, has obtain- 


ed in general the name of Charity, which 
ſignifies love of God and love of Man; 
becauſe always ſuppoſed to flow from 
this ſource. But if men may do good 


upon quite different motives, ſuch as are 


merely ſelfiſh and ungenerous, which 
doubtleſs they may; there 1s then nei- 
ther Charity in the act itſelf, nor any 


merit attending it in the fight of God, 


who knoweth the heart. 


This no one, who is ever 1 fn 
converſant in the doctrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, can be ignorant of; ſince 
it is manifeſtly one great deſign of the 
goſpel - inſtitutes to rectify the inward 


man, the temper and diſpoſition of our 


ſpirits; that ſo our good will to each - 
other may in ſome degree reſemble the 
perfection of divine benevolence. Thus, 
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we are required to be © merciful as our 


Father in Heaven is merciful”— to“ love 
as brethren” — without diſſimulation to 
< have fervent Charity among ourſelves 
whereunto might be added many preſſing 


exhortations of a like refined nature. | 


Nor 1s there any room to doubt but He, 
who is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 


| will eſtimate the goodneſs of men's deeds 


according to the uprightneſs and ſince- 
rity in which they are performed, 


For, be it obſerved, it is not barely 


for the relief of others, but withal for 
our perſonal emolument, the improving 


our own affections by ſuch happy exer- 


ciſes, and thereby qualifying ourſelves 
for the Kingdom of Heaven, that we are 
commanded to perform acts of Charity, 
as well as of Piety and Devotion. — By 


praying unto God, the author and giver 

of every good gift, and by magnifying 

his holy name for all his benefits, we 
keep 


SE RM) OUNDT Ve au 
keep up a lively ſenſe of Religion upon 
our minds; and every leſſening of our 
ſubſtance in the way of charitable diſtri- 
bution, implies in it a certain meaſure 


of humility, ſelf-denial, and dependance 
upon divine Providence. — So that how- 


ever the thing given may at all times be 


a bleſſing to the poor object, it is the 


ſpirit only of the giver that can render 


it a bleſſing to himſelf. 


. Which if true, neither will the caſe be 
altered through the largeneſs or ſplendor 
of the donation. It is indeed highly.un- 


_ reaſonable in itſelf, as well as contrary 


to the tenure of Scripture to ſuppoſe it 
ſhould. For were God to eſtimate the 
gifts of men merely according to their 
bulk, inſtead of that ſaying of Chriſt, 
« How hardly ſhall they that have riches 


| enter into the Kingdom of Heaven !” it 


would rather be matter of aſtoniſhment 
how any in ſuch circumſtances ſhould 
| ever 
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ever fail of entering therein. — In the 


mean while how unavailing the widow's 


mites at the bottom of a loaded treaſury? 
Which yet our Lord himſelf declared to 
his followers, was of more real worth 


than the largeſt contributions of the 


wealthy. And that for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe they of their abundance, of what 


was ſuperfluous and unneceſſary to their 
own maintenance, caſt in to the offer- 


ings of God; but ſhe of her penury caſt 
in all that ſhe had, even all her living : 
Doubtleſs with a faithful reliance on the 
promiſes of God; who is pleaſed to ac- - 
cept of ſuch pious. munificence, as of 
money lent to himſelf ; which He will 


infallibly repay with a plentiful increaſe. 


But here, the miſtaken zeal of a few 
inconſiderate Chriſtians makes it not im- 
proper to put in a caution againſt being 
deceived by this, or any other example 


: of a hike n nature to be met with in Holy 
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Writ: As if Religion required any of 
it's Profeſſors to part with all they have 
in charity to others, and thereby reduce 
themſelves to poverty and diſtreſs. For 


though this poor widow had her de- 


ſerved praiſe from Chriſt himſelf, who | 
_ readily diſtinguiſhed her uncommon faith 


and goodneſs of heart; and who at ano- 


ther time bid a certain young man to ſell 


all that he had, and give to the poor, 
and follow Him ; in order to try his 


forward Client, whether he was fit to 5 
be the follower of a perſecuted Maſter: 
Yet is it obvious at firſt ſight that any 


ſtanding rule for ſuch extravagant boun- 


ty muſt needs introduce endleſs confu- 


ſion, defeat many excellent command- 
ments, and deſtroy the very purpoſes of 
Charity itſelf. 2 


Let me obſerve however on the other 
hand, the Rich are here ſaid to their ho- 
EG nour 
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nour to have caſt in much. Each one 


is certainly bound to be liberal in a 
manner anſwerable to his fortune and 
eſtate. Give alms (ſaid our Lord) of 


ſuch things as ye have.” Whether ye 


have little or much, do your diligenee 
gladly to give according to your ability. 
So that we perceive ſome degree of 
bounty is required even of the compara- 


tively poor, how much more of the rich 
and affluent? We are moreover taught 
by St. Paul that the reward of charitable 


gifts ſhall riſe in proportion to the ge- 
nerous benevolence with which they are 


imparted: He who ſoweth ſparingly 


ſhall reap alſo ſparingly, and he who | 


ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap alſo boun- 
tifully : Every man according as he pur- 


poſeth in his heart, ſo let him give; not 
| grudgingly, or of neceſſity; for God 


loveth a cheerful giver.” 


Nor 


Aa 
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| * will it help to excuſe thoſe, who 
being endowed with great means do not 


| proportionably diſtribute, that they feel , 


not themſelves actuated with the true 


ſpirit of Charity, without which it ſeems 
though they gave away all their ſubſtance 


it would profit them nothing. For let 
ſuch be aſſured that the want of this 


cultivating within them that religious 
ſenſe or taſte, which would both rectify 
their affections, and bring down a bleſ- 


leads to my ſecond Propoſition, viz. that 


gs mages united, 


| eomprize the whole of man's duty with- 


„„ God, 


grace is always owing to ſome vicious 
neglect on their own parts; the not 


ſing on the fruits of them, — And this 
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Religion and Charity are eſſentially and 


2. It pleaſed our Bleſſed Saviour to 


in the two commandments of loving 
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God, and loving his Neighbour ; and at 


the ſame time ſtiled the latter of theſe 
like unto the former ; Thereby teaching 
us, that though the one immediately re- 


ſpects our Almighty Creator, the other in 
ſubordination only our fellow creatures, 
yet the relation between them is great 


and intimate. | 


Such indeed 1s the mutual obligation 
ariſing from theſe two commandments, 
that it is impoſſible to fulfil the one 


without fulfilling the other alſo. If any 


man ſay, I love God, and hateth his 


brother, he (faith St. John) is a liar;“ 
ſince he abſurdly maintains a cauſe with- 


out it's neceſſary effect. And ſhould any 
one profeſs to love his brother, accord- 


ing to the terms of Chriſtian Charity, 
| who does not love God, we may as ſafe- 
1y affirm that neither is the truth in 
this man; becauſe he prepoſterouſly aſ- 


ſumes 


alone can produce it. 


In ſhort, Nothing but a principle of 


Piety, a grateful reſpect to the honour 


of God, the original and ſupreme good, 
can ſanctify, or throw any ſhadow of 


merit upon, our beſt performances: 
Which otherwiſe have their reward only 
in the gratification of that ſelfiſh motive, 
whatever it be, that gave them birth. 


Hence did our divine Maſter ſo parti- 
cularly caution his Diſciples againſt the 


hypocriſy of the Phariſees ; a vice of the 
mind utterly inconſiſtent with true Re- 


ligion; which leavened all their moſt 
plauſible ſervices. ; rendering even their 


prayers, their faſtings, and their ams, 


of no account in God's ſight. Whereas 


He gave them to underſtand, that the 
moſt private devotion of the cloſet, that 
unaffected abſtinence which disfigures 

| „„ not 
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ſumes an effect, without the cauſe which 
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not the face, and every the leaſt in- 
ſtance of ſincere beneficence, are all ob- 
ſerved by Him who ſeeth in ſecret, and 
iT reward them n 


land as this 18 a ien Aide 
to perſons well diſpoſed, how ſmall 
ſoever their abilities of doing good; fo 


is it a ſerious warning to thoſe who 
are poſſeſſed of more wealth than godli- 


neſs, that they preſume not to com- 
pound with Heaven, for the habitual 


breach of moral, or on of reli | 


gious, duties. 


The charitable donations of Corne- 


ius (whoſe praiſe is in the ſacred ſtory) 


are not repreſented as coming up alone 


for a memorial at the throne of grace; 


but as wafted thither on the wings of 
Prayer and Devotion. The character 
given of him is that of a devout man, 

whe 
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who gave much alms to the people, and 
prayed to God always. And thus ſaid 
the Angel unto: him, © Thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a me- 
morial before God.” | 


| God indeed . hath expreſsly declared 
that He prefers works of mercy before 
any ſolemnity of worſhip due to Him- 
ſelf : But we are to remember that the 
real value of thoſe very works depends 
entirely upon their being done in Cha- 
rity ; the true definition whereof is, 
Love of God and Love of Man. And 
though He certainly expects that we 
ſhould do all things as becomes human 
nature, and agreeably to the relations 
we bear to each other: Yet will He fi- 
nally regard our actions as they are 
: more or leſs conformable to the relation 
we bear to Him, and to the revealed 
notices of his will, 


Wherefore 
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| Heart Age with all the Soul : So ſhall 


1 we not fail in the practice, or loſe the 1 
+”: ce, of true Chriſtian Charity, 1 
1 is the Bond of Peace and of I. 
1 Mt all” Ra 9 55 Ho Bt. — 
1 END of che FIRST VOLUME. — i 
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